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[ACCOUNT 
| DO OP VERY little Search will inform us; 


that the Sec. of the Samaritans hath 
= now continu'd in the World about 


WP moſt where it firſt appear'd. It is 
not therefore to be wondered at, that 
a Thing ſd remarkable ſhould excite 


the Curious, and You in particular, diligently to en- 
uire after their Hiſtory and Opinions. I only wiſh 
S1x) that you had ſought for Satisfaction in this 


Matter, from one more capable to anſwer your Ex- 


AD 2490 Years, and in the ſame Spot al- 


peRations. My ſmall Acquaintance with the EaFern 
Languages and Learning, and the few Writers I have 


met wich treating on that Subject, ſufficiently diſcou- 


rage me from ſuch an Undertaking. Nor would your 


Commands (how much ſoever they may influence me 
= in other Reſpects) prevail on me here, did I not rea- 
my ſonably believe, the Imperfections that may be met 


with in this enſuing Diſcourſe, will ſtir up ſome abler 


pen to preſent the World with a full and perfect Ac- 
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( 4 
count of the Riſe and Progreſs of that People. Such 
a Performance may indeed expoſe mine, but it will 
afford me this Satisfaction, that you hereby will have 
your Curioſity more fully gratified. 

I was formerly of Opinion, That the Samaritan 
Chronicle, ſent by that People to the great Foſeph 
Scaliger, and by him given to the Publick Library of 


the Univerſity of Leyden, if publiſh'd, might be an ex- 


cellent Guide in this Matter. But upon a View of the 
Arguments of the ſeveral Chapters of it, in the Codex 
Pſeudepigraphus weteris T:famenti, of the Indefatigable 
John Albert Fabricius, Profeſſor at, Hamburgh, pag. 876. 
ec. and of the Account 13 gives of 
it, I found nat the Satisfa&ion I hoped for. But how- 
ever the Caſe be, yet the Deſign of that Work is fo 
obvious, and there be ſo many Partial Strokes in it, 
in order to vindicate the Reputation of that Schiſm, 
that I think it will not be diſagreeable, to give a brief 
Account of that Piece, before 1 enter upon my de- 
ſigned Narrative. 3 —— 

Relandus, Diſſert. de Samaritanis, (No 5.) thinks it was 
not the Work of one Author, but patched up out of 
ſeveral Pieces of different Ages, about the Third Cen- 


tury of our Chriſtian Account. This he Judges. from 


its Abruptneſs in feveral Places, and the Aarge Strides 
(eſpecially in the latter Part) between the b 
immediately follow one another. And he conjectures, 


that Doſitheus the Samaritan Impoſtor, of the ſame Age 


with Simon Magus, who is {aid among other Things, 
to have written an Hiſtory of the Samaritans, made 
the moſt Part of it out of old Traditions and his own' 
Invention; and that the latter Chapters were added to 
it at divers Times by ſeveral Hands. It pretends to be 


a Tranſlation from the Hebrew, but I find no mention 


of ſuch an Original, and the Samaritans have it not; 
But if that Pretence be true, thaſe Mabometan Phraſes ' 
in it, by which one might be mov'd to think it young» 
er than the Alcoran, might be inſerted by the Tranſla- 
tor, who did certainly live after Mabomet. But that 
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learned Man propoſes all theſe Things but as Conje- 
Aures, and leaves every Man to judge of them as 
he pleaſes. a5 r 

This Chronicle is in the Samaritan Character, tho 
the Language be Arabick ; and it begins a little before 

the Death of Moſes, and is ſaid to end about the 

Time of the Antonini Emperors of Rome, tho? the laſt 

Chapter ſeems plainly to intimate, that the Imperial 

Seat was then at Conſtantinople. Hottinger tranſcribed 

it, with a Deſign to tranſlate and print it, but he not 

} | *f living to perform that, Fabricius gives us out of his 

Book, the Contents of the ſeveral Chapters of it, 

which he reckoned were Forty ſeven. It begins with 

Moſes, his appointing Joſhua to be Commander of the 

Lord's People. Then follows the Story of Balac and 

Balaam, Ko 16 out of the Book of Numbers, but with 

ſeveral Additions ; of which one is very remarkable, 

„off the Maabites and, Midianites ſending, upon Balaam's 

Advice, no leſs than 24000 young Women richly 

dreſs d, into the Camp of 1ſrae!, to entice the People 

to Fornication ; which: they did ſo effectually, that 

God in his Anger ſent a Plague among them, which 
was tops by the Zeal of Eliexer (it ſhould be Phinebas) | 
| by killing the Daughter of a Prince of Midian. After = 
tis follows the War with Midian, and in the fixth 


Chapter the Death of Moſes. ii 11 
From thence to the twenty- fourth, are the Acts of | 
Foſhuas, not without many Interpolations and Additi- 
tions; among which we. are told (chap. xxiii.) That hot 
Feſhua built a Fortreſs or Caſtle, and a Temple upon 
the bleſſed Mount, that is, the Hill of Samaria, So 
Hottinger tells us, as if this bleſſed Mountain, and the. [| 
Mountain of Semaris were the ſame ; but Relandus in 
| his Diſſertation concerning Mount -Geyizim, Sect. 2. 1 
\, ſaith, That the Words of the Chronicle are to be | 
Ithus rendered; And Joſhua built a Caſtle upon the Hill, 4 
Wat is on the left. ſide of the bleſſed Mountain, which is call. 1 
Ui >chomron.. So that the Kill Scbomron, or the Hil A ] 
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(6) 
of Samaria is not the ſame with the Bleſſed Mountain 
of Gex im. be” De 
After twenty Year's Peace, when Foſhuz was now 
grown Old (ch. xxv.) there brake out a new War with 
the Kings and Nations at a diſtance, which takes up 
twelve Chapters. Foſhua had, it ſeems, lain Hemam 
King of Perſia, (but when or where, this Abſtra& is 
filent.) Sbaubec the Son of Hemam draws many Kings, 
no leſs than thirty fix (or as it is in Schalſcheleth Haccab- 
 baſlaforty five) into an Alliance, to revenge his Fathers 
Death, and utterly to deſtroy 1/rael ; and ſends Joſhua 
2 Threatning Letter of Defiance. He, when he had 
gathered together 300000 Men, gives Shaubec's Meſſen- 
ger his Anſwer : Who having ſeen the Army of Iſrael 
and its Order, was much dejected, as were alſo the 
Confederate Kings at his Report, and Foſhua's Anfwer. 
But Shaubec's Mother, and an Old Magician with her, 
encourage them, and, when Foſhua marched to meet 
his Enemies, ſo wrought with their Enchantments, 
that the Iſraelites thought themſelves encloſed within 
Walls of Iron. Upon this Foſh#a by a Pigeon, ſends 
2 Letter to Nebichys, who commanded the two Tribes, 
and the half Tribe beyond Fordan, to come ſpeedily 
to his Aſſiſtance, which he did. When he was come up. 
the Iron Walls fell down at the Blaſt of the Prieſt Elæa- 
zars Trumpet, and it came to a Battle; Nebichus flew 
Shaubec with his own Hand, and Iſraeł obtained a very 
great Victory. This is the Subſtance of a Story which 
takes up twelve Chapters, and which Rabbi Gedaliab 
tranſcribes into his Book called Schalfcheleth Hacgabbaſla, 
from a Fragment taken out of a Samaritan Chronicle, 
and found at the end of Sepber Fuchaſin, written by Rabbi 
Abrabam Zacuth. And yet after all, as Relandus very 
well obſerves, (SeF. 32.) this pompous Story is 2 
Fiction, a piece of pure Invention, but very ill con- 
trived, to make HFemam, who is ſaid to be che Son of 
Pbut, the Son of Ham, the Son of Noah, and Sbaubec 4 


his Son, who therefore was but the fourth from Neeb, 
to fall both in War againſt Joſhua, who as we find by 
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his Genealogy, 1 Cbron. i. 24. Cc. taken with 1 Chron, 
vii. 23, Cc. was the twenty third from Noah. He that 
can believe this, muſt be very Credulous, and the moſt 
extravagant Romances may with as good Reaſon com- 
mence true Hiſtories. For beſides this irreconcileable 
Inconſiſtency, there is a Giant in the Story, who out- 
does all the Romantick overgrown Monſters. For 
Sbaubec in his Letter of Defiance, tells Jaſhua, that he 
had in his Army a Son of Fapher, a Giant, who had a 
Steel Weapon, which when his Blow ſucceeded well 
would ſtrike down a Thouſand Men at once, a 
when it did not ſucceed to his Wiſh, would reach five 
Hundred. He that would have a more particular ac- 
count of Sbaubec's Defiance, and Foſhua's Anſwer, may 
find it in Hottinger's Oriental Hiſtory pag. 60. &c. I ſhall 
add only, that Relandus obſerves farther, that Shaubes 


is in this very Chronicle called the Son of Navan, and 


that the Mahometans ſay the Perſian King Contemporary. 
with Jaſhua was Naudar, the eighth of the Piſdadean Fa- 
mily, or as others Manusjeber, who was next before. 
him. E _—_— 
Then, Chapter (xxxvii) follows a Compendium of the 


Laws, Rites, and Ceremonies mentioned in the Penta- 


teucb, as given to 1/+-el, with this Party ſtroke in it, 
That it confines the Offering of all clean Animals to 
the Altar upon the Bleſſed Mount, by which it is to 
be underſtood Mount Gevizim. What Relandus hath ob- 
ſerved out of this Chapter I ſhall give you, when 1 
come to their Opinions. | 85 PEE 

The next Chapter gives an account of Foſhua's Ex- 
hortation to the People, of his Death, and of his leaving, 
Babel Nephew of Caleb, who was choſen by Lot, his, 
Succeſſor : That he after Nine Years, left Terfs an, 
Ephraimite, to ſucceed him. Of the reſt of the Judges, 
none are named but Sampſon, of whole Death we have. 


the Hiſtory in the fortieth Chapter, after the Hiſtory, 


of Eleazar and Pbineba sn. 

After Sampſens Death, we are told that the Nations 
finding by Balaams Books, that nothing could ruin the, 
13 bs Wes » 2 4 hd 3 Iſraelites 


618 

Neekrer, unleſs they provoked God by Impiety and 
Apoſtacy: they ſent crafty Fellows among them, who 
irfinuating themſelves into their Acquaintance, and 
growing familiar wich them, drew them by degrees 
to ſuch Corruption of Manners, that God in his Diſ- 
pleaſure deprived the Temple of the Brightneſs of his 

Glory, the Heavenly Fire. 
Then ir flides filently on to the Story laid down in 
the Books of Samuel, which it miſerably mangles. It 
tells us of great Differences between Eli and the Poſte- 
rity of Phinehas, about the Prieſthood ; and ſlanders Eli 
with being a notorious Magician, and that thereby he 
raked together vaſt Riches ; that he offered Sacrifices 
contrary to the Command of God, and Schiſmatically 
removed the publick Worſhip to Shelob ; gathering the 
People thither when the Sons of Pbinebas contended with 
him about the Prieſthood, and there building a Tem- 
ple like to that upon Mount Geyfizim, and by Officia- 
ting there, made a Schiſm from the Congregation, 
which kept to their Old Temple, with the Sons of 
Pbinebas and their Poſterity. Nor was Eli alone flan- 
dered in this Chronicle; the holy Prophet Samuel is 
alſo traduced for a Perſon well verſed in Magical Arts. 
He being one of the greateſt Prophets of che Fewiſ Na- 
tion, they thought themſelves concerned to traduce 
and blacken him, as they did the other Prophets, leſt 
any ſhould be moved by the great Things he did, to 
take him for a Miniſter of God, and thereupon be in- 
clined to look upon ſomething beſides the Law of 
Moſes, to be a Declaration of God's Holy Will. And 
perhaps they might chooſe to brand him with that de- 
reſtable Crime of Magick, becauſe they found, that at 
the Deſire of Saul he had been brought up after his 
Death by the Witch of Endor, 1 Sam. xxviii- that he 
might enquire of him the Succeſs of the fatal War he 
was engaged in with the Philiftines., © 
In the forty ſecand Chapter are many Things agree- 
ing with the Scripture, about the P hilifines warring, 
with Ifrael, the Slaughter of the Sons of El, the cating: 


O 
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of the Ark, and the Death of Eli. Then 1 xhil- 
comes the Story of Bachtnezar King of Perſia, by whom 
is to be underſtood Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, 
who took Feruſalem. The four laſt Chapters, relatin 
to the Times after Sanbalat's Temple was built, wil 
find a more Hooper place hereafter, 

Now the Deſign of this artificial Management, and 
Repreſentation of, and of theſe Additions to the Sacred 
Story may eaſily be diſcerned, namely, Firf, To chal- 
lenge to that Party the venerable Plea of Antiquity, 
and Secondly, To caſt the Schiſm upon the Fews : Firft, 
To challenge the venerable Plea of Antiquity, fot 
above 700 Years before that Party did really 4 
in the World; that ſo receiving the Five Books of Moſes 
only, and performing their Worſhip where Foſhua (as 
they ſay) fix'd it, ſo ſoon as he had conquer'd the 
Land, and ſettled the People in it; they might be 
thought to be, as they called themſelves, the true He- 
brews and Iſraelites, the true Obſervers of the Law which 


God gave that Nation. And that fo all the true Wor- 


ſhippers of the Lord in the Generations before them, 
were their own by a Succeſſion of Doctrine, ſo far as 
they obſerved the Laws, and in reſpe of Worſhip al- 
ſo, till Eli removed it to Sbilob. Upon this Account; 


they called the Patriarchs their Fathers. And Foſhua 3 


building a Temple, and ſettling the Divine Worſhip 
(as they pretended) where they in after Ages perform- 
ed it, ſeems to me to be the true Reaſon of the great 
Eſteem they had for Foſbua, and of their calling this 
their Chronicle the Hiſtory of Foſbus. —_ 

A ſecond thing intended by this Method, was bold- 
ly to caſt the Schiſm upon the Fews, who worſhipped 
in Sbilob long before Eli, even in the Time of Foſbas, 
and in the Time of the Judges that followed him, a 
afrerwards at Feruſalem; and particularly upon EI; 
for removing the Publick Worſhip to Sbilob, though 
that Charge be falſe, and contrary to the expreſs Words 
of Scripture, © which tells us, Foſb. xviii- 1. That the 
Whole Congregation of * aſſembled together at Shiloh, 2 
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did ſet up the Tabernacle of the Congregation there. And it 

as before the Lord in Shiloh that the Lots were caſt for the 
Diviſion of the Land. And ir is plain by the Scripture, 
that the People performed their publick and ſolemn 
Worſhip at Shilob, where God ſet bis Name at firſt, Jerem. 
vii. 12. all along from the Days of Foſhua, to the 
Time the Ark of God was taken by the Philiſtines. 
Now to proceed in my Deſign, what J have to do, 
is not to find new Matter to fill up this Account, but to 
lay together in the beſt Order I can, what I have met 
with concerning this People. What we find of them in 
the Scripture, is moſtly before the Building of the Second 
Temple; And we meet with but little of their Story 
for many Ages in ſuch ancient Authors as are come to 
our Hands, except what we are beholden to the Fews, 
their ſworn Enemies for; whoſe Accounts of them 
ought to be carefully weighed before they be relied up- 
on. It is poſſible indeed there may be mention of 
them in many Authors, whom [I have neither ſeen nor 
heard of. As to what I have collected, if I do not al- 
ways name Biſhop Patrick, Lightfoot, Drufius, Scaliger, 
Relandus, and others, whoſe Books are pretty common, 
and to whom I am chiefly beholden, to vouch for 
theſe my Collections, I deſire, once for all, it may 
not be eſteemed diſingenuous, my Deſign being to be 
as brief as may be. os 

To caſt all into the plaineſt and moſt diſtinct Me- 
thod I can, I ſhall divide my Diſcourſe into three 
Periods. ' | Eat vals, | 


I. In the Firſt, I ſhall: give an Account of their 
Riſe, and what was the Occaſion of it; and then ſhew 
what I further meet wich concerning them, to the 
Time of the Building of the Temple upon Mount 
Gevizim. | | ng, 1s 2 

II. The Second Period begins with their Temple, 
when their Schiſm was now fully formed and/confirm- 
ed, in which I ſhall conſider, Firſt, The Bühding oh 
their Temple, and the ſettling of their 1 
TH - 8 yy cona , 


in!) 


Secondly, Their Principles, Opinions, and Practices, 
under which will be comprehended; (1.) The Rule 


they attended to, (2.) What the Fews charged them 
wich in Relation to their Rule; ro wit their eorrupting 
of it, and their worſhipping of Images contrary to it. 
(3) The Place where they worfhipped, (4) Their 
particular Opinions and Practices. Thirdly, The Seas 


and Diviſions among them; and Farbhß, Such Hiſts- 


rical Paſſages relating to them from the Begihning of 
this Period, to the Reign of the Emperor Faſtinian, 
as I have found in ſeveral Autfiors. 
"ES 169 BW HH D199 DOS I 191137 10 
III. In the Third Period of my Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
give ſome Account of their Modern State, and how 
cloſe they have kept to their old Opinions in the two 
laſt Centuries; and ſuch other Particulars concern- 
ing them, as late Travellers have ſupply'd me with. 


To gire an Aceount öf the firſt Riſe of this Seck; 


and of the Occaſion of it, we muſt begin at the Cap- 


tivity of the Ten Tribes, which we find in 2 Kings xvii; 
when Iſrael had highly provoked the Lord by Idolatry 
and many wicked Practices, rejected God's Statates and 
bis Covenant, and followed Vanity, and went after the Hea- 
then that were round about them, and would not hear, but 
hardened their Necks, though the Lord teſtified againſt them 
by bis Prophets. Then was the Lord angry with Iſrael, and 


removed them out of bis ſight, 2 Kings xvii. v. 13. O. For 


in the Beginning of that Chapter, we find, That Sbal- 
maneſer King of Aſſria came up againſt Samaria, and 
Hoſhea the King of Iſrael became bis Servant and gave 
bim Preſents. ' But when he found Conſpiracy in Hoſbea, 
and that he was tampering with So King o „ he 
came up à ſecond time, made Hoſhea Priſoner, and 
took Samaria after a Siege of three Years, in the 


ninth Year of King Hoſhea, and in the Year of the 


World 3227. And that 1/rzel might 1 him no fur- 
ther Diſturbance, by rebelling and ſeeking to ſhake 
off his Yoke, he carried the People away into Aﬀſyria, 
1 s 32 aA 
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and placed them in Halah and Habor, by the River Go- 
zan, and in the Cities of the Medes, (ver. 6.) That is, 
he carried them into the ſame Countries, whither 
Tiglath Pileſer had before carried the Children of Reu- 
ben and Gad, and the half Tribe of Manaſſeb, 1 Chron. v. 
26. There ſeems indeed to be ſome difference between 
the two Texts, 2 Kings xvii. 6. and 1 Chron. v. 26. and 
it may be it doth but ſeem ſo. Inſtead of the Cities 
of the Medes in the one Place, we find Hara in the 

ther, both which may ſignifie the ſame Country. 
For Pauſanias tells us, (lib. II.) that Aria was the Name 


of that Region before it was called Media. Or if the 


Greeks and Pauſanias were miſtaken in the Name of a 
Country ſo far from them, and took a Province of 
Perſia ſtill called Eri for Media, though Partbia is ſaid 


to lie between them; yer {till the ſame Country may 
be meant by both theſe Names, if the Conjecture of 


| Bochartus, which we find in Biſhop Patrick's Commen- 


tary on 1 Chron. v. may be allowed: He thought the 
Northern Part of Media, which was mountainous, and 
where, Strabo (lib. XI.) ſaith, many Nations who came 
from other Parts inhabited, was properly called Hara 
from the Word Har, which ſignifies a Mountain. But be 


that as it will; it is no Wonder, if a clear Account of 


Names andPlaces cannot be given at ſo great aDiſtance. 

Hottinger out of Elmacinus, ſays, They were placed 
in the Cities of Aſpahay ; others ſay in Shuſhan ; but 
Biſhop Patrick upon 2 Kings xvii. ſays, Halab or Chalach 
was Calachena in Ptolomy, on the North of 4ſſjria, That 
Habor was Chaboras a Mountain between AHria and 
Media ; berween which Mountain and the Caſpian Sea, 
is the City Gauzania, that is Gozan, ſeated between 
two Chanels of the River Cyrus, the ancient Name 
of which River, Nicholas Fuller (Miſcel. L. II. C. v.) 
thinks was Gozan. And I find not any Account of 
theſe Places ſo agreeable as this. 1 

Now notwithſtandipg it be here plainly affirmed, 


That the 1/raelztes were placed in the Cities of the 


Medes, and in the adjacent Regions ; yet ſome of the 
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Jews carry them into I know what remote Province un- 
der Prete Joan, not Fretum Favan, as it is miſtaken 
by the Tranſlator, ſays Vorſtius upon David Ganz, 
pag. 44. So ſay, in that Book, the Authors of Orchath 
Olam and Fuchaſin. Others place them by the River 
Sambation, others by Euphrates, as it is in Abarbinel on 
Iſaiah xxvii. And Rabbi David Ganz, declared him- 
ſelf much unſatisfied about the Place of their Settle- 
' ment, and complained that it was unknown, and pur- 
poſed to write a Book, to do whar he could to clear 
- Point, but whether he did ſo or not, I cannot 
8 i) 
| And ſome Chriſtians alſo have rambled as far as 
Tartary to find them out, though tis in vain to expect 
to meet with any true Remains of them now in the 
World, whatever Benjamin Tudelenſis imagines to the 
contrary in his Itinerary. He indeed pretended to 
find great Numbers of them in Media and thereabouts ; 
yea mighty Nations of them, bur nor to be approach- 
ed, but by paſling over Deſerts of eighteen or twenty 
Days Journey. But his Accounts are very improbable 
not to ſay incoherent, and his Diſcourſe fo contrived, 
as to magnify the flouriſhing Condition, and to extol 
the vaſt Increaſe of the Poſterity of the Ten Tribes, 
living in ſeveral Places under no Government bur 
their own ; and at the ſame time to deter inquiſitive 
Perſons from endeavouring afrer a more particular 
Knowledge of their Country and Condition. So that 
J believe, they may continue many Ages more, as 
much unknown to the World, as they have been hi- 
therto, before any bold Traveller will attempt the 
Diſcovery of them. 54 
There is alſo another Fewiſh Author, under the 
Name of Eldal Danita, who pretends likewiſe to in- 
form us of the Regions where the remainders of theſe 
Tribes are to be found; but I think it is not worth 
the while, to trouble the Reader with what either of 
them ſays in this Matter, nor with Abraham PeritfoPs 


Narrative of great Numbers of them, ſhut up ow | 


(14 ) 
high Mountains ſomewhere in I=d4ia, towards Scyrhia, 
in the Deſert of Cbabor, nor with his Deſcription of 
the Way thither. For ſome have imagined that they 
broke out of thoſe Encloſures, and flipt over into 
America. And it will be an endleſs Piece of Work to 

ſingle them out from the vaſt Herd of Nations dwel- 
| ling on that large Continent. 1 IZ de 
0 But to return from this wandering Digreſſion. That 
f the Land of Hrael ſhould not lie waſte, and the wild 
[i Beaſts increaſe upon the few Inhabitants left in it, did 


3 — ———— ³— - * 


j 5 Sbalmaneſer plant in the Cities of Samaria, a new Colony 
1 of mixt People brought ow Babylon, and from Cutha, 
| ; and from Ava, and from Hamath; and from Sepharvaijm, 
4 2 Kings xvii. 24. ' Biſhop Patrick on the Place, thinks 
i this Colony was brought into the Land of - Iſrael by 
{ © Eſar-haddon, Son of Sennacherib King of Aſſytia, But 


i why ſhould the Land want Inhabitants ſo long? It 

ll may therefore perhaps be more agreeable, which the 

ſame learned Author, upon further ' Conſideration, 

1 ſuggeſts upon Ezra iv. 2. That Eſar buddon brought thi- 

ther a ſecond Colony, ſometime after the firſt; ſettled 

there by Shalmaneſer. As for the great and noble A, 

1 napper, mentioned. Ezra iv. 16. Dr. Lig bifoot, (Difquifit. 

| Chorog. in Joan.) tells us, That the Fews thought he 

was Sennacherib whom they in the Talmud call a Man 
of eight Names. Some take him for Shalmaneſer; others, 

it from comparing the ſecond and tenth Verſes of that 

it Chapter, for E/ar-baddon. To be ſure, thoſe Verſes 

| do not favour the Conjecture of his being either Shale 

4 maneſer or Sennacherib, or any General that brought the 


li firſt Colony thither. The Havock made amongſt thoſe 
1 new Planters by the Lions, gave Eſar-haddon occaſion 
|'  _ to ſenda ſecond Colony, and it ſeems moſt probable, 


it that Aſuapper was ſome great Commander, entruſted by 
"8 Eſar-baddon to carry over thoſe. People, and to ſee 
" them ſettled there. The 27011 

it Now to conſider who the Men of theſe five Nations 
[ ſertled here by Sennacherib were. From whence the 
Men of Bahylen.came there is no doubt, nor ef tbe 


Men 
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Men of Hamath, for that was a City of Syria, lately 
conquer'd by the Ahrian, and lay near the Borders of 


Canaan. The Avites, according to Biſhop Patriots 


Conjecture, were ſome Remains of the Avims, who 
in old Times dwelt in Hazeroth, and who, when their 
Nation was deſtroyed by the Caphtorim, (Deut. ii. 23.) 
eſcaped, as he ſuppoſeth, and paſſing over Eupbratet, 


ſettled beyond that River. As for the Men of Sephar- 


vaim, the aforeſaid Learned Biſhop knows not whenco 
to fetch them, He only tells us, that there was a City 
called Sipbara upon Eupbrates, not far from the Sea. I 
ſuppoſe it is Sipphara in Ptolemy, which he places in Mes 
ſopotamia, between Naarda on the Weſt, and Seleucia on 
the Eaſt, and which ſome ſay is now called Viſaopatan; 
and till a better be produced, this may ſtand for a pro- 
bable Conjecture of being the Place from whence the 
Men of Sephervaim were brought, 3 cat 

Cutha feems to have been in Chaldea, or Babylonia, fo 


4 denominated from Cuſb the Son of Ham, ho ſet- 


tled in the Land of Sbinar in the Territory of Babylon ; 
from whence ſome. of bis Poſterity paſſed over into Aras 
bia, and ſeating themſelves there, gave Name to the 
Land of Cuſh, afterwards called the Land of Havilab; 
of which Country was Zipperah the Wife of Moſes, not 
an Ethiopian but an Arabian Chuſhite. This Cutha was the 


place where Nimrod ſeated himſelf in the Province of 
Erac in Babylon, not Erac. in Perſia, as Foſephus miſtakes 


it. Here allo was the River Cutha cut by Nimrod, 


who was called Cuth from that River, ſays Al:fabari the 


Perſian; though the River rather had its Name from 
him the Son of Caſh: And perhaps this was the River 
Nahar Malſeba, that is, the King's River, mentioned 
in Hiſtory; a fit Denomination from ſo great an Au- 
thor, This is the moſt probable Account of Cuba, gi- 


ven by Dr. Hyde, in his Book of the Religion of the 


Ancient Perſians, Chapter the Second; who furcher 


bſerves, That the Country Cuſh was. in the Babylonian 


after warpds ſtiled the ChHaldean) Dialect, called Curb, hy 


an uſual Change of the ' Hebrew. Letter Schin into Tau. 
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ſancbſites, the Debavites, and the Elamites, and the 


(16 


80 that from this Account (if it be received) here is 


no room for Dr. Lightfoor's Suſpicion (Diſquiſ. Chor. in 


Joan.) as if the Fews by way of Reproach, and to ex- 
preſs their Hatred to the Samaritans, called them Cuthites 
after the Syrian Dialect, for Cuſhites, which was the 
Name of a Nation hated by them, and eſteemed as 
curſed and frightful to look upon, from their black Co- 


lour. But that the Samaritans were commonly called 


Cuthites by the Fews, it was from this 3 who pro- 
bably were the moſt conſiderable Part of the Colony, 


as the Greeks called them Samaritans, from the Country _ 


they were planted in; which Denomination ſtill ob- 
tains, the other being of a long time worn out and for- 
gotten, ſince the Fews who uſed it, have been ſcatter'd 


over all the World; and ſo few of them have lived in 


their old Country, and in the Vicinage of the Samari- 
tans. Vorſtius indeed, in his Notes upon R. David Ganz, 
thinks that the Fews upon account of their being ſoof- 


ten Vexatious to them, as they more particularly were, 


— 


in their going to and from their Annual Feaſts, uſed 


the Name of Cuthites by way of Hatred and Contempt, 
(as in Truth, they did) but in a peculiar Senſe, for a 
Schiſmatick or Heretick, as the ſevereſt Brand they 
could ſtigmatize the Perſon ſo called, with. And in- 


deed it would have been ſo, had they called any other _ 


Perſon a Cuthite, by the Name of a People fo abhorred 


by them upon account of their Schiſm; but to call 
them ſo, was to callthem by a Name that ſhewed their 


Original, but included nothing of Schiſm in ir. 
Now in Ezra iv. v. 9, 10. we have another Account of 


the Nations planted in the Cities of Samaria, by Eſar- 


baddon and Aſnapper, by which, as it plainly appears, 


there were two Colonies, ſo theſe are the Names of the 
People of whom the Second Colony conſiſted, For there 
we find a Letter written to Artaxerxes King of Perſia, 
againſt the Fews to hinder them from Rebuilding Feru- 
ſalem, by the Dinaites, the Apbarſachtbites, the Tarpelites, 
the Apbarſites, the Arcbevites, the © Babylonians, the Su- 


of 


reſt 


; ( 17 ) 2 BR 
of the Nations whom the great and noble Aſnapper 
brought over and fer in the Cities of Samaria. The 
moſt of theſe being drawn out of ſeveral Places in the 
AHrian Empir , were different from thoſe who made 
up the firſt Ci my; but where thoſe Places lay, I ſhall 
not attempt tc »ffer a particular Account, for want of 
better Knowled e of the ancient Geography of that Part 
* of the World. 

Before I proceed further, I cannot forbear mention: 
ing a Fancy of Elias Aſchenazi, or Ekas the German, a 
Learned Fewiſh Grammarian, born near Nurembergh in 
Germany, and who is ſaid to have died A. C. 1547. a 
Convert to the Chriſtian Religion. The Conceit is 


this, That the Cingari of the latter Ages, whom we 


call Gypſies, were derived from theſe Cutbeant, what Rea- 
ſons he offer'd to ſupport this Fancy with, I know not; 
but I never found that they were given to ſtrole about 
the World, whereas theſe Cheating Vagabonds have 
ſwarmed in moſt Parts of Europe, in Africa, in Egypt, 
and perhaps in other Countries alſo. 


But to go on. We are told concerning theſe new 


Inhabicants, 2 Kings xvii. 25. That they did not fear the 
Lord. That they owned not the Power and Providence 
of the moſt high God, but paid their Religious Du- 


ties to their various Idols; and that therefore to vin- 


dicate his Honour, and his ancient Inheritance, he 
ſent Lions among them, which ſlew many of them. This 
was ſo unuſual, that it was look'd upon as Miraculous, 
and a Teſtimony of the Anger of the Supreme 
Power, for being neglected or not honoured aright. 
And according to the common Notion among Idola- 
trous Nations, and the Worſhippers of many Gods, of 
Topical Deities that belonged peculiarly to this or 
thar Country or City, this Calamity was attribu- 
ted (ver. 26.) to their not knowing the manner of the God 
of the Land, how he ought to be worſhipped ; and 
that he thereupon in his Diſpleaſure, had ſent Lions 


among them. Which is to be underſtood in a proper 


and liceral Senſe, n a Notion * 
the 


— 
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the Jews, that it was to be taken figuratively, not for 
wild Beaſts, but for Deſtroyers, that is, for ſevere 
Diſeaſes, for a waſting Peſtilence which cut off many 
of them; and though Foſephus in his Fewiſh Antiqui- 
ties (Book 1X. Chap. xiv.) ſeems to be of that Opini- 
on, when mentioning nothing of Lions or wild Beaſts, 
he ſays, a Plague fell among them, and conſumed 
them in ſuch Sort, that they could find no Remedy, 
till they were told, they ought to adore the God of 
the Hebrews, and that therein would conſiſt their 
Safety. <P | | 
Upon a Repreſentation of this made to the King 
of Aſſyria, he (ver. 27.) commanded, ſaying, carry thither 
one of the Prieſts, whom ye brought from thence, and let them 
go and dwell there, and let him teach them the manner of 
the God of the Land. This the Fews, in the Book Tan- 
chuma, (according to Dr. Lightfoot) dreſs up into this 
formal Narration. That when the King of AHria 
heard of this Calamity, he ſent for ſome of the El- 
ders of the Captivity, and asked them, if any ſuch 
Thing had formerly been known when they lived in 
the Land, and what might be the Reaſon of its being 
fo now. Their Anſwer was, That the Land would not 
bear any Nation that was not converſant in their Law, 
and which was not circumciſed. Upon this he com- 
manded them to fend two, to inſtruct this new People; 
and they ſent Rabbi Doſt bai, Son of Fannai, and Rabbi 
Sabia, or as it is in Pirke Eliezer, ch. xxxviii. Rabbi Ze- 
chariab, who taught them the Book of the written Law. 
Thus have they added to the Scripture, which ſays, 
(ver. 28.) That upon the King's Command, One of the 


Prieſts whom they bad carried away from Samaria, came 


and dwelt in Bethel, and taught rhem how they ſhould fear 
the Lord, *Tis likely he might afterwards take others 
to aſſiſt him, but the Command was but for one to 
teach the People according to the Direction of the 
Bock of the Law. There be ſome who will have it 
to be by Tradition, and that the Book of the Law 
was not received till the Time of Sanballat. How- 

ah - S ver, 


6191 
ever, it is moſt probable they would with much Care 
and Reverence keep cloſer to the Law, to avoid God's 
Anger, who had ſo lately given up his own People to 
Captivity for their Neglect of his Law. In Pirke Elie- 
zer, we are told they were taught the Book of the 
Law by the writing Notaricon, which is a Cabbaliſtical 
way of Interpretation, whereby every. Letter of a 
Word, ſtands for a Word beginning with that Letter, 
out of all which Words joined together, the Fewiſh 
Maſters framed a Sentence, which was to be account- 
ed the Interpretation of that Word, as by this myſte- 
rious (or rather whimſical) Way contained in it, as if 
it had been made out of the initial Letters of that Sen- 
tence; when indeed that Sentence was made (and ge- 
nerally according to the Inclination or Fancy of the 
maker) out of Words beginning with the ſeveral Let- 
ters of the Word to be interpreted. Inſtances of which 
may be ſeen in Hackſpan's Cabhala Judaica, Sec. 12, 
13, 14. and in Vorſtius his Animadverſions upon Pirke 
Eliexer; who there very judiciouſly delivers his Opini- 
on, that, however the Jews pretend this Way of Wri- 
ting, and the other Parts of the Cabbala were delivered 
by God to Moſes on Mount Sinai, this fanciful Way of 
Interpretation is a novel Invention, not uſed in the 
Time of the Babyloniſh Captivity, but taken up after 
the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, either by the Authors of 
the Maſora at Tiberias, or by the Doctors of the Aca- 
demy of Pombeditba or of Soura: For there is not the 
leaſt Inſtance of this trifling in the Law, or in any 
of the old Books of the Fews. | 

To proceed. Hoping ſo to avoid the Indignation 
of the Lord, theſe new Planters joined the Worſhip of 
the Lord with that of their own Idols, mixing the Ser- 
vice of the true God and that of their falls Deities 
together: That ſo, according to the Notions then 
common in the Idolatrous World, they might propi- 
tiate all the ſuperior Powers. For ſo it follows in the 
Account given of their Practice; they were taught 


by the Prieſt ſent to them, boa te fear the Lord, Hows» 
2 | G2 a beit, 
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beit, (ver. 29, 30, 31.) Every Nation made Gods of their 
own, and put them in the Houſes of the High Places, which 
the Samaritans had made ; every Nation in their Cities where- 
in they dwelt. And the Men of Babylon made Succoth 
Benoth, and the Men of Cuth made Nergal, and the 
Men of Hamath made Aſhima, and the Avites made Nib- 
haz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt their Children 
in the Fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech the Gods of 
Sepharvaim. Theſe were their Gods, all AHrian Dei- 
ties, as Mr. Selden judges, and of which you may have 
ſome Account in his Books, De Diis Syris. Theſe were 
the Deities which they put in their Temples, and 
worſhipped together wich the God of Iſrael. 

After this manner they worſhipped the Lord (ver. 32.) 
So they feared the Lord, and made unto themſelves of the 
loweſt of them Priefts of the High Places, which ſacrificed 
for them in the Houſes of the High Places, They made 
them Prieſts, not of Levi, bur from among themſelves, 
to offer Sacrifices to the God of Iſrael. Thus they 
' fell into much the ſame Courſe with that, by which 
the Hraelites had provoked God to remove them out 
of their Land. For they feared the Lord, and ſerved their 
own Gods, after the manner of the Nations, whom they car- 
ried away from thence, (ver. 33.) and as it is further en- 
larged on in the following Verſes. Only here is this 
Difference, the Ten Tribes added the Worſhip of the 
Calves and Baal, and the Hoſt of Heaven, (ver. 16.) to 
the Worſhip of the Lord, ſacrificing to the Lord accord- 
ing to the Preſcription of the Law, and to their Idols 
after their ancient Superſtitions. But theſe made the 
Worſhip of the Lord an Acceſſion to that of their own 
Idols. They jumbled both together, and ſo made up, 
by mixing their Erhnick Rites, and the Maſaick Obſer- 
vances, ſuch a motley kind of Religion, as deſerved 
no other Name than Etbniciſm. And they continued 
in this Medley Obſervation for a long time, as it 1s, 
(ver. 41.) even about 300 Years (which is Mr. Mede's 
Computation) or rather more, to the Time that Ma- 


naſſes the Brother of Jadd the High Prieſt, who had 
a ES | mar- 
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married Sanballat's Daughter, fled thither and became 
their Prieſt. x52 


II. What I met with more in this Period, is their 
Oppoſition to the Fews, after their Return from their 
Captivity, by the Decree of Cyrus, about the Year of 
the World 3420. They firſt defired, or at leaſt pre- 
tended to delire, to joyn with them in Re- building the 
Temple, for that they ſought their God even as the 
Jews did, Ezra iv. 2. But as the next Verſe ſhews, 
were rejected by Zerubbabel and Foſbua the High Prieſt. 
Whereupon they openly ſhew'd themſelves reſtleſs Ene- 


mies to the Fews. Weakening the Hands of the People of 


Judah, and troubling them in building, and hiring Counſellors 
againſt them to fruftrate their Purpoſe, all the Days of Cyrus 
King of Perſia, even until the Reign of Darius King of 
Perſia, (ver. 4, 5.) And it follows throughout that and 


the next Chapter, how they did perſiſt in their Op- 


poſition to the Jews, and by a Calumniating Letter, 
written to King Abaſueras, or Artaxerxes, as the Greeks 
called him, which we have Ezra iv. 11, &c. obtained 
a Stop to be put to the Work of Rebuilding the City, 
untill the beginning of Darius, and when upon the 
Encouragement of Haggai and Zechariah the Prophets, 


the People began to fall to the Work a-new, they at- 


tempted by another Letter ro King Darins (Ezra v. 7, 
Cc.) to quaſh all again. But Darius finding, upon 


ſearch made among the Rolls, the Decree of Cyrus, 


not only permitted the Fews to go on, but to the great- 
er Mortification of their reſtleſs Adverſaries, obliged 
them, under the ſevereſt Penalties, to be aſſiſting to 
them, and to ſupply them with what they ſhould have 
need of. This is the Summ of the fourth, fifth, and 
ſixth Chapters of Ezra, in which there are conſiderable 
Difficulties in Chronology, that have exerciſed many 


Learned Pens, after whom, I think it becomes not me 


to attempt the adjuſting of them, nor doth it belong to 
my preſent Undertaking. It ſufficeth to my Purpoſe, 
to have ſhewn what the Carriage of the W in 

| | N 


30 


— 
— ————— — 


m!—ä̃ — 
- , 
my — I = 


R A 
— * % — — 
E ³¹¹w]AAU red e S "WTR AINS 
— —— EEE mon COW 


—̃ — r WO AE 
— , — 2 


= n _ 
— — ICE n 
. D 


- — —_ — 


_—_— — — 


— __—_— * — — 


| ( 22 


Conjunction with the other neighbouring Nations, 


was, towards the Fews in the Days of Zerubbabel and 


01283, 
As to what I find in Pirke Eliezer (Chap. xxxviii.) 


'That the Samaritans came up to fight againſt the Fews, 


newly returned from the Captivity with 180090 Men, 
it is not much to be taken notice of, becauſe the Story 


is not conſiſtent with itſelf. For it is ſaid to be when 


"Ezra, Zerubbabel, and Joſhua came from Babylon, and 


began to weep in the Temple of the Lord at the Sight 
of its Ruins. Now theſe three could not weep over the 
Ruins together; for Zerubbabel and Foſhus came to Fe- 


ruſalem about the Year of the World 3420, and Ezra 


not till long after Foſhua's Death, about 3551, in the 
Seventh Year of Artaxerxes, as it is Ezra vii. 8. 74 

But they were till the ſame malicious Enemies to 
the Jews, for when Nehemiah came out of Perſia, in 


the twentieth Year of Artaxerxes, and A. M. 3564. and 


began to build up the Wall of Feruſalem, Sanballat the 
Horonite, and the other neighbouring Governours and 
great Men, did all they could to diſcourage and hin- 
der the Building; to terrifie and to entrap Nehemiab, 
by all the cunning Methods they could think of ; ha- 
ving by their Bribes procured Shemaiah, arprerended . 
Prophet, to be an Inſtrument and Aſſiſtant in their 
wicked Contrivances. This appears from the fourth 
and ſixth Chapters of Nehemiah. And there is no doubt 
but the Samaritans were concerned in theſe Tranſacti- 
ons, though they be not expreſly named ; for there is 


no need of naming them, if Sanballat were Gover- 


nour of that Part of the Country, as he is generally 
taken to be. | 
But naming Sanballat, it may be ſeaſonable, before 
I proceed further, to conſider, that there is a Queſtion 


made concerning him, Whether he were the ſame Sam 


ballat who was Governour of Samaria under the laſt Da- 
rius of Perſia, or another Perſon. It has been commons» 
ly believed, that he was the ſame, and that we find 
mention of but one of that Name. And I ſuppoſe boy 
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chief Reaſon which hath induced Men to think ſo; 


without a more accurate Examination of the Matter, 


hath been, That when (Nebem. xiii. 28.) we find, that 


one of the Sons of Joiada the Son of Eliaſhib the High Prieſt, 
was Son in Law to Sanballat the Horonite. This Perſon 
hath been taken for Maneſſes, Brother to Faddes the 
High Prieſt, who was Son of Fochanan the Son of Foi- 
ada, and might therefore very well be called one of 
the Sons of Foiada, as being his Son's Son. This Ma- 
naſſes married Nicaſis, the Daughter of Sanballat, Gover- 
nour of Samaria, who encouraged his Son in Law to 
keep his Wife, when he was under a Neceflity of 
throwing her off, or loſing his Prieſthood, with Pro- 
miſe of Protection and Advancement, which we ſhall 
ſee hereafter made good to him. Now all this looks 
very favourably towards their Opinion, who take that 


Son of Joiada in Nebemiab xiii. 28. and Manaſſes for the 
ſame Perſon, and if that be acknowledged, it muſt then 
be the ſame Sanballat who lived in the Days of Nebemiab, 


and died a very Old Man in Alexander's Time, ſoon 
after he had finiſh'd the Temple which he built for his 
Son in Law. But notwithſtanding all this, ſome 


Learned Men have aſſerted two Sanballats, the former 


an Horonite, or of Horonaim, in the Country of Moab, of 


- whom Nehemiah ſpeaks; the latter of the Race of the 


Cutheans, (for ſo Foſepbus ſpeaks in expreſs Words) made 
Governour of Samaria by the laſt Darius of Perſia, who 
married his Daughter to Manaſſes, with a Deſign to 
have the Fews his Friends. For that Son in Law of 
Sanballat, mentioned by Nehemiah, was chaſed away 


from Feruſalem by him (Neb. Ixiii. 28.) which doubtleſs 


was done when he was ſetling the Government of the 
City, before his Return into Perſia, about the Year of 
the World 3576. (Nebem. v. 14.) above forty Years be- 
fore the Temple upon Mount Gerizim was built; 4 
long time for Manaſſes, had he been that Son of Foiada, 


to have waited upon his Father in Law, in Expectati- 


on of his Promiſe to advance him; nor could it have 
been above fire Years leſs, if, as Biſhop Wakes — 
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Darius who reigned not full ſix Years, had firſt given 


Sanballat Licence to build that Temple. But befides 
this, when Manaſſes was commanded to quit his Wife, 


or not to approach the Altar, it was not done by Nehe- 


miab, nor in his Days, but (as Foſephus tells us in the 
Eleventh Book of his Fewiſh Antiquities, Cb. viii.) by 
means of the Elders of Feruſalem, and that his Brother 
Faddus was then High Prieſt, which Dignity he came 
not to, till about the Year of the World 3610. Now 
to. omit all other Confiderations upon what hath 


been ſaid, I think we may very well conclude, that 
there were two Sanballats, both great and active 


Men in their Times; and that each of them married a 
Daughter to a Brother of the Fewiſh High Prieſt ; the 
one to a Brother of Fochanan, the other to a Brother of 
Jaddus, and that both theſe Prieſts were driven from 
Feruſalem, and loſt the Privilege of their Prieſthood, 
upon account of their Wives. And by this Aﬀertion, 


. Foſephus doth not contradict the Scripture, nor the Scrip- 
ture invalidate Foſephus, and many great Difficulties in 


the Story are removed and cleared up. 

But to return to the Carriage of the Samaritans in 
thoſe Times towards the Fews; to the Account Ezra 
hath given of their Enmity and Machinations, in the 
forecited 38th Chapter of Pirke Eliezer, we find another 
Story tack'd, of which there is not the leaſt Hint in 
Ezra or Nehemiah. And the Story 1s, That upon the 
Diſturbances given by the Samaritans, to the great 
Work of Rebuilding the Temple, which, ſaith Ekezer, 
they hindered for two Years, to the Year of Jubilee. 
Ezra, Zerubbabel and Foſhaa (for they muſt all join again 
here in ſo important a Tranſaction) gathered the whole 


Congregation to the Temple, and with the great and. 


awful Solemnity of 300 Prieſts, 300 Children, 300 
Trumpets, and 300 Books of the Law, pronounced a 
long, terrible and ſuperſtitious Curſe and Excommu- 
nication againſt the Samaritans, by the Myſtery of the 
great Name, to ſtand againſt them as a perpetual 
Curſe, as the Sentence both of the Superiour and Infe- 
| | | riour 
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riour Houſe of Judgment, that is of Heaven; and the 
Sanbedrim; loading them with all the dreadful Things 
they could think of, both in this Life and in that to 
come. This Curſe you may find ſet down in Vorſtius his 
Animadverſions on Pirke Eliexer, with ſome Remarks 
upon it. Eliexer adds, that they ſent it to Babylon to the 
Fews there, and that they curſed them likewiſe, and 
that Cyrus by his Decree, (Ezra vi. 11, 12.) laid them 
under an Eternal Anathema. In theſe Scories you have 
a Specimen of the Accuracy of che Rabbins, when they 
-precendivo Hiſtor g 1 

I do not much wonder at them, but I muſt confeſs 
my Surprize, when I find in Epiphanius Miſtakes con- 
trary to the expreſs Words of Holy Writ. His Account 
in his Book of Hereſies, (Hereſ. 8.) is to this Effect; 
That in the Time of the Captivity in Babylon, ſome of 
the Elders beſought Nebucbudonoſor that he would ſend 
ſome to People the Land of Hrael, that fo Luxuriant a 
Soil might not be without Inhabitants. Upon this he 
ſent Colonies of four Nations, the Cutheans, Cudeans, 
Seppharuvians, and Anagoganeans : Theſe went upthither, 
and carried their Idols with them, and wereſoon after 
miſerably worried by Lions, Panthers, and other wild 
Beaſts. Whereupon they ſent mournful Complaints to 
Babylon, and the King enquiring of the Heads of the 
Captivity about it, and underſtanding by them, that 
God was the Protector of the Land, and would not 
ſuffer Idolatry in ic; Eſdrai a Prieſt was ſent with a 
Book of the Law, to inſtruct the A Hrians dwelling in 
Samaria, in the Law of Moſes, which he did, as did alſo 
others who followed him. This was about the thir- 
tieth Year of the Captivity, and after forty Years more, 
the Captivity ended, and the Fews returned from Ba- 
bylon. I was amazed to find ſuch a Multitude of Er- 
rors in ſo ſhort a Narrative: I ſhall not ſtand to parti- 
cularize them, they will be obvious, too obvious to 
any one who will but compare the Account with 
2 Kings xvii. and take in all the Story of Exra, and the 


Time he came from Babylon to Feruſalem, which was 
bulb D above 
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above 300 Years after the Planting of theſe Colonies. 
. 'TheſeErrors, as to the Time of fixing the Plague of the 
Lions under Nebuchodoneſor, and his ſending Ezra totheſe 
new Planters with the Book of the Law, notorious as 
they be, are yet exactly copied out in a Tract concern- 
ing Hereſies, bearing the Name of Jobn Damaſcen, and 
publiſh'd by Cotelerius, in the firſt Volume of his Mo- 
numents of the Greek Church, pag. 278. And 'tis 
probable the great Name of Epiphanius may have lead 
others into the ſame Miſtakes, | 
His account of the Nations who made up this Colo- 
ny, deſerves to be a little reflected on. In that the 
Cut beans and Cudeans are donbtlefs the ſame, and the 
Seppbaruvians are the Men of Sepbarvaim. As for the 
Anagoganeans, Foſeph Scaliger (Elench. Tribær. cap. II.) 
thought that Name made up of the Hebrew Word Ganai, 
and the Greek "Am, both of one Signification, clapt 
into one Word, and that they are called Gabinii in the 
Remainders of the Chronicle of Exſebius. This Com- 
; poſition of a Word (if ſuch it be) is much like that of 
our Herbaliſts, who call the Vitex or Salix Marina b 
the Name of Agnus caſtus, joining together to expreſs 
it, a Greek and a Latin Word both of one Signification. 
But Druſius (Reſp. ad Minerv. Sev. lib. I. cap. 15.) gives 
another account of the Word. That in the Septuagint 
Verſion of Iſaiah xxxvii. 13. we find Anagugana, where 
according to the Hebrew,, we read Hena and lvab or 
Fuva. This had been obſerved of Old by Eucherius 
upon 2 Kings xviii. 34. who ſaith, that after the Old 
Edition it was Ana and Ava. Druſius would read there 
Anagugava, as if it had been the Name of one Place. 
But he rather thinks the Van in the midſt of the Word 
to be a Conjunction, and ſo it may be read Ana and 
Gave, as it is in Aquila, or according to the Septuagint 
(2 Kings xviii. 34.) Ana and Ava to denote two Places, 
and in conſequence of this Obſervation of Eucherius, I 
may ſay two Nations. By this it appears, that this 
Jumble of a Word made up of two, is older than Epi- 
phanius ; tho the Greet may poſſibly have further + 
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guiſed it, by changing the Letter Jau into Nun, and 
putting Anagugana for Anagugava. Now among ſo ma- 
ny Miſtakes in Epiphanius, it may not be unreaſonable ' 
to ſuppoſe there may be one Over-ſight more, in put- 
ting this Name of two Nations twiſted into one among 
the People of whom this Colony did conſiſt, which he 
found in the Prophet 1/aiab(xxxvii. 13.) joyned with 


Sepharvaim, the Men of which were certainly Part of 
the Colony we ſpeak of. bar 

II. We come now to the Second Period of his Sec, 
(and of my Diſcourſe) in which it was fully formed and 


ſettled, and its Principles and Opinions lick'd into 
Shape, and fixed, which they have held: without any 


material Alteration, even unto our Age. Before there 


was a ſtrange Medley and Confuſion, and the true God 


and Idols were honoured at the ſame time by the ſame 
Perſons. But now their Idols were forſaken, and they 
profeſſed to adhere to the true God only, according to 


the Preſcription of the Law of Moſes, which they had 
been taught. The Occaſion of ſo great a Turn, was 


as follows. 


I. After the Return of the Captivity of Judab from 
Babylon, ſeveral of the Fews married ſtrange: Wives of 


the Nations round about them ; and ſome that did ſo 
were 


ſome 


'of the Prieſts. In the laſt Chapter of Ezra 


we have a Catalogue of ſuch, as upon the Repreſenta- 


tion of the Sinfulneſs of ſuch Marriages, had promiſed 
to put away their ſtrange Wives; and we may very 
well ſuppoſe theſe were all Perſons of ſome Figure and 
Diſtinction, otherwiſe their Names would not have 


been recorded in ſo conciſe a Narrative as that of Ezra 


is. But ſome there were, who would not part with 


their Wives. For Nehemiah tells, in the laſt Chapter of 


his Book, of one of the Sons of Joiada, the Son of Eliaſhib 


_ the High Prieſt, aubo was Son in Law to Sanballat tbe Hoa» 


ronite, whom he for that 


n Reaſon chaſed from him, and 
2 : 


drove 


7 of conſiderable Rank and Quality; and 


Lim and Mount Ebal. The Situation o 


628) 3 
drove out of Feruſalem : The ſame was the Caſe of Ma" 
naſſes Brother to Faddus the High Prieſt, who had mar- 
ried the Daughter of the Younger Sanballat Governour 
of Samaria, and who choſe rather to quit his Prieſthood 
at Feraſalem, than his Wife, upon the Encouragement 
of his ſaid Father in Law, who, as Foſephus tells us, 
had promiſed to advance him to the Dignity of being 
High Prieſt, and to the Government of all Places that 
he Commanded, which he afterwards effeted. He 
was then Governour of Samaria, under the laſt Darius, 
but finding Alexander the Macedonian very Succeſsful 
againſt Darius, he came timely over to him when he 
was beſieging Tyre, with 8000. Men, treating him ſplen- 
didly, and making him great Preſents, as Fofippus ben 
Go vion informs us. By this means, he ſtood very fair 
with that Victorious Prince, and finding him highly 
diſpleaſed with the eus, becauſe the High Prieſt, for 
the ſake of his Oath to Darius, refuſed to ſend him Sup- 


plies and Proviſions for bis Army; he preſently ſtrikes 


in, and acquaints Alexander with the Deſire of Manaſſes 
— — to have a Temple in the Countries un- 
der his Government; aſſuring him (as it is in Foſephus): 
that this would, by dividing, weaken the Fews, and 
render them leſs able for the future ro make new Inſar- 
re&ions, as they had often done formerly. Upon this, 
he eaſily obtains leave to build a Temple upon Mount 
Gerix im, like to that at Jeruſalem, for the performing 
of ſolemn Worſhip, and offering Sacrifices unto God. 
Now this Mountain doth. not ſtand on the Eaſt of Feri- 


cbo, as it is placed in Epiphanius, and before him in 


Euſebius, but within the Tribe of Epbraim, not far 


from Siehem 175 at ſo ſmall a Diſtance from it, that 


Fotham cou 


from the (oP of it call to the Men of 
Sichem, (Judg. ix. 7.) That To 


wn 'ying between Geri« 
; this Mountain 
is further aſcertained, when it is added, (Deut. xi. 30.) 
That thoſe two Mountains were beſide the Plain of Moreh. 
What occaſioned that Miſtake I mentioned in thoſe 


* 1 
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two great Men about the Situation of Mount Gi 

ſeems to have been as Relandus obſerves,” that they di | 

not diftinguiſh between Gilgal, which is expreſſy ſaid, | 

(Foſb. iv. 19.) to be in the Eaft Border of Jerichs, neur | 

the Place where the Children of' Iſrael came up out ot 

Jordan, and Gilgal, in Deuter. xi. 36. over againſt, or co- 

wards; or near which that Country lies, in which thoſe 

two Mountains are. By this Gilgal, we are to underſtand: + 

Galilee : And this Part of the Country was ſo called, 

when Moſes: wrote the Book of Deuteronomy, otherwiſe 

its Name and Sire could not have been found in that 

Book; whereas the other Gilgel near Jordan, was not 

ſo called, till after the People had been Circumcis'd 

there, as we find, oſh. v. 94. 2 

And this is confirmed by the Reading of the Septuagum 
Verſion, which calls be King of tb Nations of Gilgal, 
as it is Foſh. xii. 23. according to the Hebrew; the 

» || + King of the Nations of Galilee. And the known De- 
nomination of Galilee of the Gentiles, ſeems to agree 
with: that Expreſſion of the Nations of Gilgal. Both 
which Phraſes were uſed, either upon Account of the 
mixt People who dwelt in that Country, or to denote 
a Part of the Country, containing ſeveral diſtinct 

: Towns or Cities under the ſame Government, where- 

| as generally, every City had its on peculiar King, 
But as to Galilee of the Gentiles, Biſhop Patrick upon 
Joſhna xii. 23. brings that out of St. Hierome, or rather 
out of Enſebius de locis Hebraicis, for St. Hierome is but the 
Tranſlator, which gives the Matter clear another 
Turn, and to him carries a great deal of Probability 
with it, That the Denomination of Galilee of th 
Gentiles, was occaſioned by Solomon's giving or mort« 
gaging twenty T in that Country to Hiram 
King of Tyre, for his great — in providing Ma- 
terials, towards the building o the Temple, and 
which Hiram after ſome” Time reſtored again to Soli. 
mon. Whence the learned Biſhop had it, That Solomon s 
giving thoſe Cities to Hiram, was the Occaſion of that 
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Denomination, I cannot tell ; for Euſebjus only ſays, 


There are two Galilees, the one called Galilee of the 


Gentiles, near the Borders of the Tyrians, and where 
Solomon gave twenty five Cities to Hiram King of Tyre, 
in the Lot of the Tribe of Napbtali. 5718 
But however that be, I think we may from Joſhua xii. 
23- conclude there was a Gilgal hereabouts, and ſo 
need neither, with Mercator, make this Hill Gerizim to 
be a long Tract of Mountains reaching from Sichem 
to Gilgal near the Banks of Jordan, nor, with ſome 
Jews, make the Children of Iſrael march that Day 


they paſſed over Jordan above threeſcore Miles be- 


fore they came to their firſt Night's Reſt at Gilpal. 

But to proceed, This Temple, Sanballat having ob- 
tained a Permiſſion to build, immediately ſer about, 
and finiſhed in a ſhort Time, and died two Months 
after the Surrender of Gaza to Alexander, being a ver 
old Man, as Foſepbus in the Place laſt mentioned tells 
us. Where we find further, that when the Sichemites 


ſaw Alexander's Diſpleaſure againſt the Fews turned 


into extraordinary Kindneſs and Reſpect, in viſiting 
their Temple, in remitting them their Tribute every 
ſeventh Year, and in allowing them to live after their 
own Laws; when they ſaw all this, they alſo beſought . 
him to ſee their Temple, and to grant them the like 
Relaxation of Tribute every ſeventh Year. On which 
he asked, who they were that deſired this, and find- 
ing they called themſelves Hebrews and not Fews ; he 
told them, that at his Return from Egypt, whither he 
was then marching, when he ſhould be better inform- 
ed concerning them, he would do for them what 
ſhould ſeem convenient: But of this we hear no 
Archer. | 


Tho it be not neceſſary to give here an Account 


of the Reception Alexander gave to the Jewiſh High 


Prieſt, and of his Favours to the Fews, in which Jo- 
ſephus is very particular; yet it is fit to tell you, that 
the above-mentioned Somaritan Chronicle (ebap. xliv,) 


makes all thoſe Paſſages berween Alexander and Faddus, 


reci- 
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recited by Joſepbus, to have been between the Samari- 
tans and Alexander; and further adds, That he com- 


manded the Samaritans, and the other Jews, to erect 


Statues to him, as other Nations did. And that to ſa- 
tisfie him in this Matter, they appointed that all their 
new-born Sons ſhould bear the Name of Alexander; 
and that when upon his Return out of Egypr, he asked 
where the Statues were they had erected, they pre- 


ſently produced their Sons, and told him, thoſe were 


living Statues, to every one of which they had given 
his Name, with which he was very well ſatisfied. 


The ſame Story R. David Ganz gives us concerning 


the Fews, and tells us, That by this means, they 


put by his Command of ſetting up his Statue in the 


Temple. 


But to return to what is my more immediate Buſi- 
neſs. This was the Beginning of the Samaritans Tem- 


ple, though ſome Jews in the Talmud did think it 


much older, as it is in R. David Ganz his Chronology, 


at the Year of the World according to his Supputati- 


on 3448. Manaſſes was made the Chief Prieſt in it, 
and Officiated there according to the Rules preſcri- 
bed by the Law. And thus began the formal Schiſm, 
when Altar was erected againſt Altar, and Temple 


againſt Temple, and the better to countenance all, 


an High Prieſt of the Seed of Aaron was ſettled to ma- 
nage the Concerns of Religion there ; and the Penta- 
teuch, the ſame Law which the Jews had for their 
Guide and Rule, embraced. This brought thither ma- 
ny Fews, that were unwilling to part with their 
ſtrange Wives, whom they might here retain. Theſe 
Sanballat kindly received, allowing them Houſes and 
Fields, and to ſome he gave Money alſo. The new 


High Prieſt alſo, as Bp. Patrick upon Nebemiab xiii. 28. 


cites it out of Scbebet Febuda, of Solomon ben Virga, 
made Proclamation in all the Country round about, 
that.whoever would come to his Temple, ſnould pay 
neither-Firſt Fruits nor Tythes, but only make volun- 
tary Offerings, for that God was pleaſed with free 


and 


— 
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1% and voluntary, not with forced Oblations. By this 

13 Policy he gained many, eſpecially of the poorer ſort. 

I | And if any at Fer»/alem were accuſed for eating un- 
lawful Meats, Sabbath- breaking, or any ſuch Offence, 
they — fled to Siebem, ſaying, They had been 
uujuſtly accuſed, and ſo found a favourable Reception. 

So that this Place was a Receptacle for all diſcontent- 
ed and ambitious Perſons, for all ſuch as durſt not abide 
under, or would not ſubmit to the Reformation made 
by Ezra; among which were many of the Levites, 
and even of the Poſterity of Aaron. | it. 4 
Theſe Things gave Reputation to the Schiſm, and 
they began now to think themſelves upon a Level with 
the Fews, and their Temple equal to that at Feruſalem, 
yea in à little time preferable to it. And they call- 
ed themſelves Hebrews, Iſraelites, the Poſterity of Foſeph 
the Father of Ephraim, and true Epbraimites, and Wor- 
Mippers of the True God as well as the Fews ; and 
hence challenged a direct Intereſt in the Patriarchs, 
calling them their Fathers, as che Woman of. Samaria 
did, Fobs iv. 12, 20. aſſerting alſo that the Patriarchs 

and their Fathers worſhipped in that very Mountain. 
And however the Jews, contending for Jeruſalem as the 
City which God had choſen to. place his Name in, 
did thereupon call this Temple, the Temple of Tranſ- 
greſſions; yet they thought it very advantageous to 
their Cauſe, that no fixed Place for the Seat of Wor- 
ſhip was appointed in the Pentateucb, the only Holy 
Book whoſe Authority they acknowledged; and that 
if they could perſuade the World, that Joſhua built a 
Temple upon Mount Gerizim, as tis boldly affirmed 
in the 23d Chapter of their Chronicle, all would then 

o ſmoothly on their Side. As to what is ſuggeſted 
by Sigonius, (de Rep. Hebr. L. II. C. vi.) that it might be 
looked upon alſo to their Advantage, that God was 
called upon and worſhipped in Sbilob, in the Tribe of 
Epbraim, long before the Ark was carried to Feruſalem ; 
it might have been thought ſo, till it appeared that 
in this their Chronicle (cb. xli.)- they diſclaimed- * 
14s an 
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and charged Eli with a Schiſmatical Attempt for re- 
moving the Publick Worſhip from Mount Gerizim to 
Shilob. The Reaſon of which might poſſibly be an 
Apprehenſion, that if the Worſhip in Sbilob, which 
was performed before the Ark of the Lord, had been 
owned by them, the Removal of the Ark to Jeruſalem, 
might have been taken for a very good Plea for wor- 
ſhipping there. . . 

Now upon the ſetling of this Worſhip in the new 
Temple, and the falling in of many Jews to it, the 
mixt People who made up the main Body of this Con- 
gregation, being mightily pleaſed with this new Mo- 
del, threw off their falſe Gods and Idols, and wor- 
ſhipped the God of Iſrael only: But (as many learned 
Men believe) with ſome Tincture and Smatch of what 


they had been accuſtomed to, under the viſible Repre - 


ſentation of a Dove: Yea Druſius out of the Talmud 
tells us, That they circumciſed in the Name of an 


Image, repreſenting a Dove, which was found on the 


Top of Mount Gerizim, and to which they paid a 
particular Reverence. But this all ſeems to be but a 
Fewiſh Calumny, and one of the many Repreſenta- 
tions made of them, out of the Hatred the Fews had 
conceived againſt them. 

But ſince the Jes have made ſo much with this Dove 


of the Samaritans, it may not be improper to conſider 


it more particularly, to diſcern, if we can, what might 
be at the Bottom of it. SOS | 
Now the Dove was the Banner of Semiramis, for . 
whoſe Memory the Aſhrians had a very. great Venera- 
tion ; and the ſucceeding Kings of 725 uſed the 


ſame. And the Reaſon why ſhe choſe. che Dove for 


her Banner, is ſaid to be, for that ſhe had in her In- 
fancy been fed by Birds, and particularly by Doves ; 
and tis likely ſhe had her Name thence alſo, if we 
be rightly informed, when we are told, that her Name 


in the old Babylonian Language ſignifies a Mountain-- 


Dove. And now it is not to be wondered at, if theſe 
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People being originally Aſſyrians, and ſent by the 
Kings of 4ſſyria out of ſeveral Parts of their Domini- 
ons to dwell in the Cities of Samaria, had a particular 
Regard for the Dove, and if they did ſet it up as a Me- 
morial of their own Original, and a Teſtimony of 
Reſpect for, and Remembrance of that Govern- 
ment, by which they were placed in the Land they 
poſſeſſed. All this might be done, and yet nothing 
of Idolatry be in the Caſe, Or perhaps the Dove 
might be ſet up in ſome Publick Places by the 
Order of the Aſſyrian Princes, as a Witneſs of their 
being Lords of the Country ; as the Romans for the 
fame Reaſon ſet up the Eagle upon Mount Sion, and 
upon the Chief Gate of the Temple at Feruſalem ; 
and as it is uſual for Princes to ſet up their Arms in 
Places conquered by them. The Eagle indeed at Je- 
ruſalem was quickly taken down again, when it was 
found the Fews, out of an Abe@mination of Images, 
would rather hazard all than endure it. But the Sa- 
maritans were more pliable to the Will of thoſe under 
whoſe Power they found themſelves ; as appears by an 
Inſtance, wherein their Religion was more concerned 
thari it was in this. When the Jews were in Proſpe- 
rity they profeſſed to be Epbraimites and their Bre- 
thren, but when the Syrian Kings perſecuted the Fews 
for their Religion, they drew back, diſowned the Re- 
lation, and called-themſelves Sidonians. Now if either 
of the Caſes mentioned, were the Caſe before us, as 
probably one of them was; and if their Uſe of, and 
Reſpect for the Dove went no further than this (as ir 
is not ſafe to be very poſitive in the Matter) there 
might be Room enough, though no juſt Grounds for 
thoſe who bare them no good Will, to find a Colour 
for Cenſure and Imputations; of which the Rabbins af- 
ford us Plenty upon very flender Occaſions: I ſhall 
name only one of Rabbi Azarias, in his Book called 
Meor Enaijm, affirming as we.are told, That the Sama- 
ritans worſhipped a Dove, in Flattery to the King 0 = 

8 4s | Nen; 
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that out of the Samaritan Chronicle, which looks like 


had the Service of a Dove, whom they looked upon 


Conjecture to Conjecture, it may not be altogether 


of which as to this Verſion we have, Relandus is po 


Tranſlator, or ſome Perſon who was not willing that 
Impoſtor ſhould have a Pretence to Divine Inſtructi- 


Step further, what if both of them ſhould be ſuppo- 


ly are they propoſed. 


Dove placed on Mount Gerizim, which they ſaid the 


5 (35) 
bylon ; which ſeems to have been a ſpiteful Improvement 
of what I have juſt now ſaid. an 


„ 4 


But after all, Scaliger in his Notes on A rus brings 
a more probable Reaſon of their ſo highly; eſteeming » 
a Dove; and that is, They affirm there, that Foſhua 


as taught of God, and fo a kind of Divine Miniſter 
and Aſſiſtant to him. I ſuppoſe this refers to what is 
already mentioned of Toſtus's ſending a Letter by a 
Dove to Nebichus in his Diſtreſs. But if we may add 


abſurd to ſuppoſe this may be a Story written after the 
Copy of Mabomet's Pretence of being inſtructed by a a 
Pigeon : And if this Chronicle ſhould be written be- 
fore Mabomet's appearing in the World, the 9 
1 


tive in; ſuch a Paſſage might eaſily be {lipe in by the 


on, which they wanted; eſpecially when Foſhus was 
looked upon by many of them, as that Prophet like 
unto. Moſes, whom they were to hear. Or to- go one 


ſed to take the Hint from that remarkable Paſſage 
at our Saviour's Baptiſm, when the Spirit of God was 
ſeen deſcending like a Dove, and lighting upon bim, Mat. iii. 
16. But theſe were all but Conjectures, and as ſuch on- 


landus in his Diſſertation concerning Mount Geri. 
vim, (Sect. 13.) propounds another Conjecture, That, 
though he found nothing in their Chronicle about 
the Worſhip of a Dove, he yet thinks there is in it, 
what might give Occaſion to that Jewiſh Story of a 
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Samaritans worſhipped. And that is, where it is ſaid 

That RBalurraba brake to Pieces the brazen Bird which 

the Romans had ſet up there as a Taliſman, to diſcover 

when any Perſon came up to the Hill to * 
| | 2 | 


ä 

This Bird he ſuppoſes was a Dove, though tis a very 
ſlender Conjecture that it was ſo; for that the Dove 
which carried Joſhua's Letter already mentioned, is 
ſimply called a Bird. For however a Dove may be 


called a Bird, yet when a Bird is ſimply named, it 
doth by no means imply a Dove, unleſs ſomewhat that 


went before leads us to it. But be it ſo, that this was 
a Dove, I am apt on the other hand to ſuſpe& alſo 
that ſome Imputation of this nature may be found 
older than the Time of Adrian, under whom this 
Bird is ſaid to be ſet up. Or if not, it is very odd to 
ground a Charge of Jdol-Worſhip upon that, for the 
deſtroying of which, the Samaritans do highly com- 
mend and applaud Babarraba. Nor doth another Suſpici- 
'on of Relandus make any Thing to the Purpoſe, that 
if this Bird had not been ſaid to have been placed there 
by the Romans, it might have been thought to have 


been placed there by themſelves, to keep off Pigeons ' 


and other Birds (which could not be kept off by the 
Fence made about the Temple) from defiling it and 
the holy Mount. For we no where find that the Sa- 
maritans were given to that Superſtition. | 


But The Jews have not yet done with this Dove's 
Image. Rabbi David Ganz, Anno Mundi 3881. after his 


Computation, hath this further to ſay about it, That 
in the Days of Rabbi Meir, who lived at that Time, 
which was about 53 Years after the Deſtruction of the 
ſecond Temple, this Image was found upon Mount 
Gerizim, and that thereupon that Zealot of a Rabbi 
pronounced, that the Samaritans were to be accounted 
as Heathens. But not a Word is ſaid, whether it were 
found where it had been hid in the Earth, or among 
the Rubbiſh of their Temple, or in the Place of Wor- 
ſhip. then frequented by them; nor is it ſaid they paid 
any Reſpe& or Reverence to it. So that no Conclu- 
fion can be made from a Story ſo looſely told, but this, 
That the Fews were ready to reproach the Samaritans 
right or wrong, upon or without Occaſion. 
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As little notice deſerves another Story reported of 


them, by ſome of the Jes, that they were wont to 


offer Sacrifices in Honour of Fephtha's Daughter and 


f 


therefore it ſhall ſuffice to have barely named it. 


II. To come now to their Principles, Opinions, and 
Practices. 1. The firſt Thing to be conſidered is the 


Holy Rule they attended to, and that was the Law, 
or the five Books of Moſes. Out of theſe they were in- 


ſtructed by the Prieſt that came to them from Babylon. 


They diſcerned with what Aduantage the Law was 
given by Moſes to the Iſraelites, and wi Manaſſes came 
among them, they had obtained 'a'Temple to rival 


that at Jeruſalem, -and had put the Worſhip of God into 
a better Order, according to the Preſcription * of the 


Law : And this did not only draw many diſcontented 
Jews unto them, but drew them alſo off from their 
Idols, which they were now willing to abandon, and 


to worſhip the Lord only ;' though their Knowledge of 


him was ſtill imperfect by reaſon of ſome Tincture of 
their former Notions and Opinions, which they were 
willing to retain ſo far as they could think there could 
be any Conſiſtency with the Law they had eceived,; 
and in the Obſervation of which, ſo far as they did com- 

rehend it, they ſeemed to be more exact than the 
Jews themſelves in ſeveral Inſtances. 21. V, 

They thought theſe Books the only Rule, and a 
ſufficient Guide, and herein the Sadduces ſeem to have 
followed them. In this they both agreed, that nothing 
was an Article of Religion but what they found in 


Moſes.” | 


As to Joſhua, to be ſure they were not unacquainted 
with his Hiſtory, -however they took it not for any 
part of their Rule. They havetaken it into their Chro- 
nicle, but have foiſted into it, and tack'd to it many 
other Things out of a manifeſt Deſign, and call'd this 
Chronicle in its new Dreſs the Hiſtory of Joſbua. And 
as ſome of them took him for that Prophet they were 
to hear, as Photius in his Bibliotbec. Numb, 230. tells us 
x1 out 
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out of Eulegius, ſo they dreſt up his Actions in ſuch a 
manner, asthey thought might be moſt ſerviceable to 
them. | | 


As to the Prophets, and the other Books of the Fewiſh 


Scripture, tis certain they did not read them in their 
Synagogues, whether they had them at all amongſt 
them, or were utterly unacquainted with them, is un- 
certain. Biſhop Walton in the Preface to his Intro- 
duction to the Oriental Tongues (Sec. 20.) thinks the 
Reaſon of their receiving the Pentateuch only, might 
be, becauſe that contained the Covenant between God 
and his People and the Rules of his Worſhip, with the 
Promiſes and Threats that belonged to all; the Know- 
ledge of which was neceſſary to all Hebrews : And ſo 
theſe were the only Books that went common among 
the People, and out of which they were inſtructed. 
The Prophets and the reſt were kept in the Temple, 
and were read by the Prieſts and the Learned; hut 
were not ſo well known among the People, at leaſt till 
they began to read the Prophets in the Synagogues, 
which the Fews did not till after their Return from the 
Captivity. And if (as that Learned Biſhop, thinks) 
this were the Caſe of the Jews, we cannot expect it 
ſhould be ſo well in this reſpect with the Ten Tribes, 
or thoſe who lived under the Kingdom of 1/rdel. For 
when the Schiſm began between the Ten Tribes, and 
the Tribes of Judab and Benjamin by Feroboaw's means, 
the Canon of the Scripture could not be ſetled; for the 
greateſt Number both of their Hiſtorical and Prophe- 
tical Books were not written till after the Captivity of 
the Ten Tribes: And ſuch as were written in the ſpace 
of Time between Jeroboaw's dividing from Judab, and 
Hoſhea the laſt King of Iſrael, were not received by the 
Iſraelites, becauſe they were under a diſtinct Govern- 
ment, and went not upto Feruſalew to worſhip, and 
little minded what was done and received there in the 
Kingdom of Judab, eſpecially ſince the Prophets pro- 
pheſied very ſevere Things againſt the Ten Tribes and 
the Kings of 1/rael, for the corrupt Worſhip they _ 
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ſet up and maintained, in oppoſition to that at Jeruſa- 


lem, and for their ſhameful Idolatry. And the Prieſt 
fent from Babylon, being one of the Prieſts who was 


carried Captive thither out of the Land of 1/rael, it can- 
not be thought he ſhould engage thoſe he was ſent to 


inſtru, to receive any other Books, but what had been 


received by the Iſraelites. And however Ezra, after the. 


Return of the Fews from Babylon, did ſettle the Canon 
of the Scripture (as we term it), it is not ſtrange that 
no more than the Pentateuch, which they had been ac- 
cuſtomed to, was received by them, who were now in 
open Enmity with the Jews; and did them all the ſpite- 
ful, ill Offices they could, and who would have been 
convinced and condemned by the Prophets, had they 


received them; for they did exprefly declare, that Fe- 


ruſalem was the Place which God had choſen to put his 
Name there, which was a ſufficient Bar againſt their re- 
ceiving them. ; 

And now, if they thus rejected the other Books of 


| Scripture which the Jews received, no wonder if t 


did not admit thoſe Traditions which aroſe after this 
Age, and overſpread the Few: Church, notwithſtand- 
ing the glorious Pretence of their having been given 
them by Moſes by Word of Mouth, as received by 


him from God upon Mount Sinai, and by the ſame way 


deliver'd down from one Generation to another, till 
they were collected into a Body after the Deſtruction 
of Feruſalem in the Aiſcbna by Rabbi Jebudab Hal badaſab, 


who lived about the Year of Chriſt 170. That Book . 


was publickly read in the Schools of the ems, and by 
the Addition of the various Obſervations and Diſputa- 
tions of the 
voluminous Work called the Talmud, Under which 
Name the Jeu: have two Collections, the one bearin 
the Name of the Feruſalem Talmud, the Work of R 
chanan, who died about the Year of Chriſt 279. The 


other called the Babylonian Talmud, was begun by Raf 


Ae and finiſhed: by Raf Auina about the Year 500. And 
theſe Traditions of-theirs, for all: their pretended Anti- 


Fewiſh Doctors, was improved into that 


quity, 
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quity, if we conſider the many Diſperſions and the un- 
ſettled Condition of the Fews in the World, might long 
ere this have been as unknown to them as to the Sa- 
maritans, had it not been for the Diligence of the afore- 
named Rabbies. | | 13. 59 
Upon this account of adhering cloſely to the Letter 
of the Law only, yea without any Liberty in the Tran- 
| Nation, but exactly rendering Word for Word, it is, 
that Morinus in a Letter to Petrus 4 Valle (Antiquit. Eccl. 
Orient. pag. 159.) tells us, that the Talmudiſts join the 
Samaritans, whom they call Buteans, with the Karaites 
or Textuaries, certain Hereticks as they reckoned them, 
who admitting of no Traditions, kept ſcrupulouſly to 
the very Letter of the Scripture. Relandus, in the cloſe 
of his Diſſertation concerning the Samaritans, gives us 
ſeven other Inſtances wherein theſe and the Karaites 
agreed. EET | | 
That then which was known to come from Moſes, 

they received: And if their Account be true, they 
were not beholden to the Fews for that. For they ſay, 
that Moſes, beſide the Original Book of the Law laid 
up in the Ark, cauſed twelve Copies to be written, for 
every. Tribe one, which were delivered to them for 
their Uſe. But however that be, there is no Doubt but 
it was to be found among thoſe who were left in the 
Land by Tiglath Pileſer, who is not to be ſuppoſed to 
have carried all the People away into Captivity, but to 
have permitted many of the meaner Sort to continue 
in their Native Soil. And to be ſure the Prieſt, who 
was ſent to teach the New Colonies the manner of the 
God of the Land, 2 Kings xvii. 27. brought the Book of 
the Law along with him. So that it is eaſie to be ſatis- 
fied how they might come by that Book, notwithſtand- 
ing the Diſputes among the Learned, whence they 
ſhould have it. 40, 20 3:3kp 

This Book of the Law they thus adhered to, and it 
hath been read in their Synagogues all along; and 
their being ſo obſervant of it, made; Rabban Simeon. ben 


Gamaliel, contrary to the manner of the Fews, n 
, , m- 
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himſelf ſo much in their Favour, as to ſay, That a 
Cuthean was in all things as an HVraelite; and at another 


time to own, That in whatever Precept they exerciſed 
themſelves, they were more accurate in it than the 
Iſraelites, at leaſt till Hircanus deſtroyed their Temple. 


Thus Dr. Lightfoot (Centur. Chorog. in Matt. Cap. lvi.) out 
of the Feruſalem Talmud. And Maimonides, as I find him 


cited by Relandus (De Samaritanis N. 3.) though he men- 
tion that Story of the Dove found in Rabbi Meir's Time, 
and the Charge of Idolatry grounded upon it, yet owns 
that having of Old Time been Idolaters, they after- 
wards learn'd the Law of Moſes, and took it in its 
plain Literal. Senſe, and obſerv'd the Precepts which 
they thought Obligatory, with the greateſt Accuracy 
and Zeal; and are accounted for ſuch as believe the 
Law, and worſhip one God without Idolatry. Upon 
the whole therefore, I cannot gueſs why Eraſmas, in 
his Notes upon St. Hierome's Dialogue againſt the Luci- 


Ferians, ſhould expreſs himſelf ſo looſely, as to ſay, 


They did not reject the whole Law, which Words imply, 
That they received but little of it, and do not very 
well conſiſt with that qualifying Expreſſion which fol- 
lows, That they diſſented in ſome Things. 

Of this Pentateuch they had a Samaritan Verſion, or 
a Tranſlation made out of the Hebrew Samaritan Text 
into their Samaritan Dialect, or the Chaldee Samaritan 


Speech, which is thought to be very Old, and to have 


been made for the Sake of ſuch Fews, as joined to them 
in good Numbers after their Return from their Capti- 
vity in Babylon, where the Hebrew Tongue had been 
diſuſed, and in a manner forgotten, and become al- 
moſt unknown to the common Sort, who had ac- 
cuſtomed themſelves to the Uſe of the Language of the 
Country, where they were detained Captives, ſo that 


thoſe who were born in or after the Captivity gene- 


rally underſtood the Chaldee only. 
Of this Verſion, Hottinger gives a large Account, in 


a2 Diſſertation of the Tranſlations of the Scriprures : 


They have alſo an Arabian Verſion of the EI 
8 1 | | uc 
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but by whom made, or in what particular Age I can- 
not ſay, only in general, that ic ſeems to be of later 
Pate, and I ſuppoſe was made fince the Mahometans 
became their Maſters, under whom they found it ne- 
ceſlary to learn and take up the Arabian Tongue, which 
150 now commonly uſe, and have done for feveral 
m5 | EA, 
ut beſides theſe, they had a peculiar Greek Verſion, 
which Hottinger ſuppoſes might be made about the time 
of Alexander the Great; and if that be allowed it is 
older than the Septuagint Verſion. There are two 
- Queſtions made about it; the firft, whether there be 
ugh a Tranſlation ; the ſecond is about the Author 
= DA f 5 C 
As to the firſt Queſtion, Whether there be ſuch a 
Tranſlation ? There are indeed who do very much 
doubt of it. But ſome of the Greek Fathers, who ſel- 
dom cite any thing but in their own Language, and of _ 
whom we have not the leaſt Account, no not of the 
Learned Origen himſelf, that they underſtood the Sama- 
ritan Tongue, do mention the Samaritan ; and ſince 
they do ſo, there appears no juſt Cauſe for ſuch a 
doubt, and we may fairly take the Samaritan referred 
to by them, for the. Greek Verſion uſed by the Samari- 
tans. Mr. Le Long's Conjecture in this Caſe, will hard- 
ly be thought worthy of ſo great a Critick, That when 
the Greek Fathers mention the Samaritan, they mean not 
a Greek Tranſlation, but the Samaritan Text. And 
why ſo? Even becauſe they might be informed by the 
Samaritans themſelves, whom they might upon ſuch oc- 
caſions conſult, what the Samaritan Reading was. Ir 
is very true, they might do ſo, but ſome of them might 
be ſent upon a long Journey to have the Reading of 
a particular Text, that happened to come under their 
Conſideration, declared to them. | 
Thar therefore there was ſuch a Verſion may very 
well be affirmed, but it is not fo eaſy to determine the 
fecond Queſtion, Who was the Author of it? Many 
do ſuppoſe it was Ymmachus. He was indeed a Sama- 
ritan, 
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ritan, atid he made a Greek Verſion ; but it doth not 
therefore follow, that the Tranſlation they uſed ſhould 
be his Work ; not is it likely they would embrace a 
Verſion made by one who was not of their Opinion, 
and who owned Books whith they received not. For 
he was become a Few before he made his Verſion, 


which was not of the Pentateuch only, but of the 


whole Old Teſtament. But to take a more particular 
Account of him, He was firft a Samaritan; and a Man 
of Learning, but being not eſteemed among them, as 


he thought he deſerved, he fell off to the Fews, and 
was Circumciſed:a ſecond time, as the manner was 


with both Parties, when any Man went from the one 
to the other. From the Fews he went over to the 
Ebionite Hereticks, and is believed then to have made 
his Verſion, of which he gave out two Editions. And 
F. Simon goes ſo far as to affirm, that it was commonly 
thought he made his Tranſlation, out of the Hatred 
he bare the Samaritans, (Critic. Hiſt. L. II. c. 9.) and 
his known Pride makes that Opinion not improbable. 
No very likely Proof that the Samaritan Verſion was 
his. Beſides he liv'd about the Year of Chriſt 2007 
and if that Verſion called the Samaritan, were done by 
him, it will be ſo far from being older than the Sep- 
tuagint, or but equal to it, that it will be above 400 
Years younger: Indeed Fabricius, in his Bibliotbeea Græca, 
Lib. III. c. 12. argues in favour of it after this manner, 
That he thinks it fit to be obſerved, that the Chriſtian 
Writers, as they generally meant Aquila's Verſion when 
they appealed to the Hebrew ; ſo when they praiſed the 
Samaritan, they had reſpe& unto this Verſion of Sym- 
machus. For that he is the Author, Fabricius is per- 


ſuaded, becauſe when the Fathers mention ſeveral 


Greek Verſions, they never ſpeak of that of Symmachus 
and the Samaritan both at the ſame time ; and becauſe 
ic is ſtrange if there were a Samaritan different from 
that of Symmachus, that Origen ſhould leave it out of 
his Hexapla ; or if it were not omitted there, it is as 
ſtrange that Ancient Writers ſhould ſay nothing of it, 
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when they ſpeak of that Work. Upon the whole he 
concludes, that perhaps the firſt Edition, which ſeems 


not to have been in that Work, is what the Ancients 
cite by the Name of the Samaritan. But now to all 


this, If any one ſhould ſay, That the Fathers, in any 


Work of theirs come to our hands, might not have 
occaſion to mention both theſe Verſions upon the ſame 


place; and that Origen might not be concerned to 


take Notice of the Samaritan in his Hexapla, becauſe 
it went no farther than the Pentateuch, and ſo came 
not up to his Deſign. If any one ſhould make theſe 


Replies, I do not ſee but they may be eſteemed ſuffici- 


ent Anſwers to the Arguments they are oppoſed to. 
For I will not affirm, that M. Le Long hath cut off one 
Branch of the Proof, when he ſaith Procopius Gazam: 
Cites both theſe Verſions in one Page in the beginning 
of his Commentary on ' Deuteronomy; tho” it muſt be 
eſteemed as moſt probable, that he means by thoſe two 
Names, the Samaritan, and the Verſion of Symmachas, 
two diſtin&t Verſions ; and, that he would not call 
the ſame Verſion by two different Names, in the Com- 

paſs of five Lines. | | 
But I ſhall leave all to the Judgment of the Learned, 
and add only this, That when Fabricizs affirms Hottin- 
ger to acknowledge that Symmacbus tranſlated the Pen- 
rateuch out of the Samaritan, it ſeems to be a Slip of 
his Memory: For Hottinger in the Place cited (Tbeſaur. 
Philolog. pag. 302.) having inſtanced in many Places of 
the Pentateuch, where the Septuagint varying from 
the Hebrew, doth exactly agree with the Samaritan, he 
only ſays, We may hence diſcern, that ſome Authors 
do not without Reaſon think the Greek Verſion was 
made out of the Samaritan ; for here he ſpeaks not of 
that Verſion of Symmachus, but of the Septuagint. 
How this Verſion; which was look'd upon as an exact 
Tranſlation, comes to differ from the Hebrew, it is not 
my Buſineſs now to enquire; he that is deſirous to know, 
may ſee the Conjectures of the Learned concerning 
it, in the Book of Hottinger already cited, pag. 303. MA 
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The ſame Hottinger in his Diſſertation concerning 


the Tranſlations of the Bible (pag. 145.) tells us, that 


ſome great Men were of the Opinion, to which he 
could not aſſent, That this Samaritan Greek Verſion was 
made by Doſubews, that Samaritan Impoſtor, out of that 
Edition which the Babylonians and the Paleſtines uſed, 
and that Greek which the Helleniſts receiv c. 

J. The Fews having conceiv'd an irreconcileable Ha- 
tred againſt the Samaritans upon account of their Schiſm, 
thought they could never lay load enough upon them, 
and therefore laid two very ſevere Charges againſt 
them wich Relation to their Rule ; the one of cor- 
rupting the Law; the other of worſhipping Images 
contrary to the Law; both which I ſhall conſider 
here, becauſe of the immediate Reſpe& they bear to 
their Rule. 


As to the Charge of Corruption. Aben Ezra, in 


the Preface of his Commentary on Eſther, ſaid they 
began the Book of Geneſis with a notorious Corruption, 
putting Aſhima for Elobim, the Name of an Idol of the 


Men of Hamath, for the Name of the Lord, and read- 


ing, not the Lord created, as it is in the Hebrew, but 


Aſhima created. But this is a meer Calumny of the 


Fews, and is not to be found in their Pentateuch. 


And Aben Exra it is like took it upon truſt, for I can 


ſcarce think a Perſon of his Character would have 
ſaid it, if he had ever ſeen their Book. 


In Deuter. xi. 30. they have Sichem at the End of the 


Verſe, which is indeed an Addition to the Text, and. 
therefore ought not to have been made: But it may 
have a ſofter Name than a deſigned corrupting of the 


Text; for it ſerves no ill Purpoſe, nor doth it lead the 


Reader out of the Way, but ſerves only for the clearer 
Explication of the Place, ſhewing whereabouts the 
Plain of Moreh lay: It might probably be firſt put in 


the Margin, and afterwards, by the Unwarineſs or Ig- 


norance of the Tranſcribers, creep into the Text. 
And I am the more inclinable to think this may be the 


Cale, becauſe Rabbi Eliezer ſays nothing of it, (if it, 
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were ſo Old as his Time) when he bears hard upon 
them for an Alteration made in Deuter. xxvii. 4. where 
Gerix im is put for Ebal. And in this Change there is a 
plain Deſign, to wit, to gain the more Repute to their 
Aſſertion, That their Altar was made of thoſe very 
Stones, which the Children of Iſrael, ſhortly after they 


came over Jordan, ſet up, as the Hebrew Text ſays, 


upon Mount Ebal ; as if that had been the very Altar 
which Foſhua built there, Foſh. viii. 30. So that here 
the Jews have juſt Reaſon to complain. Biſhop Walton 
hath another Conjecture about this, and (Proleg. II. in 
Bibl. Polyglott.) thinks it probable, that this Alteration 
was made by Manaſſes, to gain Reputation to his new 
Temple, and that their other Books might receive the 
Error from that Book which was in the Temple. 
And that which might prepare them the more readily - 
to ſwallow the Deceit, was, that it might ſeem Mount 
Gerizim, from whence the Bleſſings were pronounced, 
ſhould be a more agreeable Place for erecting an Altar 
to the Lord, than Mount Ebal, from whence the Curſes 
were denounced. And if this were admitted, then 


the Alteration would look rather like a reſtoring of 


the Text, to what it probably had been at the firſt, 


than a Corruption of it. But all this is Conjecture, 


the Fact is evident, but when and by what Perſon 
committed, it is uncertain. As is alſo what next fol- 
lows. For how Deut. xxvii. v. 4, 5, 6, 7- came to be 
inſerted inſtead of the Tenth Commandment, in Exo- 
dus xx. 17. and Deut. v. 21. is what we have no parti- 
cular Account of; and yet it plainly is ſo, and muſt 
be left at the Samaritan t Doors; becauſe it ſo manifeſt- 
ly ſerves the Deſign of the laſt mentioned Corruption. 
Hottinger is Zealous for the Hebrew Text againſt the 
Samaritan, and ſpends Six pages in his Theſaurus Philolo- 
* in reckoning up ſeveral Places 

wherein that differs from the Hebrew. And Morinus, 


who firſt publiſhed the Samaritan Pentateuch, which 


had been unknown to the Chriſtians, to the Weſtern 


Church art leaſt, from the Age of St. Hierome, is as, 
| Zealous. 
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Zealous for the Samaritan. And Biſhop Walten in his 
Preface already mentioned is ſo favourable to it, as ta 
affirm, That their Pentateuch differs very little from 
that of the modern Fews. Some Variations will be 
found in different Copies, and 'tis next to a plain Im- 
poſſibility, to ſecure Books which be often tranſcribed 


from them. And indeed it is much to be taken notice 


of, that after above 2000 Years Diſcord between 
the two Nations, the two Books vary as little the one 
from the other, as almoſt any Claſſick Author, which 
hath been read in the intermediate Ages, hath in leſs 
time varied from itſelf, by the unavoidable Slips and 
Miſtakes of ſo many Tranſcribers. And what F. Si- 
mon hath to this Purpoſe, in his Critical Hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament, Book I. chap. 11. is very conſiderable, 
That we ought to ſuppoſe as a certain Truth, that 
before the Fews gave themſelves to follow the Cor- 
rections of the Maſorat, the Tranſcribers ſeldom trou- 
bled themſelves with adding or cutting off of certain 
Letters, which properly conſtitute the Vowels in the 
Hebrew Tongue, This alone, (if allowed by the 
Learned) is what may occaſion many Variations be- 
tween the two Texts. = 

- But the abovenamed Biſhop ſays further, That he 


ure, YIP ſcarce finds any Inſtance of wilful Corruption in their 


rſon 
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Pentateuch, except what are already mentioned. None 
of Doſitheus that Samaritan Impoſtor's Corruptions to 
prove himſelf to be the Meſſiab, appear now in it, tho' 
Antiquity ſpake much of them. And what we find 
cited out of that Book many Ages paſt, is now to be 
found in it: So that it appears to be the ſame ir was 


much more than a Thouſand Years ago; yea, in ſome 


places it gives Light to the Hebrew itſelf ; and ſo far 


is it (as ſome have ſuppoſed) from being made out of. 


the Verſion of the Septuagint, that the Old Hebrew, 
out of which that Verſion was made, ſeems rather the 


ſame with the Samaritan. This was the Judgment of 
that Learned Biſhop, who was excellently well fitted 


to be a good Judge of any thing relating to GIN 
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ſtern Languages and Learning. And to this ſeenis 
agreeable what St. Hierome aſſerted of old, That they 
wrote the Law with the ſame Letters the Fews did, the 
only Difference was in the Figure of che Letters, and 
the Apices. | 

After theſe great Men I have named, and others 
whom I might have added, who have not altogether 
agreed in their Sentiments about this Matter, 1 ſhall 
not preſume to interpoſe, but leave the further diſ- 
cuſſing and adjuſting of it, to ſuch as are better acquaint- 
ed with thoſe Studies. Only this I think I may ſay, 
That this Charge of Corruption, however in ſome 


meaſure deſerved, hath more in it of IIl- will than Evi- . 


dence, and carries the Matter much beyond what there 
is Reaſon for; and that the Inſtances are not many, and 
ſuch as do not alter the Law, the two before inſiſted on 
excepted. And if then there be, as Dr. Lightfoot ſays,upon 
Matth. x. 5. a different Flexion of ſome (ſhould we ſay 
of many) Words, yet with the Doctor's good leave, I 
think it is not preſently to be called a wilful Corrupti- 
on, and an Argument that they hated the Fews worſe 
than Heathens, and would not ſo much as ſpeak as they 
did. This is carrying the Matter too far: For who 
knows not, that in the ſame Language, in divers Parts 
of the Country where it is ſpoken, there be different 
Dialects, and a great many Varieties and Peculiarities, 
without any Detign of making the ſame Language not 
to be the ſame ? How ſhall we otherwiſe account for 
the ſeveral Dialects of the Greek Tongue? Not to men- 
tion the modern local Differences in the German, or 
our own Language; and which are ro be found more 
or leſs in all Living Languages. Yea, that the He- 


brew Tongue itſelf was not altogether without theſe, 


may appear froin that Inſtance in Judges xii. 6. of the 
Ephraimites pronouncing Sibboleth inſtead of Shibboleth. 
For this Reaſon, I think it too ſevere in the Doctor, 
and too like his old Acquaintance the Rabbins, to ima- 
gine upon this Account that they propoſed to them- 


ſelves, profeſſing the ſame Law of Moſes, to make it 


look 


rere 
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look as unlike the Jewiſh Text, as might conſiſt wich 
the keeping in ſome meaſure to the Senſe of it. It is 
a much more favourable Judgment that hath been paſ- 
ſed upon that Pentateuch by another Learned Perſon, 
That if we will ſhew our ſelves Candid, we cannot 

but grant, that where that varies from the Hebrew, it 
is generally by way of Illuſtration or Paraphraſe. 

I ſhall cloſe this long Diſcourſe, with an Obſervati- 
on of another kind, which I find hath been made by 
Learned Men. That the Differences between the two 
Pentateuchs being no more conſiderable, it 15 a noble 
Evidence, as great as a conſidering Man can wiſh for, 
That the Fewiſh Law hath not been corrupted nor in- 
terpolated ; for had any material Alterations been made 
therein, they would have been diſcovered by the Sa- 
maritan. The two Copies are a kind of a Check each 
upon the other; and being kept in oppoſite Hands 
are a greater Security againſt Falſifications. And there- 
fore Rabbi Foſeph Albo in his Book of Articles did with 
good reaſon ſay, That the Samaritans being Enemies 
to the Fews, having an Hebrew Copy of the Pentateuch, 
in all Things agreeing with theirs, it was not poſſible 
the Hebrew Books ſhould be corrupted during the Cap- 
tivity, for that their Integrity is atteſted by them. 
And that Rabbi had reaſon to think that Atteitation 
good, becauſe they were inſtructed in, and therefore 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have the Copy of the Law be- 
fore the Fews were under that Calamity of the Capti- 
vity in Babylon. The wiſe Providence of God hath 
thus brought this Good out of that great and laſting 
Diviſion, That the very Schiſmaticks and Dividers - 
from the Fews, afford a ſtrong Teſtimony to the Fe- 
wiſh Religion and Revelation againſt Deiſts, and ſuch 
as are not willing to be under the Direction of any. 
Divine Manifeſtations. 1 DEF. 

The other Accuſation of worſhipping Images con- 
trary to the Law their Rule, requites alſo ſome Con- 
ſideration to diſcern how much there was in it. Not 
to repeat what hath been _ ſaid about the Image 
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of a Dove. It is plain from 2 Kings xvii. that before 
their Temple. was built, they had their Idols in the 
Houſes of the High Places, even the Idols of thoſe 
Countries from whence they came. But after that, 
thoꝰ we cannot aſſign the particular Time of, and Steps 
to it, yet before our Saviour's appearing in the Fleſh, 
they had forſaken and laid them all aſide. For had 
they continued them in their High Places, or brought 
them into their Temple, the Fews would not have 
been mealy mouthed, but would have charged it home 
upon them. And yet nothing of this Nature is men- 
tioned as the Reaſon why Hircanzs deſtroyed their 
Temple above an Hundred Years before our Saviour's 
Nativity. And for the Rabbinical Stories which we 
meet with of later date, we ſhall-by and by ſee, that 
they fall very ſhort of making good ſo ſevere a Charge. 
There are indeed very Learned Interpreters, who ſup- 
poſe they were till guilty in this Matter, from our 
Saviour's Words to the Woman of Samaria, John iv. 20. 

' Te worſhip ye know not what. But the Queſtion is pro- 
poſed wer. 20. not concerning the Object of Worſhip, 
or who was to be worſhipped ; but only of the Place 
where God was to be worſhipped, whether on Mount 
Gerizim, or at Feruſalem. Our Fathers worſhipped in this 
Mountain, and ye ſay, that in Jeruſalem is the Place where / 
Men ought to worſhip. The Anſwer is (I think) to be 
taken in a Senſe agreeable to the Queſtion. Our Sa- 
viour therefore, having told her, ver. 21. That the 
'Fime was coming when God's Worſhip was not to be 
confin'd to the one or the other, to any particular 
Place, he adds, Ye worſhip ye know not what, we know 
what we worſhip, for Salvation is of the Jews. Ye are till 
Ignorant and Short in the Knowledge of the true God, 
of his Will, and of the Revelations he hath made con- 
cerning his Worſhip. For the Law which ye have re- 
ceiv'd did not fix it to any determinate Place, but men- 
tioned only in general, That unto the place which the 
Lord your God ſhall chooſe out of all your Tribes to put bus 
Name there, even to bis Habitation ſhall ye ſeek, and _ 
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t bon ſhalt come, Deut. x11. 9251 he Law had not fixed this 


Place, but we have better Knowledge of it, by the 


further and more particular Manifeſtations God hath 


given us by his Prophets, whom ye not receiving, ye 
are ſtill in Ignorance: But we by them are inſtructed 
in a more particular Underſtanding of what the Law 
laid down only in general Terms, that Feruſalem is the 
Place which God had choſen to put his Name there, 
and to be the Seat of his Worſhip. And from us 
comes that Knowledge that informs us in the right 


. Worſhip, both how and where it is to be performed, 


that it may be accepted by him, and we be heard and 
favourably receiv'd in the performance of it. So that 
I perceive not, how from the Words of our Saviour 
to the Woman of Semaria, any Charge of Idol or 


- Image-Worſhip can be drawn up againſt them. 


What, about our Saviour's time and afterwards, was 
objected againſt them in this matter, ſeems a Stretch 
of the Fews, who hated them as pertinacious Schiſma- 
ticks and Hereticks, and ſuch as could not therefore be 
rendered too Odious. See what Dr. Lightfoot on 
Matth. x. 5. brings out of the Book called Avoda Zarab. 
Rabbi Iſmael ben Foſi, went to Neapolu, (that is, to Si- 
chem, or at leaſt the Town that aroſe out of the Ruins 
of Sichem, which were ſhewn in the Days of Euſebius 
in the Suburbs of Neapols) He in diſcourſe with the 
Samaritans, delivered himſelf thus, I ſee that ye do not 
worſhip this Mountain, but the Idols that are under it, 
according to that which is in Geneſis Xxxv. 4. And Ja- 
cob hid them (to wit, the Strange Gods which his Fa- 
mily gave him) under the Oak which was by Sichem. 
*Tis a very ſurprizing way of charging them with 
Image-Worſhip, to find them performing it to Images 
buried under Ground above 1600, perhaps near 2000 — 
Years before; for I know not the preciſe Time, in 


which that ſharp-ſighted Rabbi lived. Now, that ſo 
odd a Charge might look like ſomething, and be 


thought to have ſome Foundation; they give us an 
Addition to this fine * out of the Book 1 
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The Great Geneſis. That when Rabbi Iſmael taxed them 


with worſhipping thoſe hidden Images, they ſaid 
among themſelves; Now he knows theſe Images be 
hidden here in this Mountain, he will come by Night 
and ſteal them away, and therefore they conſulted to 
kill him ; but he fled away by Night and eſcaped their 
Hands. Fools as they were ! Never to conſider, that he, 
whoſe Eye could diſcover what had lain hidden under 
ground ſo many Ages, might eaſily diſcern what was 


_ plotting againſt him, it may be in the next houſe to 


him. 

But it may belook'd upon as very ſtrange, to charge 
them with worſhipping Images they were never con- 
cern'd with, and which never belonged to them. Epi- 
pbanius therefore gives us another Story that comes 
nearer to them ; and that is, That the Idols of the four 
Nations which he had told us were planted in Sama- 
ria, when they intirely took up the Moſaical Law, 
were buried in that Mountain ; and that therefore, tho? 
they had openly thrown off Idolatry, they were not- 
withſtanding found guilty of it, in worſhipping thoſe 
hidden Images ; when it ſeems, they never thought of 
any ſuch thing. But how were they found guilty of 
it? Even becauſe they turned towards that Mountain 
when they prayed, as the Fews, wherever they were, 
turned toward Jeruſalem. As wiſe and as home a 


Charge as the other, and notably proved. And who 


can eſcape being confounded, when ſuch Arguments 


are produced againſt him? I ſhall not pretend to con- 


fute them, it is enough to repeat them, they are ſeen 


thro' by their own Light. 


But perhaps Epiphanizs did not tell his Story to the 
beſt Advantage, ſo as to ſhew the Force of the Argu- 
ment, Therefore Theophanes Cerameus a Greek Biſhop of 
the Ninth Century, or as others judge, about the 
Year 1040, ſteps in to give a clearer Account of the 
Matter in his 38:h Homily, as it is cited by Relandus, 


De Samarit. Sect. 24.) the Sum of which is, That when 


the King of Babylon ſent Eſdras to initiate theſe New 
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Inhabitants of the Cities of Samaria in the Hebrew 
Rites, the Men of the four Nations whom he came 
to inſtruct how to fear the Lord, being afraid he 
would deſtroy their Images, they hid them in a ſecret 
Place in the Hill, perſuading the Samaritans, that in 
what Place ſoever they were, they ſhould turn their 
Minds to the Hill, and ſo worſhip and pray to God- 
This ſeems to charge home indeed, but being built 
upon a falſe Foundation, it can challenge no great 
Regard : Beſides, this is not the only pretty ground» 
leſs Story this Author dreſſes up, and preſents us with. 
Had they really been guilty of this Crime, the Fews 
could not have wanted better Arguments than ſuch” 
Stories to have proved them ſo: But they were willing 
to take up any thing that might render that People 
odious. And Relandus thinks there is in their Chronicle, 
(chap. 40. and 42.) what being miſunderſtood, might 
give Occaſion to the Riſe of theſe Stories; and that is, 
That in the Time of Ozi, who was High Prieſt about 
360 Years after the I/raelites came into Paleſtine, the ſa- 
cred Veſſels, were by the Command and Direction of 
God, hid in a Cave upon Mount Gerizim ; which when 
after ſome time the Prieſt would fetch thence again, 
they were not to be found. This High-Prieft he thinks 
was neither Ezra, who never was High-Prieſt, nor 
Eli, as Hottinger's Suſpicions were, but rather Uxzi the 
fifth after Aaron. I find no Ground for this Story, nor 
can I diſcern. what it aims at; unleſs it be framed out 
of an Apocryphal Story in the ſecond Chapter of the 
ſecond Book of Maccabees, of Feremiab's hiding the Ta- 
bernacle, the Ark, and the Altar of Incenſe, in a Cave 


the in Mount Nebo. For what Purpoſe this ſhould ſerve I 
zu- cannot ſee, unleſs it be to ſnew an Affectation of 
of Aping every Story that is Singular, and out of the 
the common Way, as it is ſometime ſeen in the wiſe Mon- 
the kiſh Legend-Writers. For I do not perceive how. it 
las, could contribute any thing to the Holineſs of the Hill, 
en that the ſacred Veſſels had been hidden there, and 
ew could never be found again. > LON; 
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But however, fomewhat of it was believed by the 
Samaritans, as appears by the Hiſtory of that Impoſtor 
in Joſephus, who pretended to ſhew his Country-Men 
the Sacred Veſſels hid by Moſes in that Hill. The Story 
you ſhall have hereafter ; I ſhall now only take notice, 
that Relandus would have Ozi be read in that place of 
Jeſepbus, inſtead of Moſes, who never went over Jordan, 
and by conſequence could not hide the Holy Veſſels in 
Mount Gerizim. : 

There is a Paſſage in St. Auſtin, in his Book of He- 
reſies, which is made uſe of in this Cauſe, and it is 
this, That Simon Magus being deſirous to be taken for 
Jupiter, would have his Followers adore his Images, 
and thoſe of his Strumpet Helena. But this makes little 
to the Purpoſe : For grant that Simon did deſire this, it 
follows not that the Samaritans, the Schiſmatical Em- 
bracers of the Pentateuch, were therefore Worſhippers 
of Images. For however Simon's Diſciples were Sama- 
ritans by Nation or Habitation, they were not Sama- 
ritans by Religion, nor doth it appear that Simon him- 
ſelf was ſuch. Becauſe Herod when he new built Sama 
ria and called it Sebaſte in honour of Auguſtus, placed 
in it 6090 new Inhabitants, the moſt of whom we may 
juſtly ſuppoſe (if not all of them) were Heathen Ido- 
Jaters, ſince he erected a Magnificent Temple to Cz/ar 
in the midſt of his new built City; as it ts in Foſephus 
in his firſt Book of the Wars of the Jews, Chap. 16. 
None can doubt, but that he buile that Temple for the 
Uſe of his new Colony; and as for Simon himſelf, his 
Deſire of being taken for Fupiter,ſhews plainly enough, 
that he was not of the Samaritan Religion. 

But however theſe Imputations carry the Matter far 
beyond what there was any real Cauſe for; yet, after 
all: their Pretences of cleaving to the Law, and to be 
Iſraelites, they were not always true and firm to their 
Pretences ; they could temporize and prevaricate when 
Danger threatened them, and their worldly Intereſt 
was ſometimes dearer to them than their Religion, - 
which they could diſguiſe and play faſt and — 
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with. This appears from a Letter they ſent to Antio 
chus Epiphanes King of Syria, when he perſecuted the 
Fews, and cauſed their daily Sacrifice and Worſhip to 
ceaſe. They ſeeing the Calamitous Condition of that 
Nation, and fearing the Storm might reach them alſo, 
as Obſervers of the ſame Law; and finding already 
ſome Moleſtations upon that ſcore from the King's Of- 
ficers: They in this Letter diſowned their boaſted Re- 
lation to the Fews, and called themſelves Sidonians; .. 
ſaying further, That their Anceſtprs had indeed by a 


Peſtilence been induced, after an old Superſtition, to 


take up the Obſervation of that day which the Fews 
call the Sabbath, and having erected upon Mount Ge- 
rizim a Temple unto God, who hath no Name, they 
offered Sacrifices therein. And after theſe Declarati- 
ons, pray the King that his Governours might no fur- 
ther trouble them, as allied to the Fews, nor charge 
them with thoſe Accuſations which were peculiar to 
the Jews ; and that their Temple might by his Order 


be called the Temple of Jupiter of Greece. The Copy 


of this Letter is in the Twelfth Book of Foſephas, 
Chap. 7. By this Baſeneſs they eſcaped the Storm 
that was ready to break upon them; but it juſtly;ren« 
dered them more odious to the Jews, and a Colour was 
thereby afforded to the Imputation of Idolatry. Sigo- 


nius tells us further, (De Rep. Hebr. L. II. c. 6.) that the 


King did, without any gainſaying from them, dedi- 
cate their Temple to Jupiter Hoſpitalis: Nay, 2 Maccab. 
vi. 2. Tis ſaid to be ſo called at the Deſire of thoſe 
that dwelt there ; which Words, I ſuppoſe, refer to 
their Requeſt, that it might be called the Temple of 
Jupiter of Greece: How they behaved themſelves when 
that was done, we have no Account. But this may 
be obſerved, that when they took ſo much Pains to 
perſuade the King they were not of the Fews Religi ; 
on, and did ſo notoriouſly prevaricate to ſecure them- 
ſelves from Perſecution, they made not the leaſt men- 


tion of any Image to repreſent the Deity amongſt 
| | | them, 
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them, which alone would very effectually have ſhew'd 


them not to have been of the Fews Religion. 


III. The next Thing, according to the Order 1 


propoſed, to be taken notice of, is the Place where they 


worſhipped and performed their ſolemn Service accor- 


ding to the Law. At firſt they worſhipped and ſacri- 


ficed in the Houſes of the High Places, 2 Kings xvii. 32. 
But when the Temple was built upon Mount Gerizim, 


their Sacrifices, and publick Worſhip were confined to 


that, as the Fewiſh Worſhip was to the Temple at Je- 
ruſalem. This Mountain (as I have already ſhewed) 
was hard by Sichem or Naplouſe, as it is now called for 
Neapolis, the Name given when it aroſe out of the 
Ruins of Sichem, and is now the chief City of that 
Part of Paleſtine. It was called in the Hebrew and Sa- 
maritan Books Hor Gerizim, the Mountain Gerizim ; 
from which Appellation Eupolemus the Greek, formed his 
Argarizin, which he interpreted the Hill of the moſt 
High. Another Greek, Marinus, as it is in Photius, calls 
it Argarixas, but in Fob» Malala's Chronography, it is 
Arparixin. This Hill, Travellers of late Ages tell us, is 
{till a very pleaſant Hill, furniſhed with Gardens, Vine- 
yards, Plantations of Olives, and Springs. This was 
pitch'd upon as very proper for that Purpoſe, being 
the very Mountain from which God appointed the 
Bleſſings to be pronounced to the People of 1/rael, as 
the Curſes were from Mount Ebal, Deut. xi. 29. And 
the Quality of the two Hills ſeems to bear ſomewhat 
of Suitableneſs to that Deſignation, that from whence 
the Curſes were denounced being in a manner a bare 
dry Rock, the other from which the Bleſſings were pro- 
claim'd a fruitful Hill. Hence they affirmed this to be 
the Houſe of the Sanctuary of God, calling it the 
bleſſed Mountain; aſſerting, that the Patriarchs wor- 
ſhipped there; that Joſhua built there a Temple, and 
ſettled the publick Worſhip of the People of 1/rael in 
it, ſo ſoon as he had placed the Tribes in their Inheri- 
tance, This they pretended, and therefore _ this 

oun- 
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Mountain they offered their Sacrifices upon the Paſſo- 
d ver and the other Feſtivals; and contended for the 
' worſhipping here in Oppoſition and Preference to Je- 
ruſalem. And to conciliate more Honour to the Altar 


I they ſacrificed upon, they affirmed it was made of 
y thoſe very Stones which the Children of Iſrael, after 
* their coming over Jordan, ſet up there and plaiſtered 
1- over with Plaiſter, as it was commanded, Deut. xxvii. 4. 
bbs To make which good, they corrupted that Text, and - 
, put Gerixim inſtead of Ebal, as hath been already ſaid: 
0 This they affirm, but we find nothing by the compa- 
. ring Deut. xxVii. 2, 4. with Foſh. iv. 20. to induce us to 
1) believe that the Stones mentioned in both places 
Ir were the ſame, but that they were plainly divers the 
e one from the other. Nor doth it appear from Deut. 
To XXVii. 2, &c. that the great Stones ſet up and plaiſter'd 
z- over, and upon which the Words of the Law were 
F written, were the ſame with the Altar there erected 
is „ for the Solemnity there ſpoken of, and which Foſhus 
ſt celebrated Foſh. viii. 30, &c. however FJeſepbus and 
ls ſome of the Fews fancied the Inſcription was upon the 
is Altar. For there ſeems à diſtin& Command for the 
is one, wer. 2. 3. and for the other, wer. 5. as of two 
>= different things; and the Stones deſign'd for that In- 
bs. * Fe ſcription were to be ſetup before the Altar was built; 
9 * the Intention of it being, that they might be thereby 
E put in mind to obſerve the Words which were there 
IS written. Thus the Learned Biſhop Patrick upon the 
d Place; and if we carefully read the fourth and fifth 
it Verſes, the Diſtinction between them will be plain. 
'S And it further ſeems hence, that the one were like Mo- 
'S numental Pillars ſet up to put the Iſraelites in mind of 
J- their Covenant, by preſerving the Words of it, openly 
E expoſed to the Eyes of all; and the other was deſign d 
E for offering up their Sacrifices to Gd. | 

[= As for the Proof of the Holineſs of this Mountain; 
d given by a Samaritan to Rabbi Focbanan, as it is in 
n Bereſcbeth Rabba, Sect. 32, becauſe it was not over- 
i- flown by the Deluge, it is not only falſe, but very filly 
is | | H too 3 
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too; but however it might be appoſite enough, and 
fit to be offered to ſome of the Fews, who had the 
fame Opinion of the Land of T/rael, that it was un- 
toich'd by the Waters of the Flood, becauſe it was an 
Holy Land, as Relandas tells us in his Diſſertation con- 
cerning this Mountain, Sec. 12. Wies ä 

Another thing Dr. Lightfoot, on Jobn iv. 20. thinks 
might encourage them to ſet up this Temple in Com- 


petition with that at Jeruſalem ; that the ſecond Tem- 


le wanted ſeveral glorious Prerogatives of the firſt, 
uch were, the Ark of God, the Urim and Tbummim, 
the Holy Fire, the Glory of God appearing over the 
Mercy-Seat between the Cherubims, and the Spirit of 
Prophecy. Theſe noble Teſtimonies of the divine 
Preſence begat an awful Reverence in the Minds of 
Men in the Time that Solomon's Temple ſtood ; and 
the Abſence of them muſt needs abate of it in the 
Time of the ſecond Temple. And when theſe glori- 
ous Things were departed, the Biaſs of Ambition, or 
Pleaſure of Novelty might make Men apt to imagine, 
that another Place might be as acceptable to God as 
Jeruſalem, now that he had withdrawn thoſe Favours 
from it, eſpecially if that other place had ſome pre- 
tended or imaginary Marks of the divine Approbation. 

About the Year of the World 3838, Jobn Hircanus 
Prince and High-Prieſt of the Jews, deſtroyed this 
Temple when it had ſtood ſomewhat above 200 Years ; 


and within two or three Years after, utterly razed Sa- 


maria, ſuppoſing he might by doing this put an end 


to that Schiſm. But in vain; for notwithſtanding this, 


they ſtill continued to pray there, and to offer their 
Sacrifices upon the three great Annual Feaſts: And 
even to this laſt Age, their High-Prieſt hath lived 
there, and yearly ſent forth thence his Circular Letters 
concerning the Time of the Paſſover and the other 
Feaſts to thoſe of his Religion who dwelt in diſtant 
Places, as Biſnop Walton tells us out of Morinus in his 


forecited Preface. But what he adds of their deſpiſing 


pre- 


on 


the noble Temple which Herod built in Samaria, and 
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was not deſigned for their Uſe, but for the new Colony 


wherein for the moſt they concurred with the Fews, 


they varied from them in the Obſervation of the ſame 
Precept, as will appear by the Inſtances following ; 


OP. 
eferring this Place before. it, muſt be an Inadyertency 
in that great Man, becauſe that Temple of Herod 


he placed in Samaria, and was erected to the Honour 
of Ceſar, or, as ſome will have it, to Jupiter. 


IV. I come now to their Opinions and Practices, 


as having the ſame Law, tho! in ſeveral articulars _ 


the mentioning which will be ſufficient, without run- 
ning over all thoſe Branches, of the Law, in which 
they agreed exactly with the Few. : 


1. As ficſt, they celebrated Circumciſion, but heres 
in varied from the Jews, in that they always perform- 
ed it upon the Eighth Day, and never deferred it upon 
any Occafion whatſoever, as the Fews are ſaid ſome- 
times to have done. | alterna) 

2. They kept the Sabbath with the utmoſt Exactneſs, 
even beyond that of the Fews, and would not ſo much 
as kindle a Fire or light a Candle on the Sabbath, but 
rather ſit. in the Dark. Whereas the Jews, (the Ra- 
raites excepted, who in this Caſe and ſome others 
ſided with the Samaritans,) kindle Fires, and ſet up 
abundance of Lights on the Sabbath, at leaſt, ſays 

Relandur, they do ſo now particularly in the Netherlands; 
for as to older Times, he brings a Citation from Bar- 
deſanes, out of Euſebius de Prep. Evang. by which, it 
ſeems the Fews then uſed no Fire on the Sabbath. As 
to the Samaritans, in the firſt Chapter of the Philocalia 
Origenis, it is ſaid, that ſame of them (the Doſtbeans in 
particular) held, That in what. Poſture of Body the 

Sabbath found a Man, in the ſame he was to continues * 
to the End of it, which by the way ſeems a very odd 

way of ſanctifying the Sabbath, and fuch as I know. 

not how to reconcile with the Duties of the Day. 
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3. They kept alſo the Sabbatical Year, that is 
every ſeventh Year, but not the ſame which the Fews 
obſerved, for they began their Account from the Year 
the People went over Fordan, and this way of reckon- 
ing they called the Account of Foſhua. In that Year 
they neither Plow nor Sow, that the Land might have 
its reſt, and enjoy its Sabbath. This they gave as 
a Reaſon of their Requeſt, when they beſought Alex- 
ander the Great to remit the Tribute of the Seventh 
Year to them as he had done to the Fews, as it is in 
the cloſe of the Eleventh Book of Foſepbur. 7 

4. They kept the three great Yearly Feaſts very ſo- 
lemnly, but not all of them at the ſame time the Fews 

did, as ſhall be ſhewed hereafter. Yet they profeſſed 
to do it out of a ſtrict Regard to the Law of Moſes, 
of which they were very obſervant, as Sozomen (Hiſt. 
Eccleſ. L. VII. C. xviii.) teſtifies concerning their keep- 
Ing the Paſſover in his Time. 

5. As to the Daily Sacrifice, we are told in their 
Chronicle, ch. xxxviii. that they offered the Morning- 
Sacrifice before the Sun aroſe, and the Evening-Sa- 
crifice after Sun-ſet ; for ſo they underſtood that 
Phraſe between the two Evenings, Exod. xxix. 39. for the 
Time after Sun: ſet, as did alſo the Karaites among the 
Fews, Whereas the other Fews took it for the After- 
noon, the Part of the Day. declining towards Night. 
Suitable to this is the Declaration of the Samaritans, in 
their Letter to Scaliger, that they offered the Paſchal 
Lamb when the Sun ſer. | 1 

6. In their Chronicle, Chapter xxxviii, they are ſaid 
to pay Tithes, which they reckoned of two ſorts, 
The firſt Tithe of all Encreaſe of Corn, Fruits and 
Cattle, which the Levites gave to the High-Prieſt, if 
there be not a Miſtake in the Text, which Relandus 
thinks there is, and that it may be eaſily amended by 
putting in one Word; and inſtead of which, reading 
out of which the Levites gave a Tithe to the Prieſt, which 
was very agreeable to the Law, and to the Practice of 


the Jews. The ſecond Tithe was for the Uſe of Or- 
| | phans 
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phans, and the Poor; whereas among the Fews, it 
was taken out of the Stock remaining when the firſt 
Tithe was paid, and eaten by the Giver at Feruſalem. 
But however it be thus declared in their Chronicle, we 
hear nothing of this in any later Account they give of 
themſelves; as if the Practice had been diſuſed and 
ſunk. And poſlibly the Policy of Manaſſes to draw 
Worſhippers to his Temple by the Proclamation I 
have already mentioned, might either ſuperſede the 
Practice, or give Occaſion to the laying it aſide. 

7. In the ſame Chronicle we are alſo told, that firſt 
Fruits were paid to the Prieſts of Cattle, Fruits and 
Corn ; but we do not find that they were accurate 
and nice in diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral kinds of them, 
as the Fews were: Nor do I meet with any thing of 
their manner, or Practice of paying them. 

8. At the ſame Place alſo we find that the Fruit of 
the Fourth Year of a new planted Tree was eſteemed 
by them Holy to the Lord, according to the Law, 
Levit. 19. 23. and by them given to the Prieſts: Where- 
as the Fews were divided about it, ſome allowing 
them to be eaten by the Prieſts, and others affirming 
that the Owners themſelves might eat them in the Ho- 


+ ly Place. Another difference there was alſo between 


them and the Jews in this matter: The Jews under- 
ſtood this only of ſuch Trees as bore Fruit fit for Man's 
eating, but the Samaritans of the Fruit of all new 
planted Trees whatſoever, as Relandws informs us. 
9. All legal Pollutions, by touching any unclean 
Thing, they were exceeding careful to avoid, whether 
it were by the Dead, by the Slain, by Bones, by Se- 


pulchres, or other Ways. And not only ſo, but they 
4 touched not any Perſon of another Nation or Religi- 


on, as taking them to be unclean, and thinking they 

ſhould be defiled thereby. And therefore when they 

came from abroad, to rake off any Pollution unwit- 

tingly contracted, they waſhed themſelves with Urine, + 

(a very odd and peculiar Luſtration, but whence taken 

I do not find:) And if they happened to —_ any 
5 Perſon 
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Perſon of another Nation, they waſhed themſelves 
and their Cloaths in Water, as Epiphanius tells us, in 
his ninth Hereſy. Upon this Account, to avoid Pol- 
lution, Druſiw (Præterit. L. I. p. 121.) ſays, That 
when they met with a Pew, they would cry out, 
Touch me not, and no doubt but they did the like toother 
Nations. For, tho' they had a particular Averſion 
to the Fews, they had no reaſon to fear being touch'd 
by them, becauſe the Averſion was mutual, and the 
ews did bear as perfect an Hatred to the Samaritans, as 
they could do to the Fews. To this we may add, what 
we are told of them by ſome, That when they go to 
the Synagogue, they waſhthemſelves and change their 
Cloaths, out of a very great Care, that nothing which 
may happen to be unclean, ſhould be found about 
them, when they came to appear in the Preſence of 
God to worſhip him, and to hear and read his Law. 
10. In Matters of Eſpouſals and Divorces, they had) 
not ſo many Niceties as the Fews, or, in the Talmudiſt's 
Language, they did not underſtand the Lawconcern- 
ing them. But the leſs accurate they were in theſe, 
according to the Rules of the Jewiſh Maſters, the near- 
er they kept to the Rule of Moſes, which did not per- 
mit Divorces upon ſuch frivolous Pretences, as the 
Caſe-ſplitters among the Fews did afterwards extend 
them to. | „ 
1x. The Manumiſſion of a Servant, or the letting 
him go free the Seventh Year, according to the Com- 
mand, Exod. xxi. 2. they uſed ; but as their Chronicle 
tells us (ch. xxxviii.) not till the End of the Seventh 
Year ; and ſo ſome of the Fews and ſome Chriſtians have 
underſtood that Precept. But others take the Time of 
Manumiſſion to be when the Seventh Year is come, 
and ſo ſoon as the Six Years of Service are compleat. 
And the Words, Six Years ſhall be ſerve, Exod. xxi. 2. 
and Deut. xv. 12, 18. ſeem very plain for it. And what 
is brought from Ferem. xxxiv. 14. At the end of ſeven 
Tears let ye go every Man bis Brother, to ſupport the other 
7 Opinion, doth not the Service it is produced for, 175 
caule 
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cauſe it follows in the ſame Verſe, When be bath ſerved 


thee ſix Years thou ſhalt let him go. The proper Senſe of 
this Law according tothe expreſs Words, is, That when 
ſix Years of Service are fulfilled, and the ſeventh Year 
is come, the Servant ſhall go out free. That the Scrip- 
ture therefore contradict not itſelf, Relandus in his Dif- 
ſertation cited above Sect. 20. affirms, that what is ren- 


dered at the End of ſeven Years, may without Violence tot 


the Words be rendered every ſeventh Year ; and if it be 
underſtood ſo, all will be clear, and free from any In- 
conſiſtency or Difficulty, plain and eaſie, but directly 
againſt the Opinion of the Samaritens. i. 
12. As to Cities of Refuge or Repulſion, as the S. 
maritans ſtiled them, becauſe they repelled and kept 
back the Avenger of Blood from following any fur- 
ther after the Perſon who had killed his Neighbour 
unawares, to ſlay him. They rightly owned Six Ci- 
ties of Refuge, and did not (as ſome Fews) take all the 


48 Cities of the Levites for ſuch. As to the Time the 


Manſlayer was to continue in the City of his Refuge, 


they determined it according to the Scripture, by the 


Death of the High-Prieſt anointed with the Holy Oyl, (Numb. 
XXXV. 25.) who was in the Office at the time of the 
Manſlayer's fleeing to the City of Refuge. And here- 


>» in their Opinion was different from that of the 


Jews, who as we are informed by Relandus, Sect. 21. 
allowed the Refugee his Liberty to return to his own 
home, upon the Death of three other Prieſts beſides 
the High Prieſt, M11 
13. From the 28th Chapter of their Chronicle, Re- 
landus Sect. 23. ſhews, that they owned and had three 
ſorts of Capital Puniſhments, Beheading, Burning and 
Stoning: The Jews had a fourth, which was Stran- 
gling ; when the Criminal was ſet up to the Kneesin 
Dung, and a Towel, or piece of Linnen put round his 
Neck, and drawn cloſe by two Men, till he expir d: 
But this not being expreſly reckoned in the Law among 
the Capital Puniſhments, the Samaritans ſeem not to 
have uſed it. "O02. 22 EK e264. 1, 101 
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1 14. As the Fews did, they alſo expected the Promi- 
14 ſes made to the Fathers, of a Deliverer from Evils and 
Miſeries (which they alſo referred to Temporal 
Things,) of a Prophet who ſhould teach them all 
Truth, of a Meſſiab who was to come. And all this, 
for that Moſes had ſaid that God ſhould raiſe up a Pro- 
pbet like unto him whom they were to hear, and whom 
they expected ſhould tell them all things, as the Wo- 
man of Samaria told cur Saviour, John iv. 25. But how 
they came to call him by that Name, the Meſſiab, I ſee 
not, unleſs it be that Moſes plainly ſpeaking of his co- 
ming, and no particular Name being given him in the | 
Law,they made no Scruple to uſe that Name they found 
the Jews called him by. But what their more particular 
"Notions were of his Perſon, his Kingdom, and his 
Time, it is not eaſie to give an Account, having no- 
thing to direct us herein: Only it ſeems by the Sama- 
ritans ſo readily owning our Saviour to be the Meſſiah, 
John iv. 42. that they alſo expected him about that Time) 
as well as the Fews. | | 
15. Astouching Angels, whether the Samaritans did 
own them or not, the Learned are not agreed: Leontius 
of Old in his Book De Sectis, N. 10. plainly ſays, they 
neither owned them, nor the Immortality of the 
Soul. But Epiphanius, who confeſſes that they denied, 
the Holy Ghoſt, diſtinguiſhes them from the Sadducees 
upon this Account; That the Sadducees deny the Being 
.of Angels, which theſe do not. And Hottinger, who 
thinks he hath fully proved their Belief of Angels, even 
out of the Samaritan Chronicle, where they be ſeveral 
Times mentioned, is generally followed in this Matter, 
and that the more readily, for that the Word Angel is 
found in Morinus his Samaritan Pentateuch, without any 
Suſpicion of Corruption. Yet after all, Relandus Se. 
7. Cc. upon a careful and cloſe Conſideration of that 
Paſſage in the Third Chapter of their Chronicle, where 
the Angel ſtood in the Way to oppoſe Balaam, is per- 
ſuaded that they did not believe there were Angels. 
For though this Author uſed the Word Angel, * 
7 | 5 4 
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he found in the Book of Numbers, yet he is not willing 
it ſhould be underſtood in a plain and proper Senſe, 
for a Miniſtring Spirit. For he expreſſes himſelf thus, 
For God ſent an Angel out of his Angels, (or one of his An- 
gels) that is a Command, one of his Commands ; and as 
he goes on further in the Story, he leaves our the 
Word Angel, where it is in the Book of Numbers, and 
uſes only the Word Command, by which he had before 
ſhewed what he would have the Word Angel to mean. 
Afterwards he terms the Angel the /peaking Inſtrument of 
the Creator; and to expreſs his Meaning yet more clear- 
ly, the Cauſe or Inſtrument that ſpake to him. So that ac- 
cording to the Author of this their Chronicle, by An- 


is gel they underſtand God's Power, or Will, or Inſtru- 
J- ment, or Command. Now had the Samaritans owned 
a= Angels, what need of all theſe Explications ? What oc- 
b, caſion for this Subſtitution of other Words of a plainly 
le) different Signification, to lead the Reader off from ta- 


king the Word Angel in it's obvious and proper Senſe? 
id No this being done in this Place, where the Word Angel 
4 firſt appears in this Chronicle, it ſeems to tell the Read- 
7 er in what Senſe he is to take the Word when he meets 
E with it again. This Relandus delivers more at large 
d, ia the ſeventh, eighth and ninth Sections of his Diſſer- 
es tation before named. And he takes it for a Confirma- 
g tion of his Opinion, that he finds the Word Angel put 
0 for God in their Pentateuch, Gen. v. 1. Gen. ix. 6. Gen. 
n xvii. 22. and in the plural, Angels for God, Gen. v. 24. 
Ji 16, The Reſurrection of the Dead is what Epipha- 


's nius allo tells us they believed not. This was the di- 
E {tinguiſhing Doctrine of the Sadduces, and we are told 
y it was firſt aſſerted by Baithos and Zadoc, two Diſciples 
4 of Antigonus Sochæus, upon their miſunderſtanding a Say- 
+ ing of his, which was this, Be ye not like to Servants, — 
e which ſerve their Prince, that they may receive a Reward. 
- his they ſo interpreted, as if we were to expect no 
. Reward from God; and if we are to look for no Retri- 
1 bution after our Service, then there is no future State, 
p no Reſurrection, and the Soul dies with the Body. 


L Upon 


* 


( 66 ) 
Upon this Miſtake they left Antigonus, and as we are 
told went over to the Sanctuary upon Mount Gerizim, 
and became leading Men among the Samaritans ; and 
tis likely they taught them this Doctrine; or it may | 
be thought they fled to them, becauſe they were of the | 
fame Opinion, and ſo were kindly received and high- | 
ly eſteemed among them. For upon the whole it | 
doth not plainly appear, nor are the Learned agreed 
about it, whether they found this Doctrine among the 
Samarituns, or brought it to them; for there be Pre- 
tences that look both ways. Yet the latter of the two of 
ſeems the moſt probable, and the leaſt liable to be con- 
.. teſted ; becauſethe Fews own its Riſe among themſelves; 
and had they found reaſon to have fixed it upon the 
Samaritans, no doubt but we ſhould have heard of it ; 
from the Phariſees ; and it would not have found ſo eaſie | 
an Admittance among the Jes, had it come from that 
hated Quarter, and the Perſons who had imbibed it, 7 
would hardly have gotten into ſo much Credit, and 
been ſo conſiderable as they were about our Saviour's 
Time. So that we may not look upon this as one of 
their genuine Opinions, which they held from the be- 
ginning, for they were much Older than Antigonus, 
whoſe Maſter Simeon the Juſt was Grandſon to Faddus 
Brother to Manaſſes the Samaritans firſt High- Prieſt, ) 
long before whom they had received the five Books of 
Moſes But we may take it for an adventitious and 
later Doctrine, which they might be the more eaſily 
perſuaded to receive, becauſe they ſaw not the Reſur- 
rection expreſly mentioned in their Law: I ſay not 
expreſly mentioned ; becauſe there ir was by a juſt De- 
duction and an undeniable Conſequence, as our Savi- 
our ſhewed to the ſilencing of the Sadduces. Matth. xxii. 
31, 32. As touching the Reſurrettion have ye not read that 
which was ſpoken unto. you by God, ſaying, I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob; God 
3s not the God of the Dead, but of the Living. Now theſe 
denying the Reſurrection, in conſequence of that deny- 
ed alſo a Day of Judgment and Retribution, all 5 
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wards and Puniſhments hereafter, and whatever relates 
to a future State, for in truth all this follows from the 
Denial of the Reſurretion. 7 
But notwithſtanding that many Chriſtians have af- 
firmed the fame Thing of them, and the Fews even to 
this laſt Age charge them with it, as appears from 
Menaſſeh ben Tſrael's Book of the Reſurrection; yet Re- 
landus thinks there is no clear Ground for it, and con- 
jectures, That the Fews and others taking them 
and the Sadduces (with whom they agreed in many 


Things) as the ſame, and confounding them together, 


they attributed this known Doctrine of the Sadduces to 
the Samaritans; they both worſhiping at the ſame 
Temple, and both rejecting all Traditions, what be- 
longed to the one of them might eaſily. be taken for 
common to both. | 

- Or however, if they, or any Part of them, did of 
old Time deny the Reſurrection of the dead, yet in 
theſe latter Ages they declared themſelves not guilty of 
the Charge: And Relandus judges there is no Cauſe for 
the Imputation, at leaſt from the time this their Chro- 
nicle was written.- For inthe fixth Chapter of it, the laſt 
Day is called the Day of Vengeance and Reward ; and 
in the ſeventh, in the Oration of Foſhua made in Ho- 


nour of Moſes, there is this Apoſtrophe to him, Wha 


beſide thee hath called the dead to life again? Which Words 
plainly imply the Belief of the Reſurrection, that ſome 
had riſen again ; though it appears not whence the 
Samaritans had ſuch an Account, that Moſes raiſed ſome 


from the dead. For to think as ſome Fews have done, 


That he may be ſaid to have done ſo, becauſe he 
brought 1/rael out of Egypt in Safety, when the enve- 
nom'd Air flew the Firit-born of the Egyptians, is very 
frivolous, and is raiſed upon a Falſity. Out of the 
ſame Chronicle Hottinger (Diſſert. Philolog. Theol. p. 11.) 


brings another Paſſage that Scaliger ſupplied him - 


with, which, ſpeaking of the Law, ſays There be in the 
Book of Moſes many wonderful Things, which ſhew the way 
fo 4 long fruition of 1. and of the Life te came. So 
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the ſame Place is a very expreſs Citation out of ano- 


ther Samaritan Chronicle in Cardinal Mazarine's Libra- 
ry, declaring, That the Reſurrection is one of the Principal 
Foundations of Religion, for if a Man do not certainly know 


there is an Account to be given in another World, he will in- 
dulge and wallow in his Luſts, and make no Account of Re- 


ligion ; whatever relates to that will be deſpiſed, and he will 
ſlight thoſe Commands which require hjs Obedience. This is 
plain and expreſs. In the ſame Place the Samaritans 
affirm their Text to be pure and genuine, and the 


Fewiſh to be corrupted, of which among other Rea-. 4, 


{ons this is one, that the Doctrine of the Reſurrection 
is not ſo clearly expreſſed in the Fewiſh Pentateuch as 
'In theirs. | 

Theſe are the Inſtances of their differing from the 
Fews in Practices and Opinions in obſerving the 
ſame Law with them. Theſe are what I have col- 
lected with Relation to elder Times: Their own Let- 
ters to Scaliger, written about ſixſcore Years ago, (a 
Tranſlation of which I ſhall hereafter give you) will 
ſupply us with more particulars of their Practices in 
the laſt Ages. Bur they did not only differ in many 
things from the Jes, but they were alſo divided, and 

differed among themſelves. 


III. Thirdly, After having ſaid all I thought fit re- 
lating to their Principles, Opinions and Practices, 
I come to ſpeak of the Sets and Diviſions among 
them, Epiphanius in his Work already mention'd tells 
us of four Sets among them; who do not indeed dif- 
fer in many things the one from the other, except 
the Doſitheans ; yet every one of them hath ſome- 
What peculiar to diſtinguiſh them from the reſt. 


I. The firſt Sect he names are the Eſſenes, of whom 
his Account is, That they kept cloſe to the Inſtitution, 
not extending it by their Gloſſes and Interpretations be- 
yond its plain and literal Meaning. But they do keep 


the Three Feaſts, living near the Sabueans, as they do, 


if 1 underſtand Epipbenias aright, or as Damaſcen in his 
| Treatiſe 
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Treatiſe of Hereſies expreſſes it plainer, They keep 


the Feaſts indifferently with thoſe among whom they 
live. By theſe Words we are to explain Epipbanim, 


Damaſcen copying him, and having here a better Copy 


than is come down to this Age, or amending and put- 
ting into plainer Words, what in him is very obſcure 
and imperfect, Now the Eſſenes being a noted Se& 
among the Jes, it hath made ſome Wonder how they 
come to be reckoned among the Samaritans by Epipba- 
nius, from whom comes all the Knowledge we have of 


them. This is enough almoſt to make one imagine, 


there may be ſome Miſtake or Corruption in the Name, 
tho' how to offer any thing towards the Diſcovery of 
it, I know not. This is plain, that what is ſaid of 


them by Epipbaniu hath Relation to the Samaritans, and 


not at all to the Fewiſh Eſſenes. 

2. The ſecond Set among them was that of the 
Sabueans, whom Serarizs calls Seboweni, and hath two 
Conjectures about the Derivation of the Name; ei- 
ther from Sabbæus one of the Advocates for the Sama- 
ritans Cauſe againſt the Jes at Alexandria, (of which 
hereafter) or from Sebab, which ſignifies Seven. Dru- 
ſias thinks the firſt abſurd, and Scaliger judges the latter 
as much out of the Way as Druſius doth the former: 


And Damaſcen is ſtill further out, when he calls them 


Febuſæi. Druſius de Tribus Sectu, L. III. c. 6. thinks they 
had their Name from Sebaia, or Sebuia the Prieſt, who, 
according to the Jews in the Book Imidenu, was ſent 
with Doſthai from Babylon to inſtruct the new Colony 
in Samaria. =; | 
Concerning theſe, Epiphanius delivers himſelf to this 
Effect, That upon Account of Ezra (or rather Zerub- 
babel's) denying them the Liberty of joyning with the 
Tews in rebuilding the Temple; and to avoid the 
many Quarrels that happened between them and the 
Jews, when the Fews which dwelt among them or be- 
yond them were going up to their Feaſts at Feruſalem, 
or returning from them ; they alter'd the Times of the 


three great Feaſts, For they fix'd the Feaſt of unlea- 
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vened Bread, juſt after the beginning of their new 
Year, after the Month Tiſri, which (ſaith he) is Au- 
__m It ſhould rather have been in Tiſri, which an- 
wers to part of September and part of October. Their 
Pentecoſt was kept in or at the End of Autumn; and 
their Feaſt of Tabernacles in the Spring, when the 
Fews celebrated the Paſſover. Epipbanius ſeems here 
to have forgotten the Reaſon he aſſigned for altering 
the Times of their Feaſts. For tho' their Feaſt of 
Tabernacles be not at the Time the Jes kept ir, yet 
it falls at the ſame Time with another Feaſt of theirs, 
the Paſſover. | 
But Scaliger hath another Scheme with relation to 
their Feaſts, from which he deduces their Name ; and 
tho' he rejects Serarius his Derivation of the Name of 
this Set from Sebab, he comes at laſt ſomewhat near 
it. He once thought all the Samaritans had been called 
Sebueans, as keeping every ſeventh Week a Pentecoſt ; 
but afterwards quitted that Opinion, and in his Elenchus 
Tribær. Serarij called the Sebueans in particular Hebdo- 
maditæ, which Word anſwers to their Name in the 
Greek T.anguage.; and ſaid they had that Appellation 
becauſe they did celebrate Weeks of Weeks, and ſo do- 
ing kept Pentecoſt ſeven Times in a Year, that is, at 
the End of every ſeven Weeks ; by which means, that 
Feaſt was kept not only in Autumn, but in every Part 
of the Year. Which if it be the true Account of their 
Practice, and if they (as he adds, perhaps they might) 
did alſo keep an Imaginary Paſſover, and an Imagi- 
nary Feaſt of Tabernacles alſo as well as an Imagina- 
ry Pentecoſt, their Calendar would have been well 
ſtock'd with Feſtivals ; tho* by the Way, I do not con- 
ceive, what Term ſhould be appointed to aſcertain 
the Time of repeating the other Feaſts, as there might 
be for the Pentecoſt, by repeating again the Number 
of ſeven Weeks, by which the Time of that Feaſt 
was determined. Now if that great Man could ſay, 
perhaps they did keep ſuch Imaginary Feaſts of the 
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Paſſover and Tabernacles: I queſtion not but others 
will be apt to think it more than a Perhaps, that they 
did not. i 

Mr. Weems, in his Chriſtian Synagogue, pag. 99. 
thinks this Obſervance aroſe from the Samaritans con- 
founding the Words, Zagedle the Sabbath, and Zange 


a Week, in Levit. 23. and taking the latter Word for 


the former, reckoned, and kept ſeven Weeks inſtead 
of Sabbaths one after another, making up ſeven Pen- 
tecoſts in one Year. But it muſt be ſhewed, that the 
Samaritans uſed the Greek Verſion according to the Sep- 
tuagint, before their Practice can be grounded upon a 
Miſapprehenſion of it; and beſides the Reaſon aſſigned 
is ſuch as gives very little Light unto the Practice. 

3. The third Se& among them is that of the Gorthe- 
niant, Called alſo Gorthenæi, Gortheoni, and Gortzani ; ſo 
denominated from Gortbæus or Gorthai, the Author, as 
is ſuppoſed, of that Diviſion. Of theſe Epipbanius ſays 
only, That they kept not the Feaſts with the Sabueans, 
but, as do the Doſitheans alſo, at the ſame Time with the 
Fews. This ſeems to be the Senſe, if any can be made 


of a Paſſage Petavius thought not fit to clear; and 


which, according to Biſhop Montague, Nicetas in his 


Manuſcript Panoplia, makes ſtill more intricate, when 


he tells us, That the Eſſenes keep their Feaſt of unlea- 
vened Bread in Auguſt, and herein agree with the Sa- 


bueans. And again, That the Sabueans as to their Feſti- 


vals agree with the Eſſenes and Gorthenians, but differ 


from the  Doſitheans. After theſe perplexed Citations, 


the Learned Biſhop adds, Let him reconcile theſe who 
can. (Apparat. 7.) And after that great Maſter of Cri- 
tical Learning, I may very well leave the ſame to one 
more happy in unriddling than I pretend to be. I ſhall 
add only this further of theſe Gorthenians out of the 
ſame Epiphanius, That they have a ſtated Faſt of one 


Day, but at what Time, or upon what Account, he 
{aith nor. 


4. The fourth Se&, is that of the Doſitheans or Doſs 
theni, the Author of which ſome ſay was Doſt bai ben 


Tz oF annai, | 
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FJannai, one of the Prieſts ſaid to be ſent from Babylon 
by the King of Aſſria: Tho' it makes many ſuſpe& 
that Story, for that there was a famous Doſthai ben Fan- 
nai, a Diſciple of Rabbi Meir after the Deſtruction of 
Teruſalem : And they think it not likely, that there 
ſhould be Two celebrated Men of the ſame Name in 
ſo diſtant Ages, and both Sons of Fathers of the ſame 
Name alſo. Notwithſtanding this Suſpicion, Druſius 
is poſitive for his being in the Time of Sennacherib, 
(Reſp. ad Min. Serarij. c. 10.) But others think the 
Author of this Se& was another Perſon, an ambitious 
Few, well verſed in the Law, and the Traditions ; 
who miſſing of the Pre-eminence he expected, took 
that Diſappointment as a Slight put upon him, (as he 
indeed was negleQed for his great Pride and Ambition) 
and thereupon fell off to the Samaritans, and gave be- 
ginning to this Sect among them called by his Name. 
Afterwards retiring into a Cave, from a vaſt Conceit of 
his own Wiſdom, he our of Hypocriſie perſiſted in 
Faſting till he ſtarved himſelf, dying, as it is ſaid, for 
Want of Food, and was not found till ſome Days after 
he was dead: This is what Epiphanius ſaich of him. 
And he might, upon Account of the Sect he began, be 
called by St. Hierome, Princeps Samaritanorum, a chief or 
leading Man among the Samaritans. But why Eraſmus 
and Victorius, in their Notes on St. Hierome's 27th Epi- 
ſtle, ſhould call him a Fudaizing Heretick I know not; 
unleſs they miſtook him for another Doſitheas, a falſe 
Prophet in the Time of the Apoſtles. Of whom we 
are told in the ſecond Book of the Recognitions of 
Clemens, That he ſet up a new Hereſie, and choſe him 
Thirty ſelect Diſciples, and one Female Follower 
named Selene. And that his Fame was ſuch, That Si- 
mon Magus with much Intreaty obtained the Favour 
of a Promiſe of being received into that Number of 
Thirty, upon the firſt Vacancy: that ſhould happen. 
He was a Samaritan, and profeſſed to be the Meſſiah, 
as Origen reports in his Homily upon Matthew 3 * 
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and to ſeduce the Samaritans, he produced many Spu- 
rious Writings, and adulterated the Pentateuch to coun- 
tenance his Pretenſions, as we are informed by Eulo- 
ins in the Bibliotheque of Photizs, Num. 230. The 

ame Origen in his ſixth Book againſt Celſus ſaith, That 
there remained about Thirty of the Diſciples of Doſi- 
-theus.in his Time. In his firſt Book, he ſaith the ſame 
of the Simonians, and I am inclinable to think he 
means the ſame Perſons in both Places. Now Origen, 
and Theodoret, in the firſt Book of his Work concerning 


> . Heretical Fables, do both ſay, That Doſitheus was Si- 


mon's Diſciple, and - not Simon his Follower. And it 
is further ſaid by Origen, (Tom, 14. in Foan.) That his 
mp. who were in being when he wrote, did 
elieve their Maſter was not dead, but that he liv'd 
concealed in ſome unknown Place. ; 

But enough of this falſe Meſſiab. To return to the 
Apoſtate Few Doſitheus, he muſt be very Ancient, if, 
as Tertullian and St. Hierome affirm, the Sadduces ſprang 
from his Root, and took up ſome of his Opinions. 
The Denial of the Reſurrection however could not 
be received from him, if his Se& be the only Branch 
of the Samaritans that owned the Reſurretion. For 
ſo it ſeems by Epipbanius, who puts that in the Front 
of the peculiar Opinions of the Doſitheans, So that 
in this Caſe, either St. Hierome or Epiphanius muſt be 
miſtaken ; and it is not likely the latter ſhould ſec 
down that as an Inſtance of the Doſitbeans differing 
ſo much from the reſt of the Samaritans, in which they 
exactly agreed with them all, if St. Hierome be in the 
right. | 5 1 

Some other peculiar Opinions of the Doſitheans follow 
in Epiphanius, to wit, That they abſtained from eating 
Animals. That ſome of them (for it ſeems they were 
not all intirely of the ſame mind) refrained from ſe- 
cond Marriages, and that ſome lived in Celibacy. That 
the Obſervation of the Sabbath preſcribed by him 
was ſo rigid, that he affirmed a Man ought to conti- 


nue the whole Sabbath in that Poſture of Body in 
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which the Sabbath found him, as it is in Origer's Phils- 
calia, Chapter the firſt. That they touched no Man, 
for they abominated all Men as unclean. But this 
was common to all the Samaritans, with reſpec to all 


beſides themſelves as I have already ſhewed. That 


they exerciſed themſelves in keeping Faſts, but how _ 


it is not ſaid. The three great Feſtivals they kept 
when the Jews did. As for their rejecting the Pro- 
phets as not ſpeaking from the Spirit, which is fixed 
on them by Tertullian in his Book of Preſcriptions, 


it is in effect no more than what all the Samaritans . 


did who received them not. 8 
Io this Account of their Diviſions among themſelves, 


may here be ſubjoined ſomewhat of the mutual Ha- 


tred between them and the Fews. When the Nations 
planted in the Land of 7/rae} were taught how to fear 
the Lord by the Prieſt ſent from Babylon, 2 Kings xvii. 
the Jews called them in Contempt, the Proſelytes of 
the Lyons; and they were then more properly the Ob- 
ject of their Scorn than of their Hatred. But when 
Temple was ſet up againſt Temple, and Altar againſt 


Altar, and a Renegade Prieſt of the Family of 


the Jewiſh High Prieſts at the head of them, 


and when many flock d to them, the Oppoſition became 


now more conſiderable, and the Schiſm more dange- 
rous. Each Party profeſſing the Law, and contend- 
ing for the Honour of their Place of Worſhip: Each 
curſing the other, and that not only while both their 
Temples ftood, but even when both were ruined, and 


laid in Aſhes. For their Animoſities grew ſtill higher, 


and frequent Quarrels aroſe between them upon Ac- 


count of their divided Worſhip ; which Jobn Hircanus 


thought to put an end to by ſubduing that People and 
deſtroying their Temple. But this, tho' it broke their 
Strength, abated nothing of their Hatred, which 
ſeemed to equal, if not to ſurpaſs that between the Fews 
and Heathens. And thoſe who agreed in the main 
Principles of Religion, upon the ſcore of their par- 
ticular Differences in ſome points, were more 1 
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the one againſt the other than if they had agreed in 
nothing. They were ſo eſtranged the one from the 
other, that the Jews (John iv. 9.) had no dealings with 
the Samaritans, nor they with the Jews. This made 
the Woman of Samaria put that Queſtion to our Savi- 
our, How is it, that thou being a Jew, askeſt drink of me 
which am a Woman of Samaria 2 Now if we conſider, 
that in the Verſe next before, our Saviour's Diſciples 


were gone into the City to buy meat, (v. 8.) this Hom we 

ling the 
one with the other, as to extend it to all Civil Com- 
merce, ſo as not to buy or ſell, or any way trade to- 
gether. But it is to be underſtood of their having no 


are not ſo to underſtand their having no De 


Communion in Religious Matters, tho' both had the 
ſame Law for the Rule of their Religion; their having 
no Commerce in any thing whereby the one was obs 
liged by, or beholden to the other, or received any 
Benefit or Kindneſs ; borrowed or had anything Gratis, 
or did partake of any Hoſpitalicy from the other, 
And ſo are we to underſtand that Saying of the Fews, 
He that eateth Samaritan Bread, i as if be did eat Swines 


Fleſh. This further appears, in that the Fews ſome- 
times lived among the Samaritans, and the Samaritans 


in ſome Places arhong the Fews, as may be ſhewed 
out of the Jewiſh Writers. Moreover it appears alſa 
from this, That the Fews acknowledged, that the Sa- 
maritans Land was clean, ſo that they might eat of the 
Fruit of it and not be defiled ; That their Fountains 
were clean, ſo that they might drink of, or waſh in 
them; That their Houſes were clean, ſo that they 
might lodge in them ; That their Ways were clean, 
ſo that they might travel in them, and not be defiled 
by the Duſt thereof. When all this was owned by the 
Fews, their refuſing at any Time to eat or lodge in 
their Villages, ſeems to be done more out of Hatred 
than for Fear of being defiled ; and their refuſing tg 
receive the Fews was upon the like Account. 
As to their Victuals the Fewiſh Maſters were divi- 
ded, and that upon Niceties worthy of themſelves. Some 
W150 oe 2 real, 
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rejected, others allowed them, in caſe none of their 
Wine or Vinegar were mixed with them. 
foot, to whom I oweall theſe particulars, upon Jobn iv. 
hath ſome other Collections to ſhew, that the Jews 
thought a Cuthean might be believed, when he affirm- 
ed he had caſt all Leaven out of his Houſe ; and that 
a Few in the Paſſover performed his Duty, by eating 
the Samaritan's Unleavened Bread. | 
Me may be ſure the Samaritans were not be- 
hind,with the Fews in this Matter, tho' for want of 


theif Writings we are not ſo well ſupplied with In- 


ſtances. But we have one from divine Authority, out 
of St. Luke's Goſpel, 2 ix. ver. FI, 52, 53. When 
our Saviour ſcedfaſtly ſet his Face to go up to Jeruſalem, 
and ſent Meſſengers before his Face, to make Proviſion for 
him and his Company on the Way, and they went, and 
entred into a Village of the Samaricans, to make ready for 
bim, and they did not receive him, would not ſuffer his 
Harbingers to buy Proviſion for his Refreſhment, for 


. this reaſon, becauſe his Face was as though he would go to 


Jeruſalem. So that he was obliged to go further to 
another Village, ver. 56. 


IV. Having thus laid before you all ſuch Particulars 
relating to this People as have fallen within the Com- 
paſs of my Reading; I ſhall cloſe this ſecond Part of 
my Diſcourſe with ſome Hiſtorical Paſſages concern- 
ing them and their Affairs, from the beginning of this 
Period to the Reign'of the Emperor Faftinten, which 
I have gleaned up out of ſeveral Authors. | 

The firſt Prolemy King of Egypt, over-running Fudea 


and Samaria, carried many of both Nations into 


Egypt, and ſettled them there, as Foſephus tells us, 
(Bock XII. Chap. i.) And the Fertility of. the Country 


and the Liberalicy of the King, drew many more to fol- 


low them of their own accord, and their Numbers were 
very conſiderable in and about Alexandria. This was 
the Samaritans firſt Settlement in Egypt, and Scaliger was 
of the Opinion, that they had continued there 2 
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that Age unto his Time: Here they and the Fews 
were continually quarrelling upon the Account, that 
the one ſent their Offerings to the Temple at Feruſa- 
lem, the other to that upon Mount Gerizim. At laſt 
the Samaritans grew ſo bold as to challenge the Fews 
to a ſolemn debating the Cauſe of the two Temples 
before Prolemy Philometor, who was then King of Egypt. 
This was about 150 Years before the Birth of our Sa- 
viour ; the Challengers were Sabbaus and Theodyſiur,. the 
Condition was, that they who loſt the Cauſe ſhould 


' be put to Death. It was carried on with much Hear 


and Confidence, but as it is in Foſephas his thirteenth 
Book, Chapter the ſixth, they were ſhametully baffled, 
and had nothing to Anſwer to the Plea made by An- 
dronicus for the Temple at Feruſalem, and were adjudg- 
ed, according to their own Propoſal, to ſuffer Death 
for being worſted in the Diſpute. Be 

Now from this Paſſage Relandus doth very well col- 
let, That they were not Idolaters at that Time, 
for then it would have been objected to them; whereas 


the only Queſtion was, which. was the Place more 


proper for the Worſhip of the Lord, Mount Gerizim, 
or Jeruſalem, which Competition would not have been 
admitted, nor would they have condeſcended to diſpute 


that Point, if they found the Samaritans Worſhippers 


of Idols. And that this was the chief Controverhe be- 
tween the two People, appears by the Woman of Sa- 
maria's propoſing it ſo readily to our Saviour, Jobn iv. 20. 
But this by the by. 8 = 

In the twelfth Year of Chriſt, when the Temple 
Gates were opened preſently after Midnight, as it 


was uſual upon the Feaſt of the Paſſover, certain Sa- 


maritans then at Feruſalem ſcatter d Men's Bones in 
the Porches and all about the Temple, to pollute it on 
3 great Solemnity. So Foſepbus, Book XVIII. 
. Ul. | 
In the Year of our Lord, 37. a Samaritan Impoſtor 
promiſing to ſhew his Country-Men the Sacred Veſſels, 


hidden (as he ſaid) by Moſes in Mount Gerizim, got a 


great 
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great Number of them together in Arms, ready to aſ- 
cend the Mountain ; but Pilate being informed of the 
Deſign, poſſeſſes himſelf of the Hill before that Com- 

pany could do it, ſets upon them and diſperſes them 
with a conſiderable Slaughter, and executes the Ring- 
leaders of them. For this the Senate of Samaria accules 
Pilate before Vitellius Governour of Syria, pleading that 
thoſe poor Creatures met only to defend themſelves 
from Pilates Cruelty. . The iſſue was, that Vitellius ſent 
him to Rowe to give an account of it to Tiberius, who 
died while Pilate was upon the Way to Rome, as it is in 
Foſepbus, Book XVIII. Ch. v. 

In the Year Chriſt 52. happened a bloody Quarrel 
between the Samaritans and ſome Galileans, going up to 
Feruſalem to one of their Feaſts, at a Village called 
Nais (probably Nain in St. Luke), wherein many Gali- 
leans were ſlain. Upon which the Galilean Fews, after 
having in vain deſired Juſtice of Cumanus Governour of 
— took up Arms under Eleazar Son of Dinens 4 

amous Robber, but were, after ſome Ravages com- 
mitted upon the Samaritans, with much difficulty per- 
ſuaded by the Fews of Feruſalem to lay down their 
Arms again, leſt they ſhould provoke the Romans to 
their Deſtruction. After this, the Samaritans proſecu- 
ted the Fews before Numidius Quadratus Governour of 
Syria, and ſo managed it, that ſeveral Fews were exe» 
cuted for a deſigned Inſurrection. But upon a new 
hearing of the Cauſe at Rome before Claudius, the 
Samaritans were found the Beginners of the Miſchief, 
and their three Deputies, being of their chief Nobility, 
paid down their Lives for their malicious Proſecution 
of the Fews. Of this whole Buſineſs, Foſephus Book XX. 
Ch. v. gives a large Account. 5 

- How far they were concerned in the Time of Adrian 
the Emperor in thoſe Wars which were ſo fatal to the 
Fews, about the Year of our Lord 135. I meet with 
no plain Information; though the Motive Spartian in 
the Life of that Emperor aſſigns for the War, which 
was the forbidding Circumciſion, might very well 


make 
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make it a common Cauſe to both Nations. For how- 
ever thoſe Laws deſigned in that Paſſage were made 


(as Caſaubon on the place ſaith) by Domitian, Nerwa, 


and Adrian, againſt Caſtration or Emaſculating of 
Boys; yetit ſeems the Fews found themſelves much ag- 
grieved by the Interpretation of them, as forbidding 
Circumciſion, and were not able to bear them with 
any Patience, till they were made eaſie by a Law of 


Antoninus Pius. And by the Samaritan Chronicle, (ch. xlv.) 


we may fairly ſuppoſe that People engaged in theſe 
Wars ; for there is a large Account of the Siege of 
Feruſalem, as alſo of Adrians being at Neapolis, that is, 
at Sichem, and there making ſome Bridges, I ſuppoſe 
in order to approach the Walls of Feruſalem ; for as to 
Bridges over Waters, there is ſmall Occaſion for them 
in the Country near Sicbem. But what looks yet more 
directly this way, is what follows in the ſame Chapter, 
intimaring that the Samaritans were then under ſome 


8 great Calamity, for it ſays, that their beſt Books, both 


Hiſtorical and Genealogical, were taken from them 


at that time, which Books of Genealogies were high- 


ly eſteemed, and choicely kept by them as well as by 
the Fews, and the Care of writing them was entruſt- 
ed to the Levites, as appears from Ch. xxxviii. of their 


Chronicle. It is alſo ſaid, that it was then hard with 


the Vraelites (that is with them) even unto the Time of 
Babarraba the Son of Nathanael, the Son of Alban, who 
was a famous Perſon among them, and of whom their 
Chronicle ſpeaks many memorable Things; of which 
one, and that not the leaſt conſiderable, was the break- 
ing to pieces the Roman Brazen Bird, of which I am 
next to give an Account out of their Chronicle, and 
it is as follows. | a 30 
That the Romans forbad them to circumciſe their 
Children, (by thoſe Laws I ſuppoſe which have been 
already mentioned) ſo that they were forced to carry 
them into Caves for the more ſecret Performance of 


that Ceremony, But that was not all the Romans bur- 


thened them with, for they defiled their Meat and 
| Drink 
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Drink with Fat and Swines Fleſh. And they alſo ſet 
up upon Mount Gerizim a Brazen Bird, a Taliſman, 
which was ſaid to cry out an Hebrew, whenever the Sa- 
maritans attempted to go up the Hill to Worſhip ; upon 
the hearing of which Word, the Roman Guard which 
kept watch there came forth and ſlew the Hebrew. How 
many Years they groaned under this Grievance, it is 
not ſaid, but it was unto the Time of Babarraba, who 
boldly brake it in pieces, and delivered his Country- 
men from it. I 

Now by what follows in the laſt Chapter of this. 
Chronicle, it looks as if this laſt Grievance either fell 
upon them near or after the Time that Conſtantinople 
became the Seat of the Empire, or at leaſt that it lay 
upon them ſo long, for it is there ſaid that Babarraba, 
who deſtroyed that dreadful Taliſman, ſent Levi his 
Brother's Son to Conſtantinople to be educated in Learn- 
ing, wherein he made a very happy Progreſs, and came 
to great Preferment, and obtained leave of the Empe- 
ror to viſit Mount Gerixim, and went with a great Re- 
tinue to Neapolis, but for what Purpoſe he went thither, 
what he did there, and what the Conſequents of that 
Journey were, I do not find. And ſo I take leave of 
that Chronicle. 

I find nothing more of this People, only in general 
that they were very unquiet, and often rebelled againſt 
the Romans, as we are told out of the Alexandrine Chro- 
nicle; but in the Time of Zeno, who aſcended the 
Imperial Throne about the Year of our Lord 474, we 
find they were very troubleſome and vexatious to the 
Chriſtians, ſpoiling their Churches, and 2 2 


their Biſhops and Prieſts, having choſen one Juſtuſa 


a Samaritan to head them with the Title of King. 
But the Emperor chaſtiſed them ſharply for their 
Outrages, and put the Chriſtians in Poſſeſſion of their 
Temple; which they recovered again by Surprize, in 
the Time of Anaſtaſius, putting all the Chriſtians they 
found there to the Sword. But they un _ 
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dearly for it, being ſoon after defeated by Procopius, 
who ſlew the Murtherers. 

But all this did not tame their unquiet Spirit, nor 
abate their Rage againſt the Chriſtians, which broke 


out again with greater Oy in the beginning of the 


Reign. of FJuſtinian. Theſe Tumults firſt began, as 


Jobn Malala, who lived about the Year 600, tells us, 


in June in the ſeventh Indiction (or A. C. 529.) about 
Seyt hopolu, now called Bethſan, where they burnt many 
Houſes, and did much Miſchief, the eus joining with 
them againſt the Chriſtians. When the Emperor 
heard of it, he was ſo diſpleaſed with Baſſus the Go- 
vernor, becauſe he had not ſuppreſſed them at the be- 
ginning, that he cauſed his head to be cut off. This 
allarmd the Samaritans, when they perceived how 
much the Emperor was incenſed at what they had done, 
ſo the whole Nation roſe in Arms of a ſudden, and 
ſet upon the Chriſtians unexpectedly, committing ma- 
ny Outrages, ſpoiling and deſtroy ing their Churches, 


killing ſuch Chriſtians as fell into their Hands with 


various Torments, and burning whole Towns, eſpe- 


cially about Neapols; where they crowned one Julian, 


a notorious Captain of Thieves, their King: One 
of whoſe firſt Acts was, that being ſome ſhort time 
after in the Hippodrome, to ſee their ſolemn Racings, 
and finding upon Enquiry, that Nicias the Charioteer 
who won the Prize was a Chriſtian, when he came 
to him for it, he cauſed his Head to be immediatel 

cut off, looking upon it as an ill Omen that a Chri- 
ſtian had the Victory. He alſo treated Ammonius Bi- 


ſhop of Neapolis very ill. Cyrillus of Scythopols in the 


Life of Abborf Saba ſays, that the Samaritans murdered 
him, and that ſeizing ſome Prieſts, they cut them to 
Pieces, and fried their Fleſh with the Reliques of the 
Martyrs which they found in the Churches. Theodo- 
rus and Jobn two famous Commanders raiſed Forces 


and marched againſt them, which made Fulian quit 


Neapols; but he was quickly overtaken, and the mat- 
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preſs, impoſed on them with Stories, and incenſed 
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ter came to a Battel, in which 20000 Samaritans fell, 
the reſt fled, ſome to Mount Gerizim, others into 
Trachonitis to an Hill called the Iron Hill. Julian was 
taken upon the Spot, and his Head cut off, and ſent 
to the Emperor; others ſay he was burnt, Twenty | 
Thouſand young Perſons of both Sexes were ſold into 
Perſia and India by a Saracen Commander in the Ser- 
vice of the Romans. Theodorus, tho' he had ſo ſucceſs- 
fully ſuppreſſed them, was turned out of his Govern- 
ment for ſuffering them to grow to ſuch an Head, 
and to do ſo much Miſchief; and Ireneus was placed AF) 
in his Room, who followed the Remainders of them 
to their Hills and Faſtneſſes, and deſtroyed many of 
them. - RN 
There had been War between the Emperor and the 


King of Perfia, but a Treaty was now on Foot, and 


a Probability of a Peace, had not the Samaritans, not- 
withſtanding their late Defeats, altered the King of „ 
Per ſias Mind, by the Offer of the Aſſiſtance of 50000 
Men againſt the Emperor, and of delivering up to 


him their own Country, all Paleſtine, and the Holy 


Places. Upon this the Per/ian fell off from what he 
had propoſed, and the War was renewed again. What 
the Samaritans performed in purſuance of their great 
Offers I have not found, but this doubtleſs made ) 
the Emperor more ſevere upon them. 

In the Time of theſe forementioned Tumults, Sil- 
vanus 4 great Man among the Samaritans, came to 
Scythopols with Boldneſs and Aſſurance as in Time of 
Peace, without the Imperial Command for his Pro-. 
tection, but was ſeized upon by the Chriſtians, and 
burnt by them in the midſt of the City, they having 
been provoked to this Revenge by the Barbarities of 
the Samaritans ; and what the holy Father Saba had 
foretold concerning him was ſo fulfilled. His Son 
Arſenius was in a conſiderable Poſt at Conſtantinople, 
and having frequent Acceſs to the Emperor and Em- 


them againſt the Chriſtians, till the Abbot Saba _ 
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the Emperor acquainted with, and ſenſible of the 


Truth. He had been requeſted by the Biſhops of Pa- 
leſtine to go to the * . — and to repreſent to him 


the Condition of the Country; how much it was im- 
poveriſh'd by the Ravages of the Samaritans, and to 
beg off the Tribute of the two Paleſtines, which had 
ſuffered extreamly by the late Inſurrections. And the 
Emperor, being more truly informed by him of the 
State of things, publiſhed a Conſtitution againſt the 
Samaritans, to take away their Synagogues, to remove 


them from all Places of Truſt in the Government, and 
to render them incapable of inheriting, or making, or 


receiving Donations, as other Subjects did. Cyrillus is 


expreſs that this Law was made after the Emperor 


underſtood what Miſchief they had done by their In- 
ſurrection. But Procopius, who wrote his ſecret Hiſto- 
ry of Fuſtinian to make him as black as Spite and Ma- 
lice could repreſent him, would have us believe that 
this Law was the Cauſe of thoſe Tumults and Difor- 
ders; and that many hereupon turned Manichees. This 
is indeed the Truth, that to elude the Force of this 
Law many of them did abominably diſſemble and pre- 
varicate with God and Man. 7 

Beſides what I have already mentioned, the Empe? 
ror ordained that the Ring-leaders and moſt Turbu- 
lent among them ſhould be put to Death : Whereupon 
Arſenius being one of that number, ſculk'd about a 
while, and then fled to Saba and was baptized, he 
and all that belonged to him. 
But the Emperor was as ready to relieve the Suffe- 
rers as to puniſh the Offenders ; and therefore Orders 
were iſſued out to Peter Archbiſhop of Cæſarea, and 
to the Governours; That Anthony Biſhop of Aſcalon, 


and Zacharias Biſhop of Pella ſhould examine the Da- 


mages of the Places which had been burat, and make 
them a proportionable Satisfaction out of the Tribute. 
That they ſhould alſo conſider what was ncceffary for 
the Rebuilding of the ruined Churches, which was 
to be allowed out of the Treaſury, and out of the Sa- 
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maritans Eſtates by Stephen Count of the Eaſt, who 
was alſo to give the aforenamed Biſhops all needful 
Aſſiſtance in the Execution of their Commiſſion. This 
ſeems to be about the Year of Chriſt 531. 

After this (ſome ſuppoſe it to be about 551. but I 
ſhould rather think it ſooner) the Samaritans finding 
themſelves unable to make Oppoſition againſt the 
Chriſtians, under the Severity of the late Conſtitution, 
behaved themſelves now more Modeſtly, and pretend- 
ed to become Chriſtians, and applied themfelves to 
Sergius Archbiſhop of Czſarea, and made ſuch Ap- 


pearances of Sincerity, that he went to the Emperor, 


and gave that Teſtimony of their Behaviour, that the 
Severity of the Conſtitution made againſt them was 
abated, and in ſome meaſure taken off, as to Inhe- 
riting, making Wills, and receiving Legacies, by that 
Conſtitution which is ſtill extant, and bears the Name 
of the 129th Novel of Juſtinian. Under what Con- 
ditions and Limitations that was done, may be ſeen 
by the Conſtitution itſelf, which was made when 
Ariobindus was Captain of the Guard, in the Year of 
our Lord 551. 

But this their Compliance and Converſion was all 
Artifice and Deſign: For by receiving Baptiſm they 


found means to elude the Intention of that Novel, and 


to receive the Benefit of it, and then they perfidiouſly 
returned to Samaritaniſm again. This falſe dealing 
made the Emperor revive again the former Conſtitu- 


tion, in Novel 144. with ſome additional Clauſes and 


Cautions ; of which one, to prevent the like Prevari- 
cation for the future, was, That ſuch Samaritans as 
deſired to become Chriftians, ſhould-be inſtructed in 
the Faith for two Years, before they could be admit- 
ted to Baptiſm. This laſt Novel hath no Date, nor is 
it directed to any particular Perſon ; and therefore we 
cannot aflign the Year in which it was made. But 
ſtanding between two, which are both directed to 
Ariobindus, if they be placed in their due Order, this 
muſt not be above two Years after the 129th _— 


ASI 
In the Proeme of it we may obſerve, that the Con- 
ſtitutions of Fuſtinian were not the firſt that had been 


made to curb the Inſolence of this People, and to 
bring them into good Order. For the Emperor there 


ſays, That his Father (by whom I underſtand Fuſftin 


who was his Uncle, and adopted him for his Son) had 
attempted the ſame that himſelf had done, but to little 
Purpoſe, and without obtaining his Deſire thereby. 

How they behaved themſelves after this I cannot 
ſay. For theſe are all the Particulars I have found re- 


' lating to them under the Roman Heathen, and Roman 


Chriſtian Emperors. Nor can I offer any thing as to 
the Condition they have lived in ſince they changed 


Maſters, and have been under the Power of the Ma- 


hometans : And what Alterations have crept in amongſt 
them in ſacred and civil Matters, from their Com- 
merce with, and Subjection to them, is what may be 
a fit Exerciſe for one better verſed in the Hiſtory and 
Books of thoſe Times. I have only ſome few Obſer- 
vations of Travellers within the laſt Century to this 
Purpoſe, which ſhall appear towards the Cloſe of this 
Diſcourſe. | 4 | 
Before I come to conſider their modern State, be 


; —— to divert your ſelf with a Taſte of Mahometan 


iſtory concerning a Colony of this People, which is 
cited by Selden, (De Dijs Syris. Synt. 1. C. 4.) out of the 
Nubian or Arabick Geographer. The Sum of it is this, 
Among the Iſlands in the Red-Sea, there is one called 
Samerei, or the Samaritan Iſland, inhabited by the Sa- 
maritans a Jewiſh People, who abominate all Strangers 
that come to them ; and whoſe Word, upon the Ap- 
proach of any Perſon, is La meſas, Touch me not. By 
which they are found to be of the Fews, deſcended 
from Sameri, the Founder of the Golden Calf in the 
Time of Moſes. But how are they found to be ſuch ? 
The Geographer preſently tells you, Theſe Words La 
meſas were the Sentence that Moſes pronounced upon 
Sameri the Author of the Calf. And belike his Poſte- 
rity could never forget them ſince. They were the 
RE Sentence 


Sentence upon him, if the Alcorau (from whence the 
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Geographer had it) be to be credited. Tho', ſaith 
Mr. Selden, tis very liks the Impoſtor would have this 


to be pronounced upon Aaron, who was the Maker of 


the Golden Calf, and who was alſo Al Sameri, the 
Keeper and Governor of the People when Moſes was 
in the Mount with God. Thislearned Perſon judging 
the Word in the Alcoran not to be a proper Name, 
however the Geographer took it for ſuch ; but an Ap- 
pellative ſignifying a Keeper, Guardian or Governor, 
and ſuch was Aaron to the People in the Abſence of - 
Moſes. By this Specimen we may ſee what Work Ma- 
bomet and his Followers can make with a Piece of ſa- 
cred Story. Many other Paſſages as deliciouſly repre- 
ſented as this may be found in the Alcoran, and the 
Commentators upon it. | 

But that chis accurate Piece of Hiſtory may not ſtand 
alone, I will add another, which Morinw preſents us 
with out of the Book Coxri, and other Jewiſh Books, 
of another Colony of that People, that was a Plan- 
tation of Samaritans in the Region of Togarma, near 


the River Ebal, which Benjamin Tudelenſis ſays is near 


to the Circaſſians; Kozar was King of this People, about 
the Year of Chriſt 740. who became a Proſelyte to 


the Jewiſn Religion, and his People embraced Judaiſm ; 


but I can give no further Account of this Matter, or 
of theſe Cozreans. LOR 


III. Having thus far given you the beſt Relation I 
am capable of the ancient State of this People; I 
come now to the third Period of my Diſcourſe, to ſet 


before you what I may of their modern State, and to 
mew how cloſe they have kept, even unto this Age, 


to their old Principles, Opinions and Practices : And 
this I ſhall do, Firſt from their own Declarations, in 
two Letters ſent by them to the learned Foſeph Scali- 


ger about Sixſcore Years ago; and Secondly. from 
ome Obſervations of late Travellers. r 
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he 1. Firſt I ſhall give you what they have declared 
th of themſelves in two Epiſtles written to Scaliger, the 
lis one from Sichem, the other from their Synagogue in 


of Egypt. Theſe were ſent to him, in Anſwer to Letters of 
ne Enquiry which he had ſent both to their Synagogue 
as in Egypt and to their High Prieſt at Sichem, out of a 


8 deſire to obtain a particular Satisfaction concerning 
e, them and their Religion. Theſe two Letters, tho 
D- . | ſentto him, came not to his hands, but were deliver'd, 
r, I know not by what means, to Gilbert Genebrard Arch- 
f biſhop of Aix: They came afterwards into the Hands 
. of the Noble Peireſe, who ſent them to John Morinus. 
= He tranſlated them into Latin, which Verſion together 


>= with his Life, and many Letters of his and others, 
C chiefly relating to Eaſtern Learning, were Printed at 

London, 1682. in 8%. under the Title of Antiquitates 
d Eccleſiæ Oriental: Here they follow both in Engliſh. 
8 | | | 
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1 N the Name of the Lord God, great, $75 
\ mighty and terrible, who regardeth 2 the Om MY 
q Face of Man, nor taketh reward. In the Name of the 
758 ſtrong Lord, the God of Iſrael, to whom Power be- 
, ) longeth. May he give me Ability to anſwer thy Re- 
queſts, O Foſeph, thou Son of Scaliger! If thou askeſt 
concerning the Obſervation of the Sabbath, we ob- 
ſerve it as the Lord hath ſaid. Let no man ; 
go out of his Place on the Sabbath-Day, and the — onde: 
People reſted on the Seventh Day. But in the 
Houſe of God, upon the Account of Prayer, we 
ſing to God his Praiſes only, and his wondrous Works, 
and we read the Holy Law. For on that day we do 
not any Work, neither do we ſleep with our Wives, 
nor kindle Fire. But as for the Fews, they walk 
abroad out of the City, they kindle Fire, and fleep 
with their Wives on the Night of the Sabbath, and 
waſh not themſelves for any kind of Pollution. But 
we pray all the Day, in the Evening and in the 
5 | Morning, 
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Morning, according to what is ſaid, One 

8 . Lamb ſhalt thou offer in the Morning, and 

9 anot ber ſhalt thou offer between the two Eve- 

nings. And we proſtrate our ſelves upon the Earth, 
and worſhip the Lord. 

Thou doſt alſo ask concerning the Obſervation of 
Feaſts. Seven Days there are Holy Convocations, and 
the Head of them is the Paſchal Feaſt. We ſacrifice on 
that an Offering in the Evening, when the Sun ſets, . 
Erod. xii. 8. 35 the Lord hath ſaid, Ye ſhall eat it in 


Bread and bitter Herbs, But we ſacrifice this only in 
Sichem, over © againſt Mount Gerizim, in the firſt 
Month, on the fourteenth Day in the Even. And we 
are not to do it, unleſs we be ſure the firſt of Niſan 
with the Greeks be come. The Feaſt of Unleavened 
Bread is not extended beyond ſeven Days; and we 


then keep the Feaſt upon Mount Gerizim, aſcending it 


in the Morning with Reading, and from that Time 
Iſrael is occupied in the Law. And after that we pray, 
and when our Prayers are finiſhed, the Great Prieſt 
pronounces a great Blefling upon the Head of 
Iſrael. 

Then we number fifty Days from the Day after the 
Sabbath, which is one of the Days of Unleavened ) 
Bread, unto the Morrow after the ſeventh Sabbath : 
And this Feaſt is the Feaſt of Harveſt. But the Jews 
number from the Morrow after the Paſchal Solemaity. 


No in this Feaſt of Harveſt we keep ſeven Days as 


in the Feaſt of Unleavened Bread. 

We alſo obſerve the ſeventh Month, and the tenth 
Day of it 1s called in the Law the Day of Atonement. 
In it we pray and ſing Songs all the Night and Day, 
from Even to Even: And we Faſt, we and our Chil- 
dren great and ſmall, unleſs it be thoſe that ſuck. 
Whereas the Children of the Fews, who have not at- 
tained to the Age of ſeven Years, faſt not. And upon 
the fifteenth Day of chat Month is the Solemnity of 
the Feaſt of Tabernacles, which is kept upon Mount 

- Gerizim, 


that Night, roaſt with Fire, with unleavened. 4 


ne 


Md . 


— 


Fre: kin is not circumciſed the eighth Day, that - .* 


(89) 


Gerizim, as was the Feaſt of Unleavened Bread. We 


then make Tabernacles or Booths as the 


Lord ſaid, And ye ſhall take for you on the firſt Levit. xxiii 
Day Boug bs of goodly Trees, branches of Palm ** 
Trees, and the Boug bs of thick Trees, and Willows of the 


Brook. And the eighth Day of that Feaſt is a Feſtival- 


Day, for that this Feaſt is the laſt of all-the Feaſts. 
And how do we celebrate the Paſſover in Sichem, 


but by obſerving and keeping in every City where we 
dwell Purifications, and Things that are clean ? We 
4) ſeparate our ſelves from the Woman who is menſtru- 


ous the third and ſeventh Day, and ſhe fits in her Un- 
cleanneſs ſeven Days. And ſhe that hath born a 
Child, if it be a Male ſhe continues 1n it. forty Days, 
if it be a Female eighty: Days. ' 
We circumciſe the Fore-skin of a Male-Child on the 
eighth Day, and defer it not, no not for one Day, as the 
Lord hath ſaid, The Child, the Fleſh of whoſe. 1 
Gen. XVII. 
Soul ſball be cut off from bis People. But the N- 
Fews defer Circumciſion for one or more Days. 
We allo waſh our ſelves for Night-Pollutions, and 
Seminal Coition, and we touch no Veſſel of ſuch as 
may be thereby polluted, till we have waſhed our 


| ſelves with Water. | 


We take the Fat from the Sacrifice, and we give to 
the Prieſt the Shoulder, the Cheek, and the Maw. 
Wie marry not with the Brother's Daughter, but the 
Tews marry the Daughters of their Brothers and Si- 
ſters at their Pleaſure. Beſides, we marry no more 
than one Wife, but the Jews take more than one. 

We truſt in the Lord, and Moſes, and Mount Geri- 


rim, and on it we worſhip the Lord. But the Fews 


truſt in others. We do nothing but according to the 
Commandments of God in the Holy Law, by the 
Hand of Moſes, upon whom be Peace for ever. But 


the Fews forſake what the Lord ſaid in the Law, and 


do as their wiſe Men and Elders bid them. 


£ 
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There is „ us a great Prieſt of the Seed of Phi- 
nebas, the Son of Eleazar, the Son of Aaron, the Son 
of Amram, the Son of Kobath, the Son of Levi, the 
Son of Jacob, who is allo 1/rael, the Son of Iſaac, the 
Son of Abrabam, all righteous Men, upon whom be 
Peace for ever. And the Name of this Prieſt is the 
Lord Eleazar. He hath alſo a Son, who, as himſelf, 
is alſo a great Prieſt, performing the Prieſt's Office in 
the Preſence of his Father, whoſe Name is the Lord 
Phinebas. Theſe always dwell in the Holy Place, and 
go not out of it, but ſtand before the Lord, and do. 
Service to his great Name and his Holy Title. All 
Cauſes and Controverſies are brought to them out of 
all Cities, and they judge between the People with 
Righteouſneſs, neither regarding the Face of any, 
nor receiving Gifts. And all Matters are tranſacted 
according to what they preſcribe : And they think 
Tight Thoughts, and execute Judgment according to 
the Truth. Well ſhall it be to every one that obey-) } 
eth their Words, but Woe | to him that is Rebellious. | 
From them to Aaron the Prieſt, there have been one 
hundred and twenty two great Prieſts. OS | 

In his Poſſeſſion is the Book of good Days, in which 

is written, J. Abiſa, the Sen of Phinees, the Son of Elea- 

Zar, the Son of Aaron the Prieſt, wrote this Book at the 
Door of the Tabernacle of Witneſs, in the thirteenth Year of 
the dwelling of the Children of Iſrael in the Land of Ca- 
naan. The Parchment of this Book is made of the 
Skins of the Peace-Offerings. ps n 
Our great Prieſt requeſteth of thee as a free Gift, a 
Piece of Byſſus, or French Linnen, that may be fit to make 
an holy Garment for him to put on, when he bleſſeth | 
the Congregation, which will be a good Memorial 
of thee. The Fews have not Prieſts deſcended from 
Phinees. They call us Cutheans, but they ſpeak not the 
Truth in their Words: How ſhall we know thy Fide- 
licy in judging of the Reaſons why we object againſt 
them and they againſt us? The Fews hate and curſe 

us, 
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us, but the Lord hath ſaid in the Holy Law, Bieſſed 
ſhall they be who bleſs thee, and curſed ſhall Numb. xiv, 
they be who curſe thee. ene e | 


| + Now che Lord knoweth, if thou juſtify and ap- 


prove their Words ; and we ſhall knowfrom thy Words, 
which thou haſt ſpoken of the King who carried us 
away out of Samaria, whether thou be of them and 
doſt tempt us. But behold, whence are we deſcended, 


but from the Tribe of Joſeph the Juſt by Ephraim ? 


Lo we ſhall anſwer thee as to what thou didſt ask, 


neither have we ſent back thy Requeſt empty. In like 


manner, we ask of thee for the Lord's Sake, and we 
adjure thee by his Holy Name, that thou return not 
our Requeſt unanſwered ; bur that thou declare to us 
truly what thy Law is, and what the Language is thou 
ſpeakeſt, and what the City is in which thou dwelleſt, 
who is thy King and what his Law is. Whether there 
be among you Prieſts deſcending from Levi, Aaron or 
Phinees, or whether you have any Prieſts at all? I ad- 
jure thee by the Lord, and by Moſes, and by the Law, 
that thou tell us nothing but what is true. That fo 
we may hear who you are, your Way of keeping the 
Sabbath, and the Explication of it, and the Things 
that follow it, that it may be related unto us what 
your leading Principle is, and how we may know - 
whether that Word you follow be true or not. For 
ye do now know that the Scripture is in Hebrew in the 
Holy Language. 

Ye ſent an Epiſtle to us which is true, ſo far as we 
know, and your Epiſtle ſent into Egypt, came to us to 
Gaza and Sichem, and in that are many ancient Things. 
Thou didft ask to have che Law, but we cannot fend 


the Law by the Hand of one that is uncircumciſed 


and who is not clean, for that would be a Reproach. 

Thou didſt ask concerning the Meſſiab, what Name 
hath he amongſt us but Haſeeab ? And who underſtands 
this but the Lord? For as to what thou didſt enquire of 
from us about it, what do we take it for but Arabic? But 
the Law is in the W as Moſes received 
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it from the Lord. To the Lord it is known, whether 
thou be not of the Seed of that Nebuchodonoſor who 

[ carried them away, for why doſt thou remember him 
|» alone? In his Days were many and great Afflictions 

| | upon 1/rael on every Side. 

11 Thou ſayſt, That thy Soul cleaveth to our Holy 
It Law, and that thou waſt delighted in it from thy 
Youth ; and therefore thou deſireſt the Book of the 
perfect Law, and the Book of Foſhua, and the Book 
1 of Songs and Pſalms, and all in the Holy Tongue. 

4 If thy Words be true and ſincere, and if thou de- 
| | ſireſt that the Truth of them may be known, and that 


we may ſend whatſoever thou requeſteth, ſend two 
i good Men of thy Company, Men fearing God, Men 
3186 of Truth, wiſe, and underſtanding, and learned; and 
| if || conſider what thine own Soul will ſay unto thee, and 
Lit | what Piece of precious Workmanſhip is pleaſing in 
[ if! thine Eyes, that ſend thou with them to the Houle » 
Bi of the God cf 1/rael, a Gift to his Holy Title and 
1 3+ great Name, and a Preſent to the great Prieſts, and a 
Vow and Free-Will Offering to the Holy Prophets 
Eleazar, and Ithamar, and Phinees, and Joſhua the Son 
of Nun, and Caleb the Son of Fephunneb, and to Foſeph 
our Father that fruitful Branch, upon all whom be 
Peace for ever. For theſe are all buried in the Terri- 
tory of the City of Sichem; and to them are brought 
Vows and Free-Will Oblations from every City, and 
from every Family. If thou do this, we ſhall then 
know that thou feareſt the Lord, and believeſt in him, 
| and in Moſes his Prophet, and in the Law which he 
1 wrote; and that thou loveſt his People the Children | 
| of Iſrael. And it ſhall come to paſs, that if thou do 
as I ſay, that the Lord thy God will bleſs thee. And 
thou ſhalt give Money, and ſhalt bind up the 
3 *iV* Aoney in thine Hand, and ſhalt go unto the 
” Place which the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe. Who 
Deut.xvi.17. hath ſaid again. They ſhall not ſee the Face 
'of the Lord empty. If therefore thou ſhalt do whatſo- 
ever we have ſaid unto thee, we will do * 
| thou 
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er thou haſt defired, and will ſend whatſoever thou haſt 

ho asked of us; the Holy and truly perfect Law, in the | 

im truly Holy Language; for the Law is not to be | 

ons ſold. | : 
Now after this, and henceforward, we will be: | 

ly | ſeech the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, That 

hy he would teach us, and teach thee the Way of Righte- F 

he ouſneſs, and then will we praiſe the Lord for his 

ok - Righteouſneſs. 
This Epiſtle was written by the Command of our | 

de- 7 Lord Eleazar the great Prieſt, the Miniſter of the | 

nat great Name, the Lord preſerve his Life, and bring | 

WO upon us his Blefling. Amen. Upon the Sixth Day, which | 

en is the twentieth of the Month September, as it is ac- 

nd counted in Romania, in the Year 991. of the Kingdom 

nd of the Sons of Iſhmael the Son of Hagar, did the hum- 

in dle Servant Abzebuta Son of Foſeph Hamachus of the 


iſe „ Tnhabirants of Gaza, write it, A Gift ſent to Foſeph 


nd Scaliger a Chriſtian Frank. 

1 a This was the Epiſtle ſent from Sichem, the other | 
ets ſent to the ſame Scaliger from the Samaritans in Egypr, . 
on followeth. | | | 
ph | 
be . Te Second Epi file. 

ri- 

ht IN the Name of the Lord, Great, Mighty, and 

nd Terrible. The Peace of the Lord be upon Moſes, 

en the Son of Amram, the Prophet of all Ages, high in 

m, Meekneſs, Prayers, Faſtings, and Abſtinence. May | 
1 the Lord of Life ſuſtain and help you, and be always | 
en near unto you, as he was unto your Fathers; and 
lo | may he hate them who hate you: And may our God l 
nd be exalted above every Thing, which is exalted 

he above us and above you, for the Labour of our righte- 

be ous Fathers, and your Fathers, Abraham, Iſaac, and 

10 Jacob, upon whom be Peace. TS 

ce This is the Epiſtle of the whole Congregation of rael, 

o- which is in Egypt, which worſhips in Mount Gerizim, 
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in the Houſe of the Lord, to our moſt renowned Lord, 


the Chief of the Congregation, and the Prince of the 
Princes that keep the Law, who loveth our Law, Fo- 


ſepb Scaliger a Chriſtian Frank. The Lord preſerve 


him and adorn him in thole Things which he will re- 
member for good. Amen. 8 e 
Thy Letter of Enquiries was brought to us, and we 
ſend to thee what occurs to us upon them out of the 
Law and the Cuſtom, and from the Rabbin of our Sy- 
nagogue, the Synagogue of Moſes the Son of Amram, 


which believes the Lord and Moſes the Prophet the Son © 4 


of Amram, and the Holy Law, and Mount Gerizim the 


Houſe of GOD. 


As to our Law, it conſiſts of Five Books. We alſo 


have and celebrate every Year the Paſſover in Mount 
Gerizim, by the Hand of the great Prieſt Eleazar the 
Son of Phinees, of the Seed of Phinees the Son of Aaron 
the Prieſt, on the fourteenth Day of the firſt Month. 
After that we keep the Feaſt of Weeks, and that is the 
Cloſing and Seal of the Number of fifty Days, and the 
Sabbath of the Amalekites, and not of the Congregati- 
on, and a Day of Reading. We keep alſo the Feaſt 


of Tabernacles, in the ſeventh Month, on the fif- 


teenth Day, and again in the eighth. But the Day 
of Expiation is on the tenth of the ſaid Month; then 
in ten Days is the Sealing up of Sin, and the Binding 
of the Prieſts the Sons of Levi. 
Me celebrate alſo the Sabbath on the ſeventh Day, 
as the Lord hath ſaid, and in it we do 
Exod. xxxv. no Work, as the Lord hath ſaid, Ye ſha 
ze kindle no Fire throughout your Habitations on 
the Sabbath Day. | 25 | 
We alſo perform the Covenant of Circumciſion on 
the eighth Day, as the Lord hath ſaid. When a Wo- 
man hath born a Son, then on the eighth Day thou 
ſhalt circumciſe the Fleſh of his Fore-skin. Our Sy- 


nagogues and our Judgments, are like the Synagogues 


and Cuſtoms of the Fews, but the Scripture of the 
Jews is the Scripture of Eſdras, curſed for ever. as 
& 


} 
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We ſent your Letters to the great Prieſt Zleazar, 
whom the Lord hear, to the City of Sichem, that he 
may give us his Judgment of them ; and what your 
Congregation is, what your Faith, and what the City 
you dwell in: Send us every Year your Letters, and 
let one come from you to us and celebrate the Feaſt, 
and ſet apart a Gift for Mount Gerizim, for the City 
Sichem in the Province of Samaria. We have in our 


Hands the Book of Abiſa the Son of Phinees, which he 


wrote in the Day of Loving Kindneſs in the thirteenth 


4 - Year: 


be Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee; The Lord MEE” 
make his Face to ſhine upon thee, and bave — . 
Mercy on thee ; The Lord lift up his Counte- | r Is 
nance upon thee, and give thee Peace. | 
We may not ſell the Book of Jaſhua, nor tranſcribe 
it, unleſs it be according to the Form of the Samari- 
tans. Do not ſo ſend your Letters that they may be 
brought againſt us. For a Few gave three great 
Pieces of Gold to obtain your Letters. 1 
The Congregation of Iſrael in Egypt. F 
I wrote this Epiſtle on the 2d Day, which is the ele- 


venth Day of the tenth Month, which is called Mar- 


cheſtian, in the Year 998. of the Reign of the Sons of 


Iſhmael. 


Theſe two Letters as appears by the Date they bear 


(to wit 1582, and 1589) were written toward the end 
of the ſixteenth Century, and by the Anſwers therein 
given to the Enquiries of Scaliger, do ſhew, That 
they kept very cloſe to the Principles and Practices 
they had taken up ſo many Ages before. If the 
Phraſe of them be ſometimes ſuch as is not ſo uſual 


to our Ears, it is to be attributed to the Oriental way 
of Expreſſion, which I have endeavoured (as Morinus 
had done before me in his Latin) to keep as near to 


as I could; leaſt ſeeking to put it into more agreeable 
Engliſh, I might be thought, by departing from their 
peculiar Ways of delivering themſelves, not to have 
been ſo careful in rendering their Senſe and A 
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I ſhall not make any Reflections or Remarks upon them, 


becauſe I would neither increaſe the Bulk of this Diſ- - 


courſe, which hath already exceeded my firſt Deſign, 
nor foreſtall your own Obſervations, which I know 
your.Curioficy will lead you to. make, by comparing 
the Particulars contained in them with the Law which 
is common both to the Fews and them. | 
What I have more to add concerning their State 
and Condition, ſince the Time theſe Letters were 
written, is collated from ſome late Travellers, but for 


the moſt Part out of the Letters of the Right Re- 


verend and Learned Dr. Robert Huntington, late Biſhop 
of Raphoe in Ireland, who had been Preacher to the 
Engliſh Merchants at Aleppo, from about the beginning 
of the Year 1671, to 1682. and was well known in 
the Eaſt by the Name of Padre Roberto. He, during the 
Years that he was in Syria, was very inquiſitive into 
the Learning, Cuſtoms and Religion of the various 


Nations dwelling in thoſe Countries, and was very / 


particular in his Enquiries after the Samaritans ; and 
the better to ſatisfie himſelf he made them two Viſits. 


He acquaints us (Epi. 33.) that paſſing thro' Foppa, 


he went to the Place where all Franks who go thro' 


that City pay a Toll. There he found Merchib ben Fa- 


* 


cob the Chief of the Publicans, with four or five others 
ſitting with him to receive Cuſtom. He entered into 


ſome Converſation with them, and began to enquire 
of them concerning their Nation, Law, Rites and 
Manners. Upon his being ſo inquiſitive, they asked 
him if there were any Hebrews in his Country; to 
which (ſuppoſing they had meant Jews) he anſwered 
in the Affirmative. They then put into his Hands a 
Schedule written in Samaritan Letters, which he had 
no ſooner read, but they cryed out; They (mean- 
ing thoſe of whom he ſpake) are donbtleſs our Bre- 
thren ; and when he told them they were com- 
monly called Fews, they replied ; No, they be cer- 
tainly Iſraelites and Hebrews, and our very Brethren. 
Thus they {ill glory to be called: Iſraelites and — 
. an 
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and keep up their ancient Hatred to the Fews. Nor 
would they be perſuaded by him, when he affirmed they 
were Jews he ſpake of; becauſe they would above 
all things have been pleaſed to have found ſuch as 
themſelves were, which they were willing to believe 
they now had done, for that they could not conje- 
cture how any one could learn the Samaritan Letters 
but from Samaritans. He being willing to improve 


this Opportunity, told them he was ſent by thoſe in 


England to Sichem, to deſire a Copy of the Law. But 


that they might the better know what manner of He- 


brews they were that lived in his Countrey, he ſaid it 
would be convenient for them, to give a large Ac- 
count of their Religion, eſpecially in ſuch Points 
wherein they differed from the Fews ; and that they 
would ſend a Book of the Law, which one of them 
immediately put into his hands. This Propoſal pleas'd 
them ſo well, that about a Week after, they ſent ro him 


to Feruſalem a Letter ſubſcribed by as many of them 


as could write. This Letter he ſent into England to 
Thomas Marſhal D. D. Re&or of Lincoln College in Ox- 


ford, who wrote an Anſwer to them, to which they 


replied, and he to them again. And this Commerce 


by Lercers continued between them for ſeveral Years, 
till Dr. Marſhal's Death, in the Year 1685. put an end 


to it. The Doctor in his Anſwers did prudently, and 
with Caution, inſinuate many Things concerning Fa- 


cob's Propheſy Gen. xlix. 10, the Prophet like unto 


Moſes who was to come, and about Chriſt's being the 
true Meſſiah, in order to diſpoſe and incline them by 
degrees to embrace Chriſtianity. Their firſt Letter 
was tranſlated into Latin by Dr. Edward Bernard, and 
printed by Ludolfus in Germany, but I never had the 
Sight of it. The Sum of theſe Letters, and his'other 
Papers, Biſhop Huntington. intended, after his Return 
into England, to have methodized, but never did it. 
And 'tis to be feared, his Collections relating to this 
Matter are not to be recovered ; for. moſt of his 
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Papers were loſt in paſting between Ireland and Eng- 
land, and that in his Life-rime. And himſelf in his 
thirty fourth Epiſtle expreſſes his Fear of thoſe Let- 
ters between the Samaritans and Dr. Marſhal being loſt. 
But if they are to be found, either with thoſe who 
have any of Dr. Marſhal's Papers, or with any who 
were ſo curious as to take Copies of them from Doctor 
Marſhal; thoſe who have them or any of them, would 
do a very acceptable Thing, if they would cauſe 
them to be publiſhed. For in them the Learned would 
have a more ſatisfactory and authentick Account of j 
the Remains of that People than can be had any | 
other Way, or perhaps will ever be ſeen, conſidering 
the Circumſtances they be now reduced to. 


2. Till thoſe appear, be pleaſed to take up with the 
following Particulars, moſt of them drawn from the 
lace Biſhop Huntington's Latin Letters. The Five Books 
of Moſes they ſtill keep to, but receive not the Pro- 
phets, nor the other holy Books of the Fewiſh Canon. 
Their Law they divide into Katzin, or Readings, 
which are much ſhorter than the Paraſchin of the Fews. 
For Geneſis contains 250. Exodus 200, Leviticus 130. 


or as others ſay 135. Numbers 218. and En 


3. As to their boaſted Book of the Law, ſaid to be 
written by Abiſha in the thirteenth Year of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael's dwelling in Canaan ; though they glory 
in it upon all Occaſions, yet when Biſhop Huntington 
enquired after it at Sichem, and was turning over 
the Volume pretended to be the Jewel, to find that 
Subſcription which teſtified ſo much ; the Samaritans 
miſtruſting their Cauſe, and fearing to be found falſe, 
endeavoured to ſalve the Matter, and by way of Pre- 
vention told him, that indeed thoſe Words were not 
now to be found there as they formerly had been; 
for that ſome Sacrilegious Hand had torn them 7 6 
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This Book ſeemed to him to be about Five Hundred 
Vears old, whereas they would have the World be- 
lieve it was above Three Thouſand. This Falſhood 


(as he adds Epiftle 35.) may be traced to the Year 


of the Hegira about 756, that is, about the Year of 


Chriſt 1354. when a Samaritan Chronicle which men- 


tions it was written; but it is likely the Tradition 


of ſuch a Book being amongſt them may be much 


older. But however that be, it ſhews a ſtrange Con- 
fidence or Stupidity, and no great Meaſure of Sin- 


' cerity, to profeſs they had ſtill ſuch a Teſtimony, 


when they knew the contrary ; and after it had been 


owned by them, that they had 'no ſuch Subſcription 


now extant, ſtill to pretend to have it, as they 
did after this Acknowledgment in a Letter to La- 
dolfus. 1% 

The Sacred Name F E H OY AH, they abſtain from 
pronouncing as the Fews did, and inſtead of it pro- 


it a Word of three Syllables, and the laſt long: 
Which Word Ludolfus by an ingenious Conjecture 
thinks derived from Sbem. In this Method of con- 
cealing the Incommunicable Name of GOD, the 
Fews and Samaritans are imitated by the Cophtites in 
Egypt, who though they write it Nba always pro- 
nounce ir Ebnuadi. Yea we find ſomewhat of à re- 
verenrial abſtaining from pronouncing the Name of 
God among the: ancient Greeks, in that old Form 
of ſwearing, mentioned by Heſychins, Nev rd — By 
the Thus ſays he, The Ancients added not 
the Name of the GOD by whom they did ſwear. 
Their Anſwers: concerning the Meſſiah, this lear- 


ned Perſon tells us (Epiſtle 33.) he found very cons 


fuſed and inconſiſtent, aſſerting ſometimes one Thing: 
and ſometimes another, as if they knew not what 
to affirm of Him. Yet in their Chronicle lately 
mentioned, they ſpeak of Him with Reſpect and 
Honour (as Foſephus did) * uſe Words not un wor- 


thy 


* 
. . 
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thy of our Saviour, and they alſo ſpeak well of his 
Worſhippers, very. much different from the Manner 
of the Fews, whoſe Language, when they ſpeak of 
Chriſt and Chriſtians, is generally bitter and railing, 
ſpiteful and blaſphemous. As to their Haſceab for 
the Name of the Meſſiab, that learned and inquiſi- 
tive Perſon, ſays he, could find nothing among them 
of that Name, nor was it certain that it was uſed by 
them; and perhaps it might be a Miſtake. And by 
the Sichemites Letter to Scaliger, which ſee above, 
it is ſaid. to be Arabick, and by their Way of ex- 
preſſing themſelves concerning it, one would be rea- 
dy to think it did not belong to them at all, but to 
the Arabians. 

Of their Niceneſs in keeping the Sabbath, and Fear 
to offend againſt the Command of doing no Work 
in it (in the 34th Epiſtle) the aforeſaid Biſhop gives 
us an Account of a. young Samaritan who was pret- 
ty inclinable to take a Voyage to England, to viſit 
thoſe whom they took for their Brechren there, but 
at laſt utterly refuſed it, when he underſtood the 
Ship was to fail on the Sabbath, as well as on the 
other fix Days. | 

Their Prieſts, (as it is ſaid above) were of the 
Houſe of Aaron, but whether deſcending from Ma- 
naſſes their firſt High Prieſt, or from ſome other of 
Aaron's Poſterity that fell off to them, is not aſſert- 
ed, ſo far as I have found. But that Dignity is among 
them Hereditary, and that they may always be of 
the true Line, they never intermarry with any other 
Family, as Benjamin Tudelenſis informs us; and in 
their Epiſtle to Scaliger, the Sichemites ſay, that Elea- 
zar about the Year of our Lord 1582. was the hun- 
dred and twenty ſecond High Prieſt from Aaron. 
But whether the Line be extin& ſince that Time, 
or what elſe might occaſion it I know not; but 
we are told that of late they own they have no 
High Prieſt ; and I do not find any Mention of m_ 

18 


5 
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High Prieſt in the Account Biſhop Huntington hath 
given of his Viſits to them, which doubtleſs he would 
not have omitted, if there had been ſuch a Perſon 
at Sichem. | | e 


To the Paragraph concerning the old and per- 
petual Averſion between them and the Fews, this may 
be added. That though the learned Fews did own, 
That the Samaritan Characters were ufed of old time 
by the Fews before the Captivity ; yet many of 
them affirm it to be unlawful to have the Book of 
the Law, which they uſe in the Synagogue, in the 
Samaritan Letter. Yea, ſome go further, and ſay, 
That the Book of the Law, though it be in the A/ 
Hrian or Fewiſh Letter, if it be written by a Samari- 
tan, is prophane, according to a Maxim of Moſes 
Maimonides, That which is neceſlary to be done in 
thy Name, if it be done by a Samaritan is pro- 
phane. So is the Book of the Law, not upon Ac- 
count of the Letter, but of the Perſon who wrote it: 
They therefore forbid the Samaritan Character, leſt 
otherwiſe they might happen to uſe a Book written 
by a Samaritan. And the Samaritans are more than even 
with the Jews in this Matter, when they pronounce 


the Fews Scripture, which they call the Scripture of 


Eſdras, accurſed. 

Their Language Jobn Morinus thinks to be Chal- 
dee, or a-Diale& little varying from the Chaldee or 
Syriack, as he judged by a Specimen of a Samaritan 
Pentateuch, which he had from Petrus de Valle; ſo 
he ina Letter to de Valle ; who in his Anſwer tells 
him, he thinks,” That though ic be ſprung from the 
Hebrew and Cbaldee, yet by the Mixture of them, and 
ſomewhat of their own peculiar Samaritaniſm, it de- 
generated into a Third Speech different from both 
of them. And whereas there be many Words in 
it which are uſual in the Chaldee and Syriack, he 
ſuppoſes in it alſo a Smack of the Arabick, the Lan- 
wo. guage 


Labials, Linguals, are gafily and often changed, and 
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zge they commonly ſpeak. And Biſhop Waltow's 
Judgment of the Dialect of the Samaritan Verſion 


of the Pentateuch is much the ſame. They uſe 


not Points or Vowels as the Jews do, nor have 
they thoſe Obſervations about greater or ſmaller Let- 
ters in certain Places, or of full or defective Words. 

Benjamin Tudelenſis tells us, That they want the 
Letter He in the Word Abrabam, the Letter Heth in 
Taac, and the Letter Ain in the Word Jacob; all which 
are expreſſed by the Letter Aleph which they uſe in 
thoſe Words. And he infers hence, That the Want of 


| theſe three Letters ſhews them not to be of. 1/rae!'s Po- | 


ſterity, who own all the Law but three Letters. A 
wiſe Reaſon indeed, to judge of their Original by! 
Which we may with Scaliger think a Stroke of the 
common Kindneſs the Fews had for them. And 
tis eaſie to think ſo, when they overlook or ext- 
mine not into the true Reaſon of the Thing obſer- 
ved, but. aflign that for a Reaſon which is alrogether 
incoherent, and hath no Colour or Appearance lead- 


ing to ſuch a Cenfure. Morinus in a Letter to Mr. Tho- 


mat Comber offers what gives the Matter quite ano- 
ther Turn, and which ſeems very agreeable to the 


Truth, and that is, That the Sameritans pronounced 


all the Guttural Letters as Aleph ; whence it is (as 
he affirms) that we find even the ſame Word, and 
that in the. very ſame Page of the Samaritan Verſion, 
written ſometimes with 4in, ſometimes with He, and 
ſometimes with Herb. So that the Defect of thoſe 


three Letters in the Words Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob, 


is not from the Want of them for they are all in 
Poſtellus his Samaritan Alphabet) but from their pecu- 
liar Way of Pronunciation. Which Obſervation will 


be the more readily admitted, if it be remembered, 


that it is ſaid to be a General Rule among the Lear- 
ned in the Hebrew Language, That Letters of the 
ſame Inſtrument, as they term them, as Gutturals, 


put 
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s put one for another. And perhaps there will ſcarce I 
on be found any living Language, but may have in it | 
uſe a Difference of Sound in the Pronunciation of ſome _ 

we Letters, in different Parts of the Countrey, where | 
et- the Language is ſpoken. I ſhall add no more, but that 


St. Hierome in his Preface to the Books of the Kings, 


he aſſerts what will not ſtand with Benjamins nice Ob- | 
in ſervation, That the Samaritans wrote the Pentateuch | 
ch with the ſame Letters the Fews did, only they differ- | 
in ed in the Figure of the Letters and the Apices. So | 
of T that what Variations are found as to thoſe mentioned 

o- Letters ſince his Time, ſeem to have crept in upon 

A Account of the manner of their Pronunciation. 

y ! They make uſe of late of a twofold Computation 

ne of Time, as we find in Biſhop Huntingtons thirty 

nd third Letter, the one Civil and the other Eccleſia- | 
4 ſtical if I may fo term it. In their civil Computa- 
„ tion they reckon as do the Mabometans, under whom 

er they live, from the Hegira, or as they ſtile it, the 

d- Reign of the Children of Iſbmael; and they general - \ 

o- Mi ly ufe the Aabometan Names of the Months in their "| 

o- common Arabick Epiſtles. In their Eccleſiaſtical Ac- 

* count they follow the Greeks ; this they affect in 

d their Samaritan Writings. And we may reaſonably 

as ſuppoſe, that they formerly uſed this Account upon 

d all Occaſions, not only ſo long as Paleſtine was un- 

n, der the Greek Empire, but fo long as the Greek was 

& their common Language. But when the Saracen Em- 

ſe MY pire and Language exterminated the Greek, they 

b, then took up the. Tongue and Computation of their 

in new Maſters the Mahometans. But the Age in parti- 

1- cular in which they left off the Greek, and took up 

ll | the Arabian Tongue and Computation, it is not eaſie 

1, do aſſign. Perhaps the Uſe of this, is the Reaſon 

r- « Why the Samaritan'Account exceeds the Greek, becauſe 

e like the Arabian, they now reckon by Lunar Months, 

S, and therefore at the End of thirty three Years they 

d always add one, to keep the different Computations a3 

It: near the one to the other as may be. =" 
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f 
1 

it As to Books, being a People who never made any 
M1 


great Pretences to Learning, they have not many. 
The choiceſt of thoſe they had of old, their - Hiſto- 
rical and Genealogical Books, they tell us were 
ö taken from them in the Time of Adrian the Empe- 
ror. The Loſs of theſe they much lamented ; and it 

is probable, that by theſe they put in their Claim to 

the Title of true Hraelites, and to have a true Succeſ- 
ſion of Prieſts among them according to the Law, of 
the Seed of Aaron. As to later Times, though their 

£ Books be very few, yet among thoſe few they have 
| boaſted of one of Seth's writing, as we find in Kir- 
 cher's Obeliſcus Pamphilius, p. 6. as they did alſo hereto- 
fore value themſelves upon a Btok of Prayers, written 
by Moſes, and given to them (if you pleaſe to believe 
it) and kept by their High Prieſts upon Mount Geri- 
zim, to the Time of a certain High Prieſt named 


4 Adrian, and then it was loſt. So Fabricius hath it in his 


Codex Pſeudepig. Veteris Teſtamenti, p. 835. I ſuppoſe - 
i Moſes gave them that Book of Prayers, at the ſame 
j time that he gave the Traditions to the Jews ; tho” the 
| one hath the good Luck to be ſtill extant inthe Talmud, 
and the other the ill Chance to be loſt ; and to be loft 
in tae Time of Adrian too ; whom I fancy, by what is . 
mentioned in their Chronicle about the taking away 
of their beſt Books, they have transformed into an 
High Prieſt from an Emperor. | 
Among the few Books they now have, are the Chro- 
nicle or Hiſtory of Foſhua, ſent by them to Scaliger, 
and now in the Univerſity-Library at Leyden ; and ano- 


If ther Chronicle or Hiſtorical Compendium from Adam 


1 to Mabomet, in which they exhibit a Computation of 


Time Methodically enough, by the Lives of the Pa- 
triarchs and their High Prieſts. This is ſhorter than 
the former, but bears the ſame Title, The Hiſtory of 
oſhua ; it was kept at their Synagogue at Sichem, and 
is now in the Oxford Library, Cod. 5798. There is a 
Thicd Chronicle of theirs in Cardinal — Li- 
f i . DIary. 
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brary. There is alſo a Commentary on the Law, in 
two Volumes in Arabick now in the Oxford; Libra- 
ry, Cod. 5789, 5790. which with the Chronicle that 
ds by them were bought out of Biſhop Hunting- 
tons Library. They have alſo a ſhorter - Commenta- 
ry on the Law, and a Book of Forms of Prayers. The 
Titles of more I have not met with,  ': 
As to their Numbers, doubtleſs they were conſi- 
derable of old Time, and that for many. Ages. For 
An Fuſtinian's Time, when they loſt 20000 Men cut 
off in one Battle, they could offer the King of 
Perſia the Aﬀiſtance of oo Men againſt the Em- 
peror. But how many ſoever they were formerly, in 
theſe laſt Ages their Numbers have been very ſmall, 
and ſtill decreaſing, and they are now dwindled away 
almoſt to nothing. Benjamin Tudelenſis, who travel- 
led over a great Part of the World to viſit the dif- 


perſed Fews, and died about the Year of Chriſt 1173. 


tells us, That he found in Damaſcus about 400, at 4. 
calon 300, at Cæſarea about 200, and at Sichem not 
above 100 (I ſuppoſe he means Families). Petras de 
Valle a Roman Gentleman, who travelled in the for- 

, mer Part of the laſt Century, found them much 

| fewer, and they ſcattered Abroad in diſtant Places: 


) There were about ſeven Families at Cairo when he 


was there, and amongſt them a Prieſt of the Tribe of 
Levi, as they did firmly believe. At Damaſcus they 
were ſomewhat more numerous, their Houſes and 
Synagogues were without the City in the midſt of 
pleaſant Gardens; very mean on the Out- ſide for Fear 
of the avaricious Twrks, but neat within; eſpecially 
the Synagogues, which were decently adorned with 
Pictures, and many Inſcriptions in the Samaritan Lan- 
guage : He found alſo ſome at Gaza, and Feruſalem, 
and at Sichem ; which City hath for many Ages been 
the Head City of the Region of Samaria, or to ſpeak 
more exactly Neapolis, or _ Samaria, now my 
EN0t” ; which 


f 
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which atoſe out of the Ruins of Sichem, and ſtands 
almoſt upon the ſame Ground, hath been fo. 

But Bp. Huntington's Account in his thirty third Epi- 

ſtle is ſtill lower, for they were in his Time reduced 
wto a very ſmall Number indeed. There were at Sichem 

not much above twenty Families, the Heads of moſt 

of which (as many as could write) ſubſcribed the firſt 

Letter they committed to his Care to be ſent into 
England. They boaſted of many they had in Egypr, 
but he could find no more than one poor Man and his 

Wife at Cairo. At Damaſcus the very Name of them' 
was unknown. At Sichem they had then but one Sy- 
nagogue, a middle ſiz d, ſquare, dark naſty Room, in 
which they had two Copies of the Law in Parchment 
3 which might be about five Hundred Years 
1 And tis likely that this poor Remnant is yet more 
, l inconſiderable ſince that Time, for the chief Man 
| amongſt them Merchib ben. Yacob, or Mepherege as he was 
commonly called, Head ofthe Publicans at Foppa, and 


Ti. the Writer, if not the Inditer alſo of all the Letters 
1 that Learned Perſon had from them for their ſup- 
I || poſed” Brethren in England, was forced by the unjuſt . 
Accuſations and Oppreſſions of the Twrks to fly into 
| Italy, and was living at Ligorne about 1695, oy 
i | They are (faith the ſame learned Perſon) the Baſ- 
[|| ſa's, Scribes, and Publicans, or Toll-gathers at Toppa, 
| and (as it is ſaid) at Gaza; as the Copbrites are mo y 
* Expt, | —_— Jews 8 3 re 
the Ottoman Empire. They go well a dſome- 
I. ly clothed, and make a tolerable Appearance conſi- 
dering the mean Condition they are in, and the great 
| 


Caution they are forced to uſe by reaſon of the 
Jealouſy of their covetous Maſters. | 


And now, SIR, I am come to the End of my Diſ- 
14 courſe, and almoſt to the End of thoſe who are the 
| | | SGaubject of it. That Se& which hath for ſo many 
| Ages 


* 
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Ages made ſo uniform a Figure in the World, is in 
all Probability like to — — in this our Age: The 
Extinction of their Sacerdotal Succeſſion, the Small- 
neſs of their Numbers, their mean and deſpicable 
Condition, and their being ſcattered Abroad (few as 
they are) to ſeek Employment, ſeem to be ſo many 


Symptoms of a near approaching Period, and to tell | 


us, that the Place where they have ſo long conti- 
nued will in a little time know them no more ; and 


Wk that their Name is ſhortly like to be found no where 


but in Hiſtory. And perhaps that may excite ſome 


Perſon of Curioſity, Leiſure, and Ability, to give a 


fuller Account of them. What I have done herein 
was in Obedience to Your CommanD, and there- 
fore I hope it will find a favourable Acceptance with 
vou; for whatſoever the Performance may be, I 


"ak ſufficiently ſhewn how much I am, 


81 
Your moſt Humble 


| | and Obedient Servant, 
Ml ( 
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